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Dedication: 

This book is dedicated to Jesus Christ my Lord, Master, Saviour, and soon 
coming King. He is the High Priest forever ~ of the Order of Melchizedek, the 
one and only gateway into Heaven; to open wide a corridor into the throne 
room of Grace, to allow us to once again converse in the garden with the 
Father, God Almighty. 

This book is also dedicated to the thousands (it maybe even millions) of 
intercessors, who are assigned by God, the Holy Spirit, to sit as watchman on 
the walls surrounding a city, and/or nation, to listen to the voice of God and to 
relay that message to others, so that the church, (the betrothed of Christ) can 
act and react, to what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church ~ not just to one 
of them ~~ but to ALL OF THEM! 

Copyright: 

The contents of this book remain the copyrighted property of the author, 
Rev. Dr Jeffry David Camm, and his estate in succession. Permission is given 
for the use of parts of this document for Bible Study Groups, Evangelism, or 
Private Study. Permission is given for the whole of this document to be 
reproduced by Christian organisations for evangelistic and/or Bible College 


reference purposes, provided it is not sold for profit. 


Foreword: 
Before time existed God was; and after time has been extinguished, 
God still will be. 


God spoke, and the Universe was created, light was placed in the 
firmament. The sun, the moon, and the stars were set in their places, and they 
obeyed God’s word and God’s laws, and the universe has not strayed away 
from those laws since creation began. 

God’s word and God’s laws are so accurate, that we can predict with 100% 
accuracy when the sun will rise tomorrow. 

God created mankind and made him different from all of the other creatures 
that He had made. God made mankind in his own image, and He gave mankind 
a soul, and the ability and the power, to choose to follow God’s Book of the 
Law, or to reject it. 

This was the basic “Book of the Law” that God Almighty gave to Adam and 
Eve in the Garden. 

Ls God told Adam to name all of the animals, birds, and fish. God said that 
there are too many stars in the heavens, for you to name, so I will 
name all of the stars and planets myself. 

2. The next law that God gave to Adam was that he could eat anything in 
the Garden of Eden. He was allowed to eat the fruit of the tree of life, 
but he was forbidden to eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good 


and evil. 

3. When Adam deliberately chose to rebel against God’s Law and eat this 
fruit, spiritual death came into his life. 

4. God took immediate steps to place angelic guards around the Tree of 
Life, so that Adam no longer had access to it. 

5. Had Adam eaten the fruit from the Tree of Life AFTER he had rebelled 


against God, there would have been no opportunity for redemption; He 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13: 


14. 


16. 


17. 


would forever be living in a _ sinful world, without any hope of 
redemption. 

But God Almighty had a plan. The Word of God outlines His plans for 
the nation of Israel to be an “example nation” to the whole world. His 
plan was to set them apart to be a holy nation ~~ a nation of priests! 
God called them to be a “people” BEFORE they were a “people”. 
He changed Jacob’s name to Israel, and he became the father of twelve 
tribes, who became the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Then God had to give “the people of Israel” a “land of Israel”. 
So he gave instruction to Moses to lead the people of Israel out of 
captivity in Egypt into the wilderness, to prepare them to become a 
great nation. 

Forty years later, God instructed Joshua to lead the people of 
Israel into the Promised Land, the land that he had already promised 
to their forefather Abraham and the land that God had allowed Moses to 
see but not to enter, because of his disobedience in the desert. That 
land became known as Israel. He even defined its physical boundaries. 
He did not set them above other nations, or beneath other 
nations. He set them “apart”, to be that example for all nations, to see 
what happens to a nation when they follow and obey God’s laws, or 
what happens to a nation, when they disobey God’s laws. 

But Satan also had a plan: Ishmael also married and had twelve sons, 
and as was prophesied, there would always be enmity between the sons 
of Ishmael and the sons of Isaac. 

Satan created a people, and he said they were the descendants 
of the Canaanites. This is a lie! The Canaanites have been extinct 
for 5,000 years. Satan ~ the father of lies called them Palestinians. 
Then Satan needed to create a land for his people. That land he 
calls Palestine! That land never existed in history, nor do the people 
who claimed to be Palestinians. This is part of the illusion, the 
deception, that Satan is using the deceive millions of people around the 
world and to take glory away from God’s plan for His chosen people. 
This is why there is so much anti-Semitism in the world today. 
Satan is aware that his time is short and he wants to deceive as many 
people as possible, and lead them away from the truth of God’s word. 


So let us read on and see if we can learn from God’s wisdom, and the 
lessons for the “example nation” ~~ Israel, when they obeyed God’s 
Laws, and what happened to them when they did not obey. 

It is said that the Old Testament is a shaded picture of what is to 
happen in the New Testament. However if you don’t study and meditate 
on the shady picture, you will never recognise the real picture when it 
appears. Selah! Stop! Pause! And think about that! 


CHAPTER ONE: HEARING FROM GOD - PART ONE 
Introduction: 

From the time of CREATION, God Almighty has been speaking to us, through 
His written word, as an audible voice, through miracles, signs, visions and 
wonders, ~ and through His Holy Spirit. 

a) When God speaks ~~ things happen! Check out Genesis chapter 1:1-3 in 
the Living Bible: “Jn the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. The earth was at first a shapeless, chaotic mass, with the Spirit of 
God (the Holy Spirit) brooding over the dark vapours. Then God said: 
“Let there be Light” and light appeared”! 

b) Each time God spoke in Genesis chapter 1, miracles of creation were 
brought into existence. 


c) It is the Word of God which enables the Power of God to be released. 


1. God spoke to Adam & Eve 


a) God talked to Adam & Eve in the Garden every day, and both of them 
knew and recognised His voice. 

b) If you do a search of the scriptures you will find that the words “God 
said” appears 3605 times in the Bible, clearly indicating that God speaks 
to us continually — but most of the time, we don’t listen, because we have 
forgotten “how to hear from God” - or we don’t “recognize His 
voice” in the first place. 

c) If we don’t know “how to listen” then we will never hear the voice of 
God speaking directly to us. 

d) There are many records throughout the Bible where God spoke directly to 
individuals and as a result of them; 

a. Hearing the voice; 

b. Recognizing that the voice was real (not just in their imagination); 

c. Recognizing that it was God Almighty speaking to them; not the 
voice of Satan, coming to cause confusion and deception in their 
lives. 

d. Mighty things came to pass in their individual lives and in the lives 
of the nations around them. 


2. Noah heard from God 


a) He commenced to build the ark, which took him and his family 120 
years to complete. It remained the largest ocean-going vessel to be 
constructed upon the earth by mankind, until 1884. 

b) He suffered ridicule and persecution from those around him, but he 
continued to follow God's calling on his life, and he, his wife, his three 
children and their wives, were all saved from the flood, to start a new 
generation of people to serve God Almighty. Eight people were saved. 
The number 8 in scripture means “a new beginning”. 


C) The actual size of Noah’s Ark can be read beginning in Genesis 6:14. 
It is believed to have been 450 feet long (equal to 135 m or 300 
cubits). The Ark was 75 feet wide (22.5 m or 50 cubits). The vessel 
was 45 feet tall. That is the same as 13.5 meters or 30 cubits. 


The Ark had three stories. In fact it would be higher than a three storey building 
today. The dimensions of its deck were equal to 36 tennis courts. Put it another 
way, the ark deck was equal to twenty basketball courts. 

d) No other ship surpassed its size until the Etruria was built in 
1884. So for 5,000 years this was the biggest ocean-going ship 
constructed by mankind. 


3. Abraham (a Gentile) heard from God. 


a) He left his family and all of his relatives and journeyed to a place he 
was told to go by God. 


b) His obedience to God’s voice was deemed by God to be righteousness. 
4. Moses (raised in the palace of the Pharaoh) heard from God. 


a) Moses was not sure what God wanted him to do, so he questioned God, 
to make sure he understood clearly the tasks that God was setting 
before him. 


b) Here was a man destined to be a prince of Egypt in the “worldly sense” 
now chosen to become a “prince for God” to go to Pharaoh and say: 
“God said: Let my people go” 

c) For the next 40 years God talked to Moses and gave him answers to his 
questions and as a result, he governed the nation of Israel wisely in the 
wilderness. 

d) The cover page shows the symbol for Hearing God’s Voice, as recorded 
in Exodus 19. Verse 5. 

Let us pick the conversation that God is having with Moses in the wilderness 
in verse 4; “Give these instructions to the people of Israel. Tell them. ‘You have 
seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I brought you to myself, as though 
on eagle’s wings. 5; Now if you will obey me and keep your part of my 
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contract with you, you shall be my own little flock from among all the nations 
of the earth; for all the earth is mine. 6: And you shall be a kingdom of priests 
to God, a holy nation”. 


Notice the specific things that God tells the people through Moses; 


1. There has been a contract made between God Almighty and the Nation 
of Israel. Please note this and don’t be confused. This “contract” was 
made between God Almighty and the Nation of Israel, before God 
gave them “the Laws of Moses” which happens in Exodus 
chapter 20. 

2. They have to keep their part of the contract, and then God will 
reward them. They shall be known among all of the nations, as the 
nation that belongs to God, the nation of Priests, a holy nation. 

3. God makes it very plain, He alone own this earth. This statement is 
made by God after the fall of man, and after the flood, and before He 
gives them the 10 Commandments. 


5. Joshua heard from God. 


a) From the time that Moses died, God spoke to Joshua and gave him 
guidance and wisdom to lead and govern the people, the nation of Israel, 
through times of war and times of peace. 


6. Samuel heard from God (as a child & for the remainder of his life) 


a) When Samuel was still a child he heard from God, but he thought it was 
Eli, the High priest calling to him, so in obedience he went to Eli and 
asked what he wanted. Eli replied that he had not called him. 


b) This happened three times! 
a. Notice that God does not give up on you if you do not respond to 
Him the first time He calls out your name — he calls and calls until 
you answer! 


c) Now Eli, the high priest recognised that God Almighty was calling to 
Samuel, so he told him to go and lie down again and the next time he 
hears this voice to answer as follows: “Yes, Lord I am listening”. 


d) Then the Lord spoke to Samuel: as is recorded in 1 Samueli:11 “I am 
going to do a shocking thing in Israel. I am going to do all of the 
dreadful things I warned Eli about. I have continually threatened 
him and his entire family with punishment because his sons are 
blaspheming God, and he (Eli) doesn’t stop them. So I have 
vowed that the sins of Eli and of his sons shall never be forgiven 
by sacrifices and offerings”. 

e) The terrible things that the sons of Eli were doing are recounted in the 
earlier parts of this chapter, so go back after this session and learn from 
their mistakes. 


f) Now Samuel was afraid to tell Eli what the Lord has said to him. But look 
at 1 Samuel 1, verses 16 & 17: But Eli called him. “My son” he said, 
“What did the Lord say to you? Tell me everything. And may God 
punish you if you hide anything from me”. 

g) After Samuel had told Eli what God had spoken to Him we see Eli's reply: 
“It is the Lord’s will. Let Him do what He thinks is best”. 


h) Now I want you to understand a very important lesson from this passage 
of scripture: 


a. Eli was the High Priest and each year he was responsible to go into 
the Holy of Holies and to make the sin offering on behalf of Himself 
and the nation of Israel. 


b. But Eli was allowing sin to be visible within his own household, and 
therefore God could not accept his sacrifices on behalf of the nation 
of Israel, unless he corrected his own family first! 


c. This was not the first time God had spoken to Eli and warned him 
to correct his family and to follow the ways of the Lord. 


d. Eli told his sons to stop sinning, but they ignored his warnings and 
continued to sin in the eyes of the Lord and before the nation of 
Israel. 


e. This behaviour was direct rebellion against their father and against 
the High Priest of Israel — God’s representative for the nation of 
Israel. It was in fact direct rebellion against God Almighty Himself. 
God had to do something! 


f. God had to make the people see that mercy and compassion come 
from God, but at a certain point God’s mercy ceases, and God’s 
judgement takes over, aS an example and a warning to the nation 
of Israel. 

g. God does not tolerate continued sin, especially after He sends you a 
warning! 

God’s continues to speak to Samuel throughout the books of Samuel and in 
Chronicles, to show that God speaks to people, who obey His commandments, 
and who learn to live to serve Him ~~ above all else! 


There are also many instances in the New Testament where God speaks to 
people and it has a miraculous change in their lives and on the lives of those 
around them: 


7. God spoke to Zechariah through the Angel Gabriel 


> To tell him that his wife Elizabeth (who was barren) would give birth to a 
child who would be called John the Baptist. 


>» He did not believe the news, so he was made dumb, as an example to 
the Jews, and as a personal punishment, until the baby was born. 


8. God spoke to Mary through the Angel Gabriel 


>» On the other hand, Mary accepted what the Angel told her, even though 
it meant she would be criticized by the whole village where she lived. 
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> Do you realise that Joseph could have had her killed for being with child 
because she was betrothed to him ~~ and they were not yet married? 
> But an angel told Joseph not to put her away and gave him the good 
news about Jesus as well. 
9. God spoke to Saul on the Damascus Road, and told him that he had been 
selected by God to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles 
around the world. 
>» Saul went on three missionary journeys, 
>» He was shipwrecked, was bitten by snakes, received 39 lashes of the 
whip (5 times) spent time in prison (twice) and finally was killed for 
serving the Lord. 
>» We know that Saul’s name was changed to Paul and he wrote many of 
the Epistles of the New Testament, which are preached and taught by 
pastors and teachers in every country in the world today. 


So what about today? 


a The word says that the Lord will reveal Himself to all those who diligently 
seek His face. 


ao Do you realise that you have all been called by name and called 
according to His divine plan and purpose for your lives? 

a I ask each and every one of you reading this book today. Do you know 
what God’s plan and purpose is for your life? 


O 


O 


Does God want you to be a mother and housewife? 


Does God want you to be the best teacher in school, so that your 
students will acknowledge that there is something special about 
you and ask you questions, which will be an opportunity for you to 
witness to them about Jesus Christ? 


Does God want you to work in the business sector? If so, will you 
be an honest businessman, to witness for God - or will you just try 
to make money, by whatever means you can - which brings no 
glory and honour to God at all. 


Does God want you in the ministry, to preach or teach others about 
Jesus Christ? This is a long and hard road to travel - one with 
many “worldly hardships” but many “spiritual blessings.” 


Does God want you in music ministry, to sing, to lead worship, or 
play instruments? This is a ministry, which requires a lot of soul 
searching, to know and hear accurately the words from God, so you 
can direct the music, as the Holy Spirit leads you, in praise & 
worship services. 


To be effective, as the father of you family, to be in business, or to be in 


ministry, all require that you have the ability to know and recognise the voice 
of God ~ and when you hear it, understand the message and obey it ~ without 
any fear of the consequences for your obedience. 


Are you ready to be called by God today? Let us pray. 


CHAPTER TWO: HEARING FROM GOD - PART 2 


1. In Gen. 1:3 God said: “Let there be light - and there was light”. — It 
happened!!! 
2. Whenever God speaks it: It Happens!!! 
a. The beginning of everything starts with hearing!! 
b. If you don’t hear properly — you cannot do properly!!! 
c. Let us do a test: 
i. Read this out (privately) to the first person in the front row. 
ii. Tell them to speak it to the next person (privately) and continue this 
until everybody in the room has been told the message. 
iii. “God loves a cheerful giver. How will you give today?” 
iv. The last person is to come back out the front and tell everybody 
what the message is. 
3. All of God’s creation in the universe were created to know the “Voice of God” 
and to obey it!!! 
a. That is why the sun comes up each day, 
b. The moon shines by night 
c. The planets and the stars remain in the sky, in the exact position, and 
in the exact orbits they were placed in by God at creation. 
d. The seasons come in their turn each year - all in accordance to God’s 
word, as proclaimed in the book of Genesis. 
e. All know and recognise the voice of God. 
4. When we hear from God there is a “life changing experience within 
you”. 
a. Your spirit is attuned to the Spirit of God ~ the Holy Spirit and it 
reacts when it hears the voice of God Almighty, or one of His 


messengers. 
5. When you hear from God your life changes — it cannot remain static!!! 
6. Christianity is Alive!!! - Continually growing & continually revealing God’s 
Word to us. 


7. The Holy Spirit is waiting to respond to what we hear from God. 
8. The Holy Spirit wants to empower what you have heard from God, to see it 
come to fruition, to bring glory to God the Father. 
9. When things are not going well in your life - this is when Satan speaks to 
you. 
a. Beware of the deceiver! Always test the voices you hear, to make 
sure that they are true and that they line up with the Word of God. 
b. Recognise that his voice (Satan’s voice) is not the voice of God. 
c. Recognise that Satan is always demanding!! 
d. What he wants —- he wants now!!! 
e. What he wants - does not glorify God!!! 
10. In Gen. 12:1 God tells Abram to leave his family, his home and his 
country and go to a place that the Lord would show him. 
a. What did Abram have to do? 
i. He had to “hear” the voice of God; 
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11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


ii. He had to “recognise” that it was the voice of God — not the 
voice of the deceiver 


iii. He had to “pack” up his belongings and move. 
iv. It required a “positive” ACTION response. 
v. It required “action” from Abram to the voice of God. 
vi. He could not remain static ~~ there had to be a change!!! 
vii. As a result of recognising and acting on God’s voice there was 
a positive change in his life and God blessed him for his 
obedience. 
When you hear God’s voice and act on it, then you: 
a. Get out of your present situation and into a place where God wants 
you to be. 
b. This is a place where you can grow and mature in Him. 
You cannot prosper in second choices - because you must be 
following God’s first choice for your life to prosper. 
a. If you are following God’s second choice for your life you are 
walking in God’s permissive will — not His submissive will. 
There are 3 wills which God identifies in the scriptures. 
a. Submissive will, 
b. Permissive will, and 
c. Rebellious will. 
d. Let us look at the effects of each on us and on those around us. 
Notice that these three different types of will have an effect on you, 
but also have an effect on those around you. 


Submissive will 
a. The perfect will of God. When you are walking in this will you will 
have peace in your heart and be blessed and those around you will 
be blessed as well. 
Permissive will 
a. When you are in the “permissive will of God”, those around you will 
be blessed, but you will not feel peace within your own heart. 
b. You will not receive blessings yourself. 
c. In fact you find yourself going backwards in God and suffer many 
trials and tribulations, as warnings to look at yourself, where you 
are, what you are doing, and where you are going. 


Rebellious will 

a. When you are rebelling against God, you are refusing to recognise 
his authority over your life. 

b. You have chosen another god to worship. 

c. This could be because you are listening to “your own reasoning 
instead of listening to God’s words. 

d. Remember the scripture tells us that God’s ways are higher than 
our ways; and that we cannot completely understand God’s ways 
unless we put our complete trust in Him. 


n 


11 


e. When we are in rebellion against God’s word, we don’t put any trust 
in His word, and therefore God leaves us to suffer the 
consequences of our actions. 

f. For every decision we make, there will always be consequences. 

17. Faith is always involved when we hear from God 
a. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

18. All of God’s children are candidates to hear and receive from God. 
Matthew 7:7 says: “ Ask and it shall be given unto you; seek and 
you shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you” 

19. What we must do; 

a. Keep on asking, 

b. Keep on seeking 

c. Keep on knocking. 

20. Everyone who continues to ask, seek or knock, will receive from God. 
This is God’s promise to all of us. 

a. There are no “maybes” in this scripture. This is a direct promise 
from God Almighty. 

21. Matthew 7:24: “Therefore whosoever hears these sayings of 
mine and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built 
house on a rock.” 

22. Whenever you see the word “Therefore” in the scriptures, go back 
and read the previous verses, to see why this word is “there for”. Go 
back and see what God said in the previous verses because if you hear 
them and do them there will be a reward for you. 

23: So the secret is to say “Yes to God” 

a. Say “Yes” you want to hear from God. 

b. Say “Yes” you will act on what you hear from God. 

c. Say “Yes” you will do what God wants you to do. 

d. Say “Yes” you will be what God wants you to be. 

24. Believe that you can do miracles for God, because you have the 
same power living within you that rose up Jesus Christ from the 
dead. 

25. Remember that Jesus said: “Greater things shall you do because I go 
to the Father”. 

All this is possible, if we have attuned our spiritual ears to hear and receive 

the voice of God into our lives and thence into our hearts. Because wherever 

our hearts are, there shall our treasures shall be also. 


Remember, that when we hear something from God He is never too busy for 
us to ask Him to clarify it, so we truly understand what it is He wants us to do. 


If you study the life of Gideon, you will find that he did just that. In fact he 
was so surprised that God wanted him to do something, he asked God for three 
(3) different miracles to prove that it was in fact God who was speaking to him. 


However, when God did in fact perform the miracles that he asked for, 
Gideon then went and obeyed God without question, even though what God 
was asking him to do seemed impossible to our own wisdom and 
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understanding. Yet because of his obedience, God was able to defeat 300,000 
troops with only 300 men. 


CHAPTER THREE: HEARING FROM GOD - PART 3 


In the Bible, as translated from the original Aramaic texts, it says in John 
10:1. Truly, truly I say unto you, He who does not enter by the door 
into the sheepfold, but climbs up from another place, is a thief and a 
bandit. But he, who enters by the door, is the shepherd of the sheep. 
To him, the doorkeeper opens the door, and the sheep hear his voice 
and he calls his own sheep by their names and brings them out. And 
when he has brought out his sheep he goes before them; and his own 
sheep follow him, because they “recognise his voice”. 


Jesus used this simple story to explain how sheep recognise the voice of 
their masters. The people to whom he was explaining this story all knew that at 
night time it was quite a common practise in Israel for a group of shepherds to 
herd their flocks together, in one protected area, so that the combined number 
of shepherds would be able to protect the sheep from all attackers, the people 
who wanted to steal the sheep, and/or animals who wanted to kill them for 
food. 


Jesus also went on to explain that in the morning, the person on guard was 
responsible for recognising the shepherds and only letting them in to speak to 
the sheep and to call them out by name. 


My wife Rani and I have seen this happen with a shepherd in Oman. He 
called out to the sheep and the sheep, which were quite far away, raised their 
heads when they heard his voice, and turned to the direction of his voice, to 
get a clearer sound. Once they recognised the voice of their shepherd they 
immediately ran into his presence. 


> el ‘ f 
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Omani Shepherd hitting the tree, 
to bring down leaves as food for His sheep 
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This is the physical picture that Jesus used to explain a deeper, more 
spiritual meaning of the parable. 


We are the sheep, and Jesus is the shepherd. We are collectively put into 
the place of protection, which is the world that we live in. 


Bandits and thieves try to enter and steal away treasures into the darkness. 
We know that Satan is the prince of darkness, and that the thieves and bandits 
he uses to deceive us are clearly identified in scripture. 


When Jesus (our shepherd) approaches the sheepfold, the doorkeeper 
(which is the Holy Spirit) opens the door and allows him to enter, because the 
Holy Spirit recognises our shepherd, as the true shepherd of the sheep. 


When Jesus speaks, His true sheep recognise His voice and follow him, when 
He calls their names. 


When Jesus commences a journey, His sheep follow Him; they are obedient 
to His voice and to His instructions. 


Now notice what it says in verse 5: The sheep do not follow a stranger, 
but they run away from him, because they do not know the voice of the 
stranger. 


Now there are three voices which we hear in this world we live in; 
1. The voice of God 
2. The voice of reason 
3. The voice of Satan. 
Let us look at number 3 first: The voice of Satan 


Satan’s voice will use your mind and try to lead you away from the voice of 
God. 


a He will deposit doubts and fears into your mind. 

a He will cause confusion, 

a He will tempt you, 

a He will make promises which are untrue, when matched up against God’s 
word. 

a He will promise wicked things, 

a Satan’s voice is demanding. 


To be strong enough to overcome Satan’s power in your life, requires that 
you continually renew your mind as recounted in Romans chapter 12. 


Remember God’s voice is God’s Word (John 1:1). Then later God’s word 
became flesh and dwelt amongst us ~ (John 1:14). 


When you read God’s word your mind becomes tuned to the voice and mind 
of God, just like tuning a radio to a station. The finer the tuning, the clearer the 
signal becomes. 


What you are doing by fine tuning the station is in fact tuning out all the 
other stations, so that only one is heard. Reading God’s word renews your mind 
and it affects each and every part of your body. Learn to protect and guard 
your heart. When God speaks to you there is always peace in your heart. When 


14 


there is peace, there is confirmation of God’s Word, God’s plan, God’s purpose 
& God's timing in your life. 

When Satan speaks: it is a demanding voice! 

God never demands anything from us. He is gentle, never forceful, never 
demanding, but patient and kind. 


In Judges Chapter 14, we see that Samson is God’s chosen man for that 
time period. He was chosen to bring the nation of Israel to repentance. 


But Samson did not listen to God’s voice. He was impatient and he lusted 
after the flesh. 


He saw a beautiful woman and went and told his father and mother to “get 
her for me - NOW"!!! 


Proverbs 29:20: Learn not to be hasty. Love is patient. Love is kind. 
a When you are hasty, you become impatient. 


ao When you become impatient, you step out of the realm of patience and 
become irritated. 


a When you are irritated you step out of peace into peacelessness - a place 
where there is no peace. This is a place where you can make rash 
decisions, made from your own reasoning, not the reasoning which lines 
up with God’s word. 


a God will not dwell in a place of peacelessness. 
The Voice of Reason: 


a God wants to be involved in all your decision making processes. 

a Isaiah 55:8-9 says: My thoughts are not like your thoughts, neither 
are my ways like your ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 

a Therefore we have to learn to think like God thinks; and to think 
at God’s level of understanding. 


The Voice of God: 


a Always lines up with the Word of God 

a Will always ask you to do things which will bless others, and bring glory 

and honour to God. 

ao God's voice will bring peace into your heart. 

ao Acting upon God’s voice may not be easy, but will always result in a 
“spiritual blessing”, both to the hearer, and to the doer, and to all those 
around them. 

So today I have to ask you these questions: 


1. Has God spoken to you? 

2. Did you recognise His voice? 
3. Did you obey His voice? 

4. If not, why not? 
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Do you realise that when we hear God’s voice and do not respond to it, we 
are being very selfish, because we are withholding God’s blessing from 
somebody else? 


The only way to act after that happens, is to ask God for forgiveness, and 
like Jonah, go back and do what God asked you to do in the first place. 


This is the only way to move from the permissive will of God back into His 
submissive will, where can bless you and make you grow in Him. 


CHAPTER FOUR: THE BEATITUDES —- PART 1 


In Matthew chapters 5 & 6 we have one of the most outstanding passages of 
preaching of Jesus that is recorded in the Bible. 

Matt. 5:1-2 (KJV) ‘And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: 
and when he was set [down], his disciples came unto him: 7And he opened his 
mouth, and taught them, saying; 


Promise 1: 


3Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

If we look at this verse in a couple of other bible translations we get a better 
understanding about what Jesus was trying to tell them. 

In the Peshitta, which is from the Syriac translation — (translated 
from Galileans Aramaic), the language that Jesus actually spoke, we 
have these words: Blessed are the humble, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. (The Aramaic definition for the word humble is: “poor in pride”, or 
“unassuming” ) 

So saying this again we have: Blessed is the poor in pride, [blessed is the 
unassuming,] for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

In the New Living Translation we see this: * “God blesses those who realize 
their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is given to them. 

I think in this case, the New Living Translation captures the real meaning of 
the statement that Jesus was saying to his disciples and to the crowds who 
were listening to Him. 

God blesses (makes happy) those [people] who realize their need for Jesus 
(the Messiah), for the kingdom of heaven is given to them. 

Notice that in each translation, the promise is the same. The kingdom of 
heaven is given to them. 

The words are in the present tense! This is not a promise of some future 
event, but this promise is available to everyone who realizes that they need 
Jesus Christ in their lives — and this promise is available RIGHT NOW! Jesus 
said that the Kingdom of God is (present tense) within you. 

Many people are taught that the Kingdom of Heaven (here on earth) is 
something that is only available after Jesus comes back a second time — but 
that is not what the scripture says to us in this case! Jesus told us that all 
authority is given to Him in heaven and on earth and we know that Jesus 
defeated Satan and set up His kingdom here on earth before He ascended into 
heaven to sit on the right hand of God the Father. 
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If His kingdom has not been set up here on earth, then Satan is still ruling 
this world — which means Satan has not been defeated by Jesus at the cross. 

But we all know that is not true. Satan is defeated ~ Hallelujah!! We have 
victory through the blood of Jesus Christ. Amen!! 

The Holy Spirit has come down to earth to dwell within us and to provide an 
opportunity for us to live and experience the kingdom of heaven, here on 
earth, right now! 

In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray these words: Thy kingdom come on earth, as 
it is in heaven. This can also be said like this: Thy kingdom come on earth, as it 
already exists in Heaven. 

When we accept Jesus Christ as our personal saviour, we become part of 
God’s kingdom here on earth. 

If we belong to God’s kingdom here on earth, then we must act like we 
belong to God’s kingdom - by operating always in the light of God’s word; 
not the kingdom of this world, (Satan’s world), always operating in the 
darkness, being deceived. 

One of the most effective ways that Satan keeps Christians from claiming 
their place in God’s kingdom is to try to deceive them into believing it has not 
happened yet - it is a future event. 

As Pastors and Teachers, we have a duty to tell our congregations that 
Satan is a liar, that Satan is defeated, that the spiritual kingdom of Jesus Christ 
exists on earth right here and now, and that we are an important part of it. 

In 2 Corinthians 5:20 it says: (KJV) ?°Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be 
ye reconciled to God. 

If Apostle Paul said that we are ambassadors for Christ, it means we 
represent Him and His kingdom here on earth. Notice this is not future tense, 
but present tense. It means we are Christ’s ambassadors right here and now, 
today. 

As you know, an ambassador represents His country in another place. The 
Kenyan Ambassador represents his country in Australia. He has authority from 
his government to speak on behalf of his country to the Australian government. 

Therefore as ambassadors for Christ and His kingdom here on earth, we 
have been given authority, through God’s word and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, to speak on behalf of Jesus Christ into any situation here on earth in any 
nation! 

When we understand this fully, we will understand why Jesus was able to 
blow on His disciples the power of the Holy Spirit, before he went to the cross 
and they were then able to go out and command the sick to be healed and 
demons to come out of people. 

Later, after Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came down to earth to live in 
the hearts and minds of all believers, that same power and authority was given 
to each and every Christian. 

For those people who don’t believe this, let me take you to one scripture in 
Acts which wraps up this whole issue, Acts 2:38. 
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Acts 2:38 in the (KJV) says: *°Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 
be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Notice three specific things are mentioned in this scripture that Apostle Peter 
is telling them, immediately after Pentecost has occurred: 

1. Repent of your sins 
2. Be baptized, and 
3. You shall receive the Holy Spirit. 

Now all three things are wrapped up in what I call the salvation 
package. If you are obedient to God’s word and do the first two of these, 
which is: 

QO Repent of your sins and 

a Then be baptized, as a public demonstration of your changed 
attitudes. You believe that your sins have been washed away by the blood of 
Jesus Christ, and by being baptized in public, you make a commitment 
before God and those people assembled, that you are now going to follow 
Christ, instead of Satan, for the rest of your life. If you do this, then: 

Q The third part of the verse shall come to pass. The Holy Spirit is 
given to every believer who follows this instruction, by faith and obedience. 
This allows each of us that ability to have our own private prayer language, 

which allows us to pray to God, to edify ourselves, and build up our faith, and 
the faith of those around us. 

Now that we understand a little better about what the kingdom of God is 
here on earth, right here and now, we will get a better insight into the rest of 
these promises given by Jesus, in the following verses. 


Promise 2: 


Verse 3 says: “Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted.” 

The scripture tells us that Jesus promised to send us the Holy Spirit, the 
Comforter. 

The Comforter appears 4 times in the New Testament: John 14:16, 26, John 
15:26 and John 16:7. 

Let us look at these four verses and see what it means. 

14:16 and I will pray the Father and he shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever; 

14:26But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, He_ shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

15:26But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall 
testify of me: 

16:7Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that I go away: 
for if Igo not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send him unto you. 

Firstly, Jesus identifies to us that because of the sin of Adam, death is a 
reality in this sinful world that we live in. 
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He also identifies to us that grieving is part of the healing process after 
there is a death of a loved one. 

But Jesus gives the believers hope. He tells us that He will send the 
Comforter to help us through this grieving process, so it won’t be so painful for 
us. 

That is why we see so many unbelievers at funerals finding it so difficult to 
come to terms with a loved one’s death. 

That is why the unbelievers have so much trouble with this grieving process. 
The comforter is not in their lives to help them, by healing their grief. 

Here again, as Pastors and Teachers we have an opportunity to witness to 
the unbeliever at funerals, about God’s compassion and mercy. 

He does not want them to go through this process alone. He wants them to 
believe in Him and His promises and he shall have the Holy Spirit, the 
Comforter helps them through the grieving process and be with them forever, 
in all situations. 


Promise 3: 


Verse 5: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

The Greek word for meek is G4239 dfaao, apparently a primary word; 
mild, that is, (by implication) humble:—meek. 

So we can Say alternatively: Blessed (happy to be envied) are the mild ones, 
for they shall inherit the earth, or: 

Blessed (happy to be envied) are the humble ones, for they shall inherit the 
earth. 

Notice it does not say: 
ao Blessed are the powerful, who want to rise up and overthrow the 
governments, or make nations follow after another religion or doctrine. 

a Nor does it say: blessed are the bullies! 
a Nor does it say: blessed are the corrupt, or deceitful. 

Another thing to notice about this promise is that it shall be fulfilled in the 
future. They shall inherit the earth. 

You can only inherit something after there has been a death. This promise 
was prophetic, as it was to become active, only after the death of Jesus Christ. 

Pastors and Teachers must teach about humbleness and meekness. Firstly, 
from the word and more importantly by example, in how you deal with your 
congregations, and secondly, with the unbelievers in the community around 
you. 

A humble, meek pastor is not a person who holds up his hands and gives 
up, NO! He is a person who believes that anger and strife will not solve a 
problem or a situation. 

That being calm and collected, being prepared to listen and give advice, 
based upon the promptings of the Holy Spirit in any situation will bring honour 
and glory to God. 

That type of witness does great things in God’s kingdom. 
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Promise 4: 


Verse 6 says: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after justice, 
for they shall be well satisfied. 

Some translations say: who hunger and thirst for righteousness sake 

This is a_parable saying: To hunger and thirst after anything is to mean 
that you have a deep desire burning inside you, which you cannot satisfy until 
you achieve your goal. 

To have a deep desire for justice means that whenever you see an injustice, 
you must do something to fix the problem. You cannot stay silent about 
injustice. 

People who have this desire burning deep within them become crusaders for 
things that they see which are wrong in their society or communities. 

They can’t stand injustice in any situation. 

The scripture tells us that we are the salt of the earth. We are the antiseptic 
which heals our communities. 

If the salt loses its flavour it is useless and is to be cast out into the street 
and trodden underfoot. 

All Christians must pray that God gives them this burning desire to speak 
out against injustice, whenever we see it. 

As Pastors and Teachers, we have the responsibility, to be leaders in this 
role. We must never be afraid to speak out against injustice be it in the 
church, in business, or in government. 

Even if we have to pay a price for it, God will honour our efforts and reward 
us, either in this life, or in the next, and we will have peace in our hearts. 


Promise 5: 


In verse 7 (KJV) it says these words: Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall have mercy. 

In the New Living translation it says: God blesses those who are 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

The Greek word used here is: G1655 déabitii, which means; compassionate 
(actively):—merciful. 

So we can restate this verse as follows: God blesses those who are 
compassionate, who are actively merciful, for they will be shown compassion, 
active mercy. 

The scripture tells us that Christians shall be known by their love. They shall 
be recognized by their love, their compassion, not only within the Body of 
Christ, but outside in the community, in fact in every situation they come 
across. 

This promise reminds us how we are to witness in the community, in which 
we live and serve Christ. 


Promise 6: 


Verse 8 says: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
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Up until now, we have been preparing ourselves, for this promise, which 
deals with our own heart. 

We must remember that scripture tells us that God knows the intentions of 
our heart, the inward thoughts, not the outward expressions of our lives. 

We are told in Romans 12:2 that we must continually renew our minds, so 
that nothing we have in our minds will affect our hearts. 

God places great importance with the state of our hearts, because out of our 
hearts comes our desires and our actions, both good and bad. 

If our hearts are pure (and are kept pure) Jesus Christ has promised us that 
we shall see God. That is awesome!!! 

Imagine being able to see God without putting a shade cloth over our faces 
like what happened in the wilderness with the Jews. The only person who was 
able to come into God’s presence there was Moses. 


Promise 7: 


Verse 9 says: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall see God. 
Gi518 akiiciidiéUd, From Gi518 and G4160; pacificatory, that is, 
(subjectively) peaceable: peacemaker. 


The New Living Translation says: ? God blesses those who work for peace, 
for they will be called the children of God. 

There is clear promise here. God says those who work for peace will be 
called the Children of God. 

This means in the home, in the schools & universities, in the workplace, in 
the community, in the nation and between nations. 

The people, who work for peace, are putting the needs of others, before 
their own needs - they are being selfless, not selfish. 

Scripture tells us that we have to become “less of self” and “more of Christ”. 

Fulfilling this promise in our lives is a good way to witness and be the hands 
and feet extended of Jesus Christ. 


CHAPTER FIVE: THE BEATITUDES — PART 2 


In the first lesson we learnt about the first 7 promises made by Jesus to us 
in The Beatitudes, as recorded in Matthew’s Gospel, Chapter Five, and verses 
1-9. We now commence at Matthew chapter 5 verse 10. 


Promise 8: 


Blessed are those who are persecuted, for the sake of justice, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed (happy to be envied) are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness sake. 
Notice this is the only thing you will get blessed for, if you are persecuted. 
You will not be blessed if you are persecuted because you are: 
a Corrupt or deceitful 
a If you tell lies, or steal 
a If you are an adulterer, or fornicator 
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a In fact if you break any of God’s laws, you will not be blessed if you 
are persecuted. 

No! If you do any of these things and are persecuted for it that is God’s 
punishment for you. 

That may upset some people reading this book ~~ but that is what God’s 
word says. If you want to be blessed, stand up for righteousness and justice. If 
you don’t then expect punishment! 

In the New Living translation it says this: God blesses those who are 
persecuted because they live for God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
theirs. 


Promise 9: 


Matt. 5:11 through Matt. 5:12 (KJV) ‘‘Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. 1* Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you. 

In the New Living Translation it says: ?77"God blesses you when you 
are mocked and persecuted and lied about because you are my 
followers. 17Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits 
you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted, 
too. 

So what does this mean for a Christian? It means that Christians have a 
responsibility to speak out against injustice. Not only the pastors, and teachers, 
but all Christians! Wherever we see it we must speak out against injustice. 


We are to be seen to live for God — and for God only. 

Will we be persecuted because we do this? Yes, they will even make up false 
stories about us and even try to have us arrested by the authorities, but we 
should give praise and honour to Jesus Christ that we are being persecuted for 
this, why? 

Because it means that we are getting Satan and his band of warriors upset 
by our lifestyles. We are clearly showing the world that we are living for God 
and Satan does not like that because it means we are encroaching upon his 
territory, upon his turf. 

We are winning the battle against the evil one, when we are seen to be 
living for God. Remember: Satan is defeated by the word of our 
testimony. 


Promise 10: (NLT) 


13 “Voy are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its 
flavor? Can you make it useful again? It will be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot as worthless. 

Jesus refers to the believer as “the salt of the earth”. What did this mean 
to the people listening to Jesus at that time? 
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o People used salt as currency, as a type of money. It had value. 

a These people knew that salt could be used as an antiseptic, to help 
heal wounds. 

a They knew that it is used to bring out the true flavour of food. 

a They knew it could also be used in cold climates to stop water from 
freezing at its normal temperature. 

o Because they had no refrigerators, they knew that you could use 
salt to act as a preservative. 

Jesus was saying to these people, that if you believe in Jesus Christ, you can 
be a person that: 

o Has value. You are worth something. Don’t underestimate your 
value. 

o You are a person that can heal hurts in people’s lives in the 
situations around you. 

a You are a person that can relate to people in a way, which brings 
out their true credentials and their true capabilities, even their hidden 
talents. All of these things can be achieved if you have the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit operating and manifesting itself in your lives. 

But then Jesus goes on to say these words: But what good is salt if it has 
lost its flavor? Can you make it useful again? 

If salt has lost its flavour it has gone bad. It cannot be used for the purposes 
we normally use it for. There is no way to make it salty again. It is useless. It 
has no value. 

For us today this means: If we don’t display the attributes, characteristics or 
qualities of a Christian, then we have lost our value, we are worthless, we are 
no longer preserved. 

Jesus then goes on to say: It will be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot as worthless. 

Yes, that is the prophetic statement and indication of what will happen to 
Christians who ceases to show all the characteristics of his/her Christian 
nature. 

They will be cast out into the street, to be trodden underfoot by all passers 
by — both believers and unbelievers, even by the animals. This is a warning 
that we must all recognise and keep before our faces. 

To be trampled underfoot, means that we would be treated with the same 
disdain as cow and camel droppings, which were in the street at that time. 
When people came into their houses, the first thing they did was take-off their 
shoes, and wash their feet, to remove the dirt of the street. 

Jesus was telling those people listening to Him that if they became worthless 
salt they would be washed away with the trash from the street. 

Therefore, we must be continually checking that our outward appearance is 
that of a practising Christian. It is important to make sure that our hearts and 
minds also reflect the qualities of a true Christian, because the scripture tells us 
that Jesus knows the intentions and examines the heart of each and every 
person. 

Jesus goes on to explain these concepts further with another parable in the 
next few verses. 
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In verses 14-16 Jesus tells this parable: (Aramaic translation) 

You are indeed the light of the world; a city that is built upon a mountain 
cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
lamp stand, so that it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so 
shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your father in 
heaven. 

You are the light of the world. You make an impact on the darkness - 
you make an impact into Satan’s domain and wherever there is light, darkness 
is dispelled — it is pushed away. 

A city built on a hill can be seen from many miles away. In fact it can be 
seen on the horizon, which is more than one days camel travel away. 

Jesus was saying that your actions and your position on many issues could 
be seen from a long distance. That is why it is so important to act as a 
Christian at all times, there are so many people watching you —- even when you 
think your actions are in secret, you can be seen more than 1 days journey 
away. (In the spiritual realm) 

When you light a lamp it is to give light to all in the household. Therefore it 
is important to realise that your actions will have a direct effect on those other 
persons in your close proximity — within your household. 

If you act as the light of God‘s word, then you will dispel all of the darkness 
within your house, providing protection to the occupants within your house, as 
well as a positive witness and encouragement for them to follow your example. 

Jesus went to say that your actions will affect the men around you and that 
they will glorify God the Father, because of the good works that you do. They 
will give witness to the Father that you are doing good works. Therefore God 
has to bless you, because of their testimony. 

Verse 17 has caused much controversy over the centuries. 

Do not suppose that I have come to weaken the law, or the prophets; I have 
not come to weaken, but to fulfil. 

In the New Literal translation it says: 77“Don’t misunderstand why I 
have come. I did not come to abolish the Law of Moses, or the writings 
of the prophets. No, I came to fulfill them. 

Take note carefully. Jesus says quite clearly that He did not come to 
abolish the laws of Moses, or the writings of the prophets. 

Therefore we must not just brush off the Old Testament as a historical 
document. The laws, which are laid down for us in the Old Testament, the 
prophecies, which have yet to be fulfilled in the New Testament, are still 
relevant today. 

Therefore it is important that all new believers not only know the saving 
grace of the blood of Jesus Christ, but also where they have come from, and 
what they have achieved through Jesus Christ - and where they are going to 
spend eternity. 

Therefore as pastors and teachers, we cannot ignore the Old Testament. It 
is a shadow of what is to come and a fulfillment of prophecy in the book of 
Isaiah, which told that Jesus would: 

a be born of a virgin, 
OQ grow up to become God’s advocate 
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perform miracles 

be a great teacher 

be wrongly accused 

be wrongly tried and convicted 

be crucified, yet innocent of any crime 

be resurrected, as a witness to God’s power over life and death 
o Be our advocate in heaven at the right hand of God the Father. 

And Jesus stated His true purpose. He came to fulfil the law and become the 
“perfect sacrifice” - a “once for all time” sacrifice. 

No longer would the high priest have to go into the Holy of Holies, once a 
year to perform the sin sacrifice, on behalf of himself and the whole nation of 
Israel. 

When Jesus gave up His own life, as the “perfect Lamb of God”, the need for 
animal sacrifices was over for ever. 

When we understand the meaning of the Old Testament Passover, and the 
New Testament “Covenant Passover”, which took place when Jesus took the 
elements before His crucifixion, we better understand the relationship between 
the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

Jesus told His disciples what each of the elements were to represent and He 
told them “as often as you break this bread (my Body) and drink this wine (the 
new covenant in my blood) you proclaim my death and resurrection till I come 
again.” 

If there is any doubt in whether the Old Testament is to be still considered 
relevant today, Jesus made that very clear in verses 18-19 

18T assure you, until heaven and earth disappear, even the smallest 
detail of God’s law will remain until its purpose is achieved. 1°So if you 
break the smallest commandment and teach others to do the same, 
you will be the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys 
God’s laws and teaches them will be great in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

So let us look at this passage carefully: 

uo Jesus has told us that there will be a new heaven and a new earth 
when He comes again to claim His bride, but until that time comes, this 
heaven and earth shall remain. 

au Therefore until Jesus comes again, His laws, as defined in the Old 
Testament shall remain, not even the smallest element shall be removed 
or excluded, until all the purposes of the law have been achieved. 
(Remember that the scripture tells us that the word of God shall not 
return void until it has achieved the purpose for which it was sent. ) 

a Isaiah 55:11 says: ‘'So shall my word be that goeth forth out 
of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it 

uo Please note the warning to pastors and teachers who teach wrong 
doctrine. You will be judged for your wrong teaching, (or example) and 
be the least in the kingdom of heaven. 


Oococoodo 
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o But Jesus then goes on to give a great promise for pastors and 
teachers who obey and teach God’s laws - They will be great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 

But Jesus ends this parable with a further warning in verse 20 : 7? “But I 
warn you—unless you obey God better than the teachers of religious 
law and the Pharisees do, you can’t enter the Kingdom of Heaven at all! 

Jesus Himself is speaking and He says this: But I_ warn youl!!! in 
other words —- [make sure that you understand what I am going to say 
completely] 

Unless you obey God better than the teachers of religious law (in the 
temple) and the Pharisees do. 

Jesus singled out specifically the religious teachers, who were teaching 
the religious law in the temple and the Pharisees for this comparison. 

Jesus said that they knew the law, that they were teaching the law, but 
that they were not following these laws themselves! 

These were teachers of the law — but not doers of the law. Jesus told us 
in the New Testament to be not hearers of the law only — but doers of the 
law also. 

Jesus told us that if we are not better teachers and obedient servants to 
God’s law, than the teachers in the temple, then as pastors and teachers we 
will not even be allowed into heaven. 

So that is why the scripture says that at the judgement time many will say: 
I preached in your name, I healed people in your name, I gave food and 
clothing to the poor in your name - but Jesus will answer and say to them: 
“Get away from me - I do not know you.” 

Why will Jesus say this? Because they did these things in Jesus’ name, but 
did not practise these same things in their own lives. 


CHAPTER SIX: THE BEATITUDES -—- PART 3 


In part 2 we looked at Matthew chapter 5, up to verse 20, and what 
happens if we do not follow God's laws, especially for pastors and teachers, 


Verse 21: [Aramaic translation] You have heard that it was said to 
those before you, [to those of old] You shall not kill, and whoever kills 
is guilty before the court. But I say unto you, that whoever becomes 
angry with his brother for no reason is guilty before the court; and 
whoever should say to his brother “RACA” (which means, I spit on 
you) is guilty before the congregation; and whoever says to his brother 
, "YOU ARE EFFEMINATE” [Aramaic meaning “brutish” or “abnormal”] 
is condemned to hellfire. 

[KJV] 21¥6 have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not 
kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: ?7But I say 
unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 
danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be 
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in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger 
of hell fire. 


[NLT]21"Vo1, have heard that the law of Moses says, ‘Do not murder. If you 
commit murder, you are subject to judgment.’ ?*But I say, if you are angry with 
someone, you are subject to judgment! If you call someone an idiot, you are in 
danger of being brought before the high council. And if you curse (blaspheme) 
someone, you are in danger of the fires of hell. 

Jesus takes this commandment in the Old Testament to a new level of 
relationship and responsibility and understanding, for all people who follow 
after God’s laws. 

Jesus was saying that the tongue can also kill. What we say can kill 
spiritually and emotionally. We are to be judged not only by our physical 
actions, but also by what we say, as well as what we do. Notice, there are 
different places where these judgements will take place. 

If you kill someone (physically), you will be taken and judged before the 
courts, in accordance with the laws of the land in which you live. 

In the Old Testament times this would result in your death. Nowadays, it 
maybe death, or life imprisonment, or a set time in prison. Whatever, the judge 
decides. 

If you insult your brother with words, you are brought before the high 
council, or (congregation) for a decision and punishment. 

This is one for the few places in the New Testament where Jesus 
says that a congregation will have the responsibility of listening to 
accusations and making a judgement on other believers. 


This is why we are told to keep short accounts with God. The only way to 
have this punishment removed from us is to repent before our aggrieved 
brother and to ask God for forgiveness. 

Jesus then lays out a series of ways to deal with these issues. 

In verses 23-24 we have an interesting observation: 7?"So if you are 
standing before the altar in the Temple, offering a sacrifice to God, and you 
suddenly remember that someone has something against you, *4leave your 
sacrifice there beside the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come 
and offer your sacrifice to God. 

Firstly, you cannot make an offering to God if you know that your brother 
has a grievance with you, because God will not accept your offering under 
these circumstances. 


But Jesus says that it is our responsibility to make the first move 
and go to the brother who has a grievance against us, and commence 
the reconciliation process. 


Only after you have reconciled with your brother can you back before God 
and make your offering. 
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Jesus also makes it clear that you should try to resolve all these issues 
amicably, before your brother takes you to the court, because at court the 
decision might go against you and you might end up in prison. 

As pastors and teachers it is very important to make these points very clear 
to our congregations. Any grievances which exist between brothers (and 
sisters) within the Body of Christ must be resolved amicably within the church 
body; not in the courts of the unbelievers. Why does Jesus want us to do 
this? 

While we are here on this earth, this is our training ground for our future 
life, when we will rule and reign with Jesus. If we cannot resolve issues here 
among the brethren, then how are we going to be able to rule and rein for 
eternity over those areas which Christ will give us authority to rule? 

The other thing to understand is that if we go to the court to solve an issue 
between 2 (or more) believers, then we are giving a bad witness of what a 
Christian should be, and how a Christian should act. 

In verse 27 Jesus addresses an issue which was causing concern among the 
Jews at that time and has continued to cause problems among believers ever 
since. 


In Verse 27 Jesus says these words: You have heard that it is said; You 


shall not commit adultery. But I say unto you that whoever looks at a 
woman with lust, has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

Jesus was quoting straight from the Law of Moses, and everybody knew 
what He was He was talking about — what He was saying. 

There were severe penalties for both men and women who were caught in 
an adulterous situation. Even at the time of Jesus Christ, men and women were 
stoned to death if they were found guilty of adultery. 

But Jesus expands the responsibility of this law and explains the hidden 
meaning behind such a law. 

Jesus was explaining that it is from the heart that sin is committed. A man 
can look at a woman with his eyes and perceive in his mind that she is 
beautiful. But it is from the heart that desire will erupt, to consider an action 
against that woman. If that thought is against God’s law, then sin (in God’s 
eyes) has already been committed. 

This is why it is so important for women to wear clothes which do not cause 
man to sin. But even if the woman does wear inappropriate clothing, the 
responsibility still remains with the man not to sin. 

Men cannot blame the women for “leading them on”, for God has given 
them a spirit of choice, in their minds and hearts. 

This is why it is so important to monitor what your young children and your 
teenage children and yourselves are watching on TV, via the internet, or 
reading at the local stores. 

If they see pornographic images in these media, then they become 
de-sensitised to this evil and are more likely to commit this sin. 
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Jesus goes on to explain this further in verses 29 and 30. In verse 28, Jesus 
identifies that an action from the heart defiles the body and causes it to sin. 

Here Jesus goes on to say that if a part of the body causes you to stumble 
and you cannot control it, then cut it off, so that the rest of the body does not 
become contaminated by the sin which this part causes. 

He uses another similar parable in another part of scripture to say that one 
bad apple in a barrel of apples will eventually cause all the apples to become 
bad an inedible. 

The bottom line here is simple: THE WHOLE BODY MUST BE PURE AND 
KEPT HOLY, by continually going before the Father and asking forgiveness for 
Our sins. 

In the Old Testament, Job prayed for his sons before God the Father. He 
prayed for the sins that they “knowingly had done” & for the sins that they 
had “unknowingly done”. 

Job realised that all sins were accountable before God. He also realised that 
all sins could be forgiven by God - except the sin of cursing (blaspheming) 


the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus makes this very clear in His own words, as recorded in the Gospel of 


Mark. 

[Mark 3:28-29] 7° Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto 
the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith so ever they shall 
blaspheme: 22 But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath 
never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation: 


Verse 31 says: [KJV] 31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his 
wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: ?*But I say unto you, That 
whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causes 
her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced 
committeth adultery. 

In the New Living Translation, it says: 7“You have heard that the law of 
Moses says, ‘A man can divorce his wife by merely giving her a letter of 
divorce.” 3*But I say that a man, who divorces his wife, unless she has been 
unfaithful, causes her to commit adultery. And anyone who marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery. 

Here Jesus was making it plain that the only justification for giving a wife 
a divorce was if she was found guilty of adultery. As per scripture, a_man 
cannot divorce his wife for any other reason. 

But it would be better if the husband was able to forgive her and not give 
her a letter of divorce, because in forgiving her this sin, then Jesus is able to 
forgive the husband his sins. 

Remember in the Lord’s prayer we pray these words: “Forgive us our 
trespasses (our sins) as we forgive those who trespass (who sin) 
against us.” 

Notice the last part of this scripture: If anyone marries a divorced woman 
then they commit adultery - both of them. 
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This may seem a hard teaching to follow in today’s “modern society” where 
people think they know better than God and that these rules are not applicable 
today. But God’s word is unchanging - In Hebrew 13:8 it says: Heb. 13:8 
(KJV) ®Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever. (Remember 
that Jesus is the word, who became flesh and dwelt amongst us) 

So let us recap on this teaching: 

1. A man may only issue a divorcement letter, if his wife is found 
guilty of adultery. (not assumed, or suspected of - but proven by 4 
witnesses) 

2. It is better (for the husband) to forgive his wife this indiscretion, so 
that God can forgive him his sins. 

3. If a woman is divorced, then she must remain unmarried, 
otherwise the man she marries will be also guilty of adultery with her. 

4. In all these situations, God is clearly proclaiming that the vow of 
marriage is sacred and must be respected at all times. 


Pastors and teachers, please notice, that Jesus does not say anywhere in 
Scripture that a Christian can have more than one wife. 

In fact, in the book of Timothy, it is made quite clear that to be an elder, or 
a pastor you must be the husband of one wife. No secondary wives allowed. 

Now this may cause some problems in your congregations, because there 
may have been people who have been married, have got divorced and have got 
re-married again. 

It is all about their belief system and timing. 

If they got married and divorced before they become Christians, then the 
original marriage was not sanctified by God in the first place. 

However if any marriage was performed in a church, was witnessed by a 
pastor and a congregation, before God, then this marriage is seen by God to 
be holy and sacred, so these rules must apply. 

If a couple have been married in this way and they do become divorced (for 
any reason other than adultery) then they must ask God for mercy and 
forgiveness, as they did not know or understand God laws in relation to this 
matter. 

Similarly, if a divorced Christian woman then remarries, she must also ask 
God for mercy and forgiveness, as the relationship needs to become clean, 
pure and sacred, in God’s eyes, otherwise God cannot bless that relationship ~ 
nor their children. 

To have more than one wife is still following the ways of the pagans and the 
unbelievers. This has to stop! And it has to be taught very clearly among the 
churches. 


30 


CHAPTER SEVEN: THE BEATITUDES —- PART 4 


In the Old Testament, it was customary to make an oath before the Lord, 
and that oath was binding until death. 

But here Jesus explains that there is a better way and He explains why. 
Jesus says; never swear (never make and oath) on anything: 

a Heaven - because it is God’s throne 

a The earth — because it is under God’s feet 

a Neither by Jerusalem - because it is the city of a great king 

a Neither shall you make an oath, on your own head (or the head of 
anyone of your family) because you cannot create one single hair on your 
own head — neither black nor white. 

Jesus was saying you cannot do one thing to make a change in these things, 
so they are not to be mocked by you making an oath on them. 

This is very important for us to understand and to teach because we are 
asked to make oaths on many occasions. 

For example: 

If you are taken into a courtroom to give evidence, you are asked to take 
the oath on a bible. 

Now firstly, this means that the court recognises the authority of this book —- 
the Bible. Therefore, it must also recognise the authority of the words in this 
book, which tells all practising Christians not to make an oath on anything. 

This means you have to tell the judge why you cannot make an oath on the 
Bible — because it specifically tells us not to do so. 

This is an opportunity to witness before the court of the unbeliever about 
the truth in God’s word. 

You can go on to say that the same books tell us not to lie, not to bare false 
witness, nor to speak untruths. 

In this case in verse 37 it says to say yes, or no. Nothing more, or nothing 
less! 

In most cases, if you say this to a judge, quoting the chapter and verse from 
the Bible, they will ask for those verses to be read out in the court. 

Once that is done they will ask you: Do you believe this word? When you 
answer yes, they will say OK, you do not have to disobey God’s word. 

This is a powerful testimony in the courts. If they refuse to acknowledge 
this, then you are now being persecuted for righteousness sake. 

We have already studied this. You will receive a reward in heaven for your 
actions. 


In Old Testament times, right back to Cain and Abel, we see that there is a 
desire in the human mind set to “get even” when somebody hurts us, or seems 
to get the better of us. 
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In the Old Testament if you stole something, you had to give it back, or pay 
a penalty. 

If you attacked a person and damaged his eye, then they wanted to damage 
your eye as restitution - to “get even”. 

But this method of punishment and reprisal went on for centuries and 
became blood feuds, or tribal feuds, which resulted in wars. 

If you raided a tribe and took one of their daughters and raped her, or took 
her as your wife, then that tribe had the right to come and do the same to your 
daughters. 

Jesus said that what you were in fact doing was returning one evil deed for 
another. God was not getting any glory out of your actions at all -— Satan was 
having a field day. Satan was getting the victory, so this practise had to 
change. 

Verse 39 says: But I (Jesus Christ) say unto you: that you should not resist 
evil; but whoever strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him and let him strike 
you on the left cheek as well. Offer up no resistance what so ever. 

In Aramaic, the language that Jesus actually spoke, the words “turn the 
cheek” meant something special. It meant, “Do not start a quarrel or a 
fight”. 

So here, Jesus was telling His followers, to restrain themselves. Do not let 
evil triumph, do not start a quarrel or a fight, even if it causes you pain. Be 
obedient to God’s word and you will receive God’s blessing for that, because of 
the witness of your actions. Jesus went on to explain this concept even further 
in verses 40 - 42. 

In today’s society, if we are to go to court and people want to take 
something from us, we use whatever means at our disposal to keep as much as 
we can and only give the minimum ordered by the courts. 

Jesus on the other hand says be generous by your giving. If they want you 
shirt, then give him your coat, or robe also. Give more than they ask — not 
less. In doing this you give honour to God in heaven. 

In a similar manner the custom was that a Roman soldier could ask you to 
carry his spear, or some other burden one mile for him. Jesus says be more 
generous, carry the burden an extra mile — without them even asking you to. 

Jesus then says; if anyone asks from you, give to him (if it is humanly 
possible for you). If they ask to borrow from you do not refuse him. 

In setting out these examples Jesus was preparing the stage for a sound 
teaching by example: 

In all of the examples listed above we could have done what was asked, 
grudgingly, and fulfilled the “letter of the law”. 

However in doing these things with this attitude in our hearts, we were still 
really disobeying the “spirit of the law”. 

Jesus says we must clearly show that we are fulfilling the spirit of the law, 
without regrets. In fact we are so glad to do what is requested, we even go 
beyond what is asked for and bless them with extras. 

In the remainder of Chapter 5 Jesus expounds on the Old Testament 
understanding of relationships, and how to act with people. His teachings on 
this issue, was to turn the world upside down. 
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In the Old Testament it was said to love your friends, but hate you enemies. 
It even said that some people in the Old Testament hated their enemies with a 
perfect hate. 

But here Jesus says not to hate anyone - not even your enemies. This got 
everybody's attention. How could you not hate your enemies??? 

Jesus says to turn this whole situation around for God’s glory. 

ao Love your enemies. It is very hard for a person to continue to 
hate you if you show love to them. Jesus was saying that if you continue 
to show love to your enemies, then very soon they will hate you less until 
it becomes non-existent. 

a Jesus went on to say that you should do good to those who hate 
you. Don’t do evil for evil. You can use love to defeat all your enemies. 
LOVE CASTS OUT HATE!!! 

a Bless those who curse you. Here again Jesus was showing by 
this example not to return evil for evil, but good for evil. If someone 
curses you, then bless him. It will be the last thing they expect and it will 
get their attention. It will cause them to think. Why did they bless me 
when I did things to hurt them??? 

ag Pray for people who kidnap you, or conquer you, or 
persecute you by force. Prayer changes things and situations. When 
you pray in these circumstances God hears in heaven and with act. 

In conclusion, Jesus was trying to tell the people listening to Him 
that there is a better way to do all the things He mentioned, which 
will give glory to God the Father and take away any glory for Satan. 

As pastors and teachers we must always be telling our congregations the 
better way to do things, by our own examples and the examples of our 
family members. If they see us doing what is right there will be a better 
possibility that they will follow our example. 

Remember, Jesus said the sheep hear my voice and follow Me. They need 
to hear and see the shepherd (the pastor) speaking to the sheep (the 
congregation) but also being the good example for them to follow. 

Pastor cannot be leaders who tell their congregations: Don’t do what I 
do, but do what I say. That is a bad example. 

We are told not to be hearers of the word - but doers also. Pastors 
cannot be speakers of the word, without being doers of the word also. 


CHAPTER EIGHT: THE BEATITUDES - PART 5 
Jesus commences this section in Matthew chapter 6 with a warning! 


Be careful concerning your alms (your giving), not to do them in the 
presence of men, merely that they may see them; otherwise you will have no 
reward with your Father in heaven. 

Therefore when you give alms, do not blow a trumpet before you, just as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the market places, so that they 
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maybe glorified by men. Truly, I say to you they have already received their 
reward. 

Jesus was making it clear that there were some people who were making 
their tithes and offerings this way. They were making it known that they were 
giving large amounts of money for this or that cause, or they were making 
announcements in the streets or in the synagogues about their giving to the 
temple. 

In all of these cases that Jesus mentioned the people were trying to make 
themselves out to be great. They wanted the credit for their actions. Jesus said 
that this is all the reward that they shall receive. 

Because they made their giving with the wrong attitude, they would not get 
a blessing from God. As far as God is concerned, their alms are worthless. 

What Jesus was trying to show the people is that God really does not need 
our money. He owns all the cattle on a thousand hills and he owns all the 
precious stones and gems that are in the earth. God does not need our money. 

But what He does need is for us to recognise that when we give, we do it in 
a humble manner. We do it in secret. It is a matter between us and God (and 
no-one else). 

What we do in this attitude of humbleness and gratitude, recognising that 
God the Father gave us His all, when He gave up His Son to die on the cross for 
our sins. This is the most awesome gift that has ever been offered up for 
mankind. It is a gift that we cannot repay. 

So when we give in this spiritual attitude, God sees the intentions of our 
hearts in secret ~ but He rewards us openly in public. 

Jesus even says that the widow woman who gave just a penny in fact gave 
more than anyone else. Others gave out of their abundance, but she gave all 
that she had. She made a “sacrificial” offering ~ it cost her something. It was 
not an offering from her excess; it was all that she had. 


It was customary at the time of Jesus Christ, for men to be seen in the 
synagogues making a spectacle of themselves when they prayed. Jesus even 
makes a comparison in one of His parables about the Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector who come to pray at the temple. 

The Pharisee tells anybody who is listening how good he is, how he does this 
for God and that for God, how righteous he is, etc. He is in fact just blowing his 
own trumpet, not praying to God at all. 

On the other hand, the Tax Collector come in humbleness, stating that he is 
a sinner, that he is not worthy to come to the synagogue and pray to God, or 
ask God for anything, even for forgiveness. But he believes in God’s mercy and 
compassion, therefore he comes and pours out his heart before the Lord. 

Jesus asks the question: Which prayer will be heard by God and answered? 


Yet it is the Pharisee who knows and teaches the law to the people. But 


even though he teaches this to the people he has failed to understand what he 
was teaching, because he has failed to put it into practise in his own life. 
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This is a clear warning to us, as pastors and teachers. It is not enough to 
know the Word, but we must also understand the Word and put it into practise 
in our own lives as a living example to those around us - both within the 
congregation, and in the world of unbelievers in which we live. 

- in fact using the gift of 
Revelation Knowledge, He tells of future events. [Which we now know have 
already taken place]. 

Jesus says this: Do not pray standing at street corners so that you can be 
seen by men. Truly I say to you that they have already received their reward. 

Jesus was saying that there will come a time (in the future) when people will 
pray this way. 

People will pray on street corners, in clear view of the people and they will 
do this because they believe that this is the right thing for them to do. 

But Jesus goes on to say that these people have already received their 
reward (their answer to their prayers). They have been seen by men. God will 
not give them any further credit for their prayers, if they pray this way. 

Jesus was telling us that the time would come when there would rise up a 
religion who would pray this way. But Jesus said that the prayers they pray by 
this method would not receive any heavenly blessing. They have already 
received their reward for these prayers. 

We know now who these people are and what religion they belong to. They 
worship a form of God, but they do not get any blessing from it because they 
do it for the wrong reason. 

The scripture clearly tells us that salvation is a gift from God — it cannot be 
earned by works. 

The scripture also tells us in John 14:6. I AM the way, (I AM) the truth, and 
(I AM) the life; no man (or woman) comes to the Father except through Me (I 
AM). 

You cannot get to heaven by believing on Buddha, or Mohammad, or even 
believing on Mother Mary. No! Jesus makes it very clear in the Word. He is the 
ONLY WAY. He is the Door, through which we can enter once again into the 
throne room of grace. 

He is the only one who can forgive our sins by the sacrifice of His perfect 
Body on the cross - in our place, for our sins. 

Then Jesus makes a distinction for those who believe on His name. 

In verse 6 He says: But as for you, (the believer) when you pray, enter into 
your inner chamber and lock the door, and pray to your Father who is in secret, 
and your Father who sees in secret shall reward you openly. 

Jesus goes on to say: Do not pray repeating your words over and over 
again. This is how the pagans pray. 

God is not stupid. He does not need you to repeat your requests over and 
over again. 

Remember God knows the innermost thoughts of your heart. It is enough 
that you speak these desires once to Him and He will then act upon them. 

Jesus then gives an example of how we are to pray: Jesus says pray in this 
manner — pray like this; 
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“Our Father, which art in Heaven” is the beginning of the Lord’s Prayer, but 
surprisingly enough, the “Lord’s Prayer” is very similar to extracts from pieces 
of many Jewish prayers - all of which the disciples would have been familiar 
with, and been able to recite off by heart. 

Jesus used the Rabbinical form of teaching, to indicate the process of “how 
to” pray. For example: In the Old & New Testament there are many references 
to the Law being given to Moses. 

That was all that was needed for the Jews to know that the person speaking 
was referring to the 10 commandments and later the 613 Levitical laws. 

Even today we use the same concept when we say: It says in John 3:16... 
We assume that the people know this scripture, so we don’t expand it any 
further. 

Similarly when we talk about sin we say Romans 3:23 and assume that the 
people listening know that particular scripture. 

Let us examine the contents of the Lord’s Prayer carefully, and see where it 
originates from, and what Jesus was really trying to tell His disciples and the 
people sitting down listening to Him. 


heaven” (Talmud, Joma. 76a.) 
“Hallowed be the name” Extolled and hallowed be His 
great name” 
(Kaddish Prayer) 


“Thy Kingdom come” “His Kingdom come, His 


salvation spring forth, His Messiah 
comes”. 
(Kaddish Prayer) 
“Thy will be done on earth, as it “Do His will as if it were your 
is (already being done) in heaven” | own”. 
(Talmud: Sayings of the 
Fathers 2:4.) 
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Give us this day our daily Rabbi Simon Ben Yochai was 
bread” asked by his disciples; “Why did 
the manna not come down from 
heaven once a year - for the whole 
year?” He replied; “This thing may 
be compared to a king of flesh and 
blood, who had one son, whom he 
gave his allowance once a year, so 
that he would visit his father once 
a year only. Thereupon he gave 
him his allowance every day, so 
that he called on his father every 
day. The same with Israel. One 
who had four or five children would 
worry saying: Perhaps no manna 
will come down tomorrow, and all 
will die of hunger. Thus’ the 
Israelites had to turn their 
attention to their Father in Heaven. 
(daily to ensure that they received 
His bountiful supply of food). 
Talmud. Joma 76a. 


“And forgive us our debts as we “Raba says: He who does not 
forgive our debtors” exercise his right to punish his 
(see also Matt. 5:23-24,|fellowman, is forgiven all his 
Matt. 18:21-35) iniquities.” 
Talmud Rosh ha-Shana 17a 


“And lead us not into temptation “Do not lead me to_ sin, 
but deliver us from evil” temptation, and shameful 
behaviour ... Deliver me from the 
evil inclination.” 
(Night Prayer) 
“Lord our God, God of our 
Fathers, be it thy will to deliver us 
this day and every day from ... an 
evil man, from evil desire, from an 
evil friend, from an evil neighbour, 
from ill happenings, from the evil 
eye and from an evil tongue.” 
(Morning Prayer) 


“For thine is the Kingdom and “For thine is the Kingdom and 
the power and the glory for ever” thou shalt reign in glory for ever.” 
(Morning Prayer) 


Here Jesus was using the “Rabbinical method” of shorthand teaching. He 
was quoting the first line of many prayers that the disciples and the people 
listening to Him knew and could recite off by heart. He did not have to expound 
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this line of teaching any further, because all those listening recognised the 
prayer and knew what comes next. 

Unfortunately, for western society and Christians elsewhere in the world, 
who do not have a Jewish heritage, we cannot recognise the significance of 
what we were being told by Jesus, unless we are pointed in the right direction 
by our Pastors or Teachers. 

Jesus was laying a foundation for the believers about “How to” pray. Jesus 
was giving them an example of the “technique of praying.” 

For those who want to know more about this they can ask for a copy of my 
book: “Getting Closer To God - The Prayer Series”, which is a series of 
teaching sessions about prayer, how to pray, what to pray for (what not to 
pray for) why some prayers get answered and some don’t seem to be 
answered. If you want a copy then please send me an email request to 
nimcs@live.com.au and I will forward a PDF copy to you free of charge. 


In verse 16, He says: When you fast, do not look sad like the hypocrites; 
for they disfigure their faces, so that it may appear to men that they are 
fasting. Truly I say to you; that they have already received their reward. 

What was Jesus saying here? 

Should we fast? Yes, but not like those people mentioned in verse 16. 

In verse 17 Jesus tells the Christians how they should fast. When you fast 
do this: 

uo Wash your face, and anoint your head (This is so that it may 
appear to men that you are not fasting). 

u Fasting is something that you do in secret. It is between you and 
God. What God sees in secret he will reward! 

Fasting is very important for each individual and for the Body of Christ, 
especially as a Corporate Body of believers. 

There are some accounts in scripture where the disciples could not heal a 
person’s sickness by laying hands upon them alone. They came to Jesus and 
asked why they could not heal this particular sickness. Jesus replied that for 
this illness you had to Fast and Pray, so that the healing could be completed. 

Pastors and teachers need to teach their churches “How to fast” and 
“How to Pray”, so that no illness or sickness is beyond their capability to see 
positive results, when laid before the Lord God Almighty. 


Do not lay up for yourselves treasures buried in the ground, a place where 
rust and moth destroy and where thieves break through and steal. 

Jesus was saying do not layup earthly treasures, because they have no 
eternal value. Neither houses, nor cars, nor any other riches. 

With nothing did you come into this world and with nothing will you go out 
of it. You cannot take your earthly treasures with you. Nor can you prevent 
them from being attacked here on earth by rust, or moth or thieves. 
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If you have treasures laid up here on earth, you will always be worried 
about them. Your heart will be centred, in fact focussed on your earthly 
treasures, not on things of God. 

Jesus goes on to say that we should try to lay up treasures in heaven, where 
there will be nothing to take away from its eternal value, or destroy it. 

Jesus concludes that where your treasure is their will be your heart also. If 
we lay up treasures in heaven, it will be our focus and our heart’s desire. 

Many Christians find this teaching very hard to practise, because they have 
worked hard for the physical and monetary things they have accumulated. 

But God says do not concentrate on this world, because we don’t belong 
here. We are just passing through. 


CHAPTER NINE: THE BEATITUDES —- PART 6 


In Matthew chapter 6 commencing at verse 22 Jesus makes this statement 
about our spirituality - the spiritual health of our souls: The eye is the lamp 
of the Body; if therefore your eye is bright, your whole body with be 
lighted. But if your eye is diseased, your whole body will be dark. 

If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how much greater 
will be your darkness. 

The eye is the spiritual indicator of the state of our souls’ health. If your 
spiritual health is good, then it is reflected in your eyes. They will be bright and 
your whole body will be illuminated. 

This means that people will know that you are a Christian, because they will 
be able to see it in your presence, in your stature and in your speech and 
witness. 

Your spiritual health will suffer if your eye is diseased. If your eye is 
diseased then you will feel the effects of it in your spiritual soul. 

Many may find this difficult to comprehend, but this is what the Lord says 
and we must remember that Jesus Christ is the master healer, the master 
physician. 

Jesus tells us in scripture that He came to heal all those who are sick and 
who are afflicted by the evil one. Jesus in fact knows the cure for all diseases, 
even though some of the most prominent doctors say today that some diseases 
are incurable, Jesus says that ALL DISEASES can be healed. 

In this set of scriptures Jesus was making the point that if you have a 
disease in your eyes, it will affect your spiritual soul and it will prevent the light 
of the Holy Spirit from entering in to make you a vital Christian. 

Therefore your spiritual image, as seen through your eyes will be darkness. 
Now we must remember that darkness is a symbol of the evil one, because he 
is the prince of darkness. Therefore you must choose which master you will 
serve — either light or darkness. Jesus is the light, Satan is the darkness. 

Verse 24 says: No man (or woman) can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one and like the other; or he will honour one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (wealth). 
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Again Jesus refers back to where your heart is focussed. You cannot serve 
God faithfully, and at the same time be concentrating of your wealth, or your 
career, or anything else which takes your focus off God. 

Sooner or later you will have to choose, because you cannot serve two 
masters faithfully. 

As a result of this, you will find that you will either hate one and serve the 
other, or despise one and respond to the other. 

Jesus then expands upon this in verses for the remainder of this chapter. 

For this reason do not worry about your life, what you will eat and 
what you will drink, nor for your body, what you will wear. Behold is 
life much more important that food, and body than clothing? 

Jesus is saying: Get your priorities into perspective. Get your priorities in 
their correct order. Your life, your spiritual life, is much more important than 
clothing or food. 

Observe the birds of the sky, for they do not sow, neither do they 
harvest nor gather into barns, and yet your Father in heaven feeds 
them. Are you not much more important than they? 

Look around you, look at the birds, and notice that they don’t do any 
planting, nor do they do any reaping, or harvesting, of carrying of produce into 
the barns or storage sheds, but the Father cares for them. 

God Almighty makes sure that there is enough water and food for the birds 
of the air to have enough to eat and to sing praises to His name daily. 

Are you not more important than they are? Don’t you think that you are 
worth more in God’s eyes than the birds of the air? 

God came down to earth in the image of man — not the image of a bird. That 
should tell us something. That should confirm to us that He made us in His own 
image. 

We have three parts: a mind, a physical body and a spiritual soul. That is 
why we are so much more important to Christ and to the Father in heaven than 
all of the rest of creation. 

We are the only living beings on earth that has three parts - all the others 
have 2 parts only. They have no souls. Animals and birds have no souls. 

Who among you who by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 

Jesus was saying: Be realistic. Show me one person who by worrying can 
make himself grow 1 cubit taller. A cubit is the distance between your elbow 
and the tip of your longest finger. This is a length of about 17 inches. 

So what Jesus was saying was this: Can anyone of you make yourself 17 
inches taller by worrying? The answer is obvious. No-one can do that! 

Why do you worry about clothing? Observe the wildflowers, how 
they grow; they do not get tired out, nor do they spin. 

Why do you spend so much time worrying about what you are going to 
wear? Why do you worry so much about the latest fashions and what you 
should be wearing this summer? 

Take a look 
around you. Look at the wildflowers, see how they grow, they don’t get tired 
out by worrying, nor do they spin around in turmoil. They have peace and they 
are beautiful. 
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But I (Jesus) say to you that not even (King) Solomon with all his 
glory was arrayed like one of them. 

King Solomon was given a double portion of wisdom, and he became the 
wisest man ever to live. He was very wealthy and dressed himself in glorious 
clothes, some of which were made with woven golden thread. This must have 
looked really special, but Jesus says that these wildflowers look better than he 
does. Why? Because, the apparel given to the wildflowers, was given to them 
by God Himself. The beauty that they display is to honour God. 

On the other hand, the beauty that Solomon displayed was to give honour 
not to God, but to himself. This is not acceptable. Here again we are faced with 
this problem mentioned earlier, we cannot serve 2 masters. 

King Solomon had to choose. He had to decide if he would serve God 
completely, or would he put himself in the place where God should be sitting? 

As a result of Solomon’s decisions he was told that the kingdom, which he 
ruled in peace for 40 years, would be torn in two after his death. 

As a result of King Solomon’s disobedience, by trying to serve two masters, 
it resulted in civil war in Israel and Israel being torn into two different countries 
called “Israel (the 10 tribes who rebelled against God and followed after other 
gods) and Judah (the 2 tribes who remained loyal to the laws of Moses and the 
ideals given to the prophets) 

If we look at this issue we might say: This is no big deal, I’m just worrying 
about what I am going to wear. 

But look at the repercussions which can happen, when we allow something 
(even so small as this) to take the place in our lives where Jesus should be the 
focus. It can have repercussions not only for ourselves, but our families and all 
those people around us that we come in contact with. 

We are in fact a bad witness for God. We are not giving God the glory He 
deserves for the sacrifice He made for us on the cross. We have lost our focus. 
As it says in the Book of Revelation ~ we have lost our first love. 

Now if God clothes in such fashion the grass of the field, which 
today is (here) and tomorrow falls into the fireplace, is He not much 
more mindful of you, O you of little faith. 

Here Jesus gets down to the nitty gritty - the real issue we are facing in this 
situation. If we are worrying about these issues, then we have very little faith 
in our God and what he can do for us. 

Basically through this series of questions and answers, Jesus is drawing us 
to a point where He tells us that we have a “faith problem”. 

If He had come right out with this statement in the beginning, they would 
have turned off. They would have hardened their hearts and not listened and 
learnt anything from His discourse with them. 

Jesus with wisdom uses the technique of “Rabbinical Teaching” to draw them 
repeatedly to the same conclusion. Jesus cares for you, more than all of 
creation, why are you worried about these little things? 

Then He gives them (and us) the answer. We have a faith problem. We do 
not have enough faith to believe that Jesus can provide for our needs. 

Then Jesus re-assures them in verse 31: Therefore, do not worry or say 
what will we eat, or what will we drink, or with what will be clothed? 
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Why should we not worry about these things? The answer is in the next 
verse (verse 32) 


For worldly people seek after these things. Your Father in heaven 
knows that all of these things are also necessary for you. 


If you do not trust your God for these minor things, then how could you 
possibly trust Him for the major things, like your eternal salvation? 

Jesus gives the final instructions about what a believer should do in verses 
33 & 34. 


But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added to you. Therefore, do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will look after itself. Sufficient for each day is 
its own trouble. 

Jesus sets out the steps and priorities for a Christian believer in these two 
verses. 

1. Seek first the kingdom of God. 

a. Make it your top priority. 

b. Do not allow anything else to have higher priority in your life 
— at any time. 

c. If you do, then you will open the door for Satan to come in 
and cause all manner of doubt and fear. 

d. He will take away your peace, remove the light from your 
eyes and cause darkness to come into your spiritual souls. 

2. The second step is to make sure that what we do follows the 
righteousness of God. 

a. To be able to do this we need to know our word, as it is 
written in the scriptures. 

b. It is our responsibilities as pastors and teachers to teach our 
congregations “how to” search out the truth in God’s word and 
make it an integral part of their daily lives. 

c. This starts with the examples of our own lives - they must be 
righteous lives. The examples of our family members - they must 
be righteous lives. 

d. The examples of our congregations within this world in which 
we live, but do not belong to. 

e. Philippians 3:10-12 says: So _ that through this 
righteousness, I (you, we) may know Jesus and the power 
of His resurrection, and be a partaker of his sufferings, even 
to death like His. That I may by any means attain the 
resurrection from the dead. Not as though I had already 
attained or were already perfect; but I am striving that I 
may reach that for which Jesus appointed me. 

f. We have all been called by name and all of us have been 
called according to God’s purpose in this world and in His plans for 
it. 
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g. This is a very serious business; it cannot be ignored or 
pushed aside. 

3. All_of these things (that we have been worrying about 
unnecessarily) shall be added unto you. 

a. Jesus says if you follow the two things I have already 
identified to you above, then I will bless you with all these other 
things which you need. 

b. Notice Jesus did not say that He would supply what you want 
- NO! He said He will supply what you need - there is a great 
difference between these two. 

4. THEREFORE: 

a. Whenever you come across this word in scripture, go back 
and see what Jesus, or the prophet, or the writer of the Epistle has 
been talking about. Find out what this word is “THERE FOR”. 

b. There is a very special reason for this word in scripture. It 
means: In summary, or in conclusion. 

c. You need to go back and summarise what has been said 
previously, so you can then proceed with the next major point in 
the teaching. 

5. Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will look after 
itself. 

a. Can anyone of you know for sure, with 100% surety that you 
will be here alive tomorrow ready to hear the next lesson in this 
series? 

b. Do I know for sure that I will be alive tomorrow to give that 
teaching? 

c. The answer of course is NO! 

d. Jesus was simply saying, if you cannot guarantee that you 
will be here tomorrow, then why worry about it. 

e. It is a waste of your energy. It has not value, because you 
cannot change tomorrow unless you are alive tomorrow. 

6. Sufficient for each day is its own trouble. 

a. It is better for you to concentrate on today and the troubles 
that you will face today. 

b. Use all your energy to concentrate on today’s problems, 
today’s relationships, today’s witness for Christ in your home, in 
your workplace, or in your community. 

c. Jesus is telling us: Don’t worry about tomorrow’s possible 
problems, concentrate on the situations that you encounter today. 

d. Make sure that in doing this, your actions are righteous, that 
your actions and what you say gives glory to God, and is a positive 
witness for the kingdom here on earth. 


43 


CHAPTER TEN: THE BEATITUDES -PART 7 


In this series we continue from Matthew chapter 7, verse 1. 


I have broken it up into 7 parts so that we can understand the impact of this 
sermon in more detail. 

It was an enormous amount of information for the disciples and those 
listening to Jesus to comprehend in one session. However, let us continue. 

In the last session, Jesus had just finished telling them to concentrate on 
the things, which affect their lives today, not to worry about tomorrow. Jesus 
then continues with this command. 

Judge not, that you may not be judged. For with the same 
judgement that you judge, you will be judged, and with the same 
measure with which you measure, it will be measured to you. 

Jesus tells us very clearly, here in simple clear words, that we are not to 
judge others. Why? Because judgement belongs to the Lord, not to us. 

We are to try to correct, we are to try and encourage people to modify their 
behaviour, but not to judge them. 

If we disobey this commandment from the Lord, then the Lord will judge us 
in our situation and in our sins. 

Jesus goes on to say that whatever measure, or set of reference values we 
use to judge others, then these same set of values and references will be 
used to judge us by the Father in Heaven. 

It is so easy to fall into the trap of judging people, or even governments, but 
Jesus says do not do this, because it has a direct effect upon the person who 
does the judging. 

It is like looking into a mirror, whatever you judge against somebody else, 
and then Jesus will judge back against you. Jesus goes on to explain this 
concept even further. 

Why do you see the splinter which is in your brother’s eye, and do 
not feel the beam which is in your own eye? Or how can you say to 
your brother, Let me take out the splinter from your eye, and behold 
there is a beam in your own eye? O hypocrites, first take out the beam 
from your own eye, and then you will see clearly, to get the splinter 
from your brother's eye. 

Why do you point out the small errors in your brother, but ignore the large 
mistakes in your own lives? These mistakes that you have in your own lives will 
impair your vision; you will not be able to see clearly. 


1 So, Christians stop complaining about 25 minute sermons being too long. This series of 
teachings by Jesus would have lasted several hours. 


44 


Decision that you make when you are like this will not be clear. Decision 
that you make in this situation will be wrong and will not give any glory to God. 
1. First make corrections in your own lives. Make sure that your life 
lines up with the word of God, before you attempt to help anybody else. 
2. Now that your life lines up with the word of God, you will be able to 
see spiritual things more clearly. 
3. Only then can you attempt to help your brother and help him deal 
with his small problems. 

Do not give holy things to the dogs; and do not throw your pearls 
before swine, for they might tread with their feet, and then turn and 
rend you. 

At the time of Jesus, the terms “dogs” and “swine” were references made by 
the Jews to “unbelievers”, to “Gentiles”. “Pearls” were references to words of 
wisdom. “Rend” is a word we need to look at carefully. 

G4486 %baidié, 4%4bdou Both are prolonged forms of %béu (which appears 
only in certain forms, and is itself probably a strengthened form of Taidié (see 
in G2608)); to “break”, “wreck” or “crack”, that is, (especially) to sunder (by 
separation of the parts; G2608 being its intensive (with the preposition in 
compounds), and G2352 a shattering to minute fragments; but not a reduction 
to the constituent particles, like G3089) or disrupt, lacerate; by implication to 
convulse (with spasms); figuratively to give vent to joyful emotions: —break, 
(forth), burst, rend, tear. 

So what Jesus was saying to these Jews who were listening to Him was 
something like this: Don’t give any of your holy things to the unbelievers, to 
the Gentiles, because they don’t know what they are, nor do they understand 
the significance of what you are doing. 

“Do not throw out your pearls”: Do not speak words of wisdom to fools, 
because they will not understand what you are trying to tell them. They will 
ignore the wisdom and go on their merry way. But be warned they may turn 
against you and tear you to pieces. 

Matthew 7:7-8 is a scripture that every Christian should know by heart and 
understand. 

Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock and 
it shall be opened to you. For whoever asks, receives: and he who 
seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, the door is opened. 

Here Jesus gives us a series of actions and responses. 


Action Response 
Ask It shall be given to you 
Seek You shall find 
Knock It shall be opened to you 
Stating this again then reinforces this. 

Action Response 
Whoever asks Shall receive 
He who seeks He shall find 
To him who knocks The door is opened 
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There is confirmation of these promises, listed in two separate verses in 
scripture, so we know it is true. 


The alternative is obviously also true. 


Action Response 
You have not Because you asked not 
You could not find Because you did not seek 
The door is barred Because you did not knock for it to be opened 
to you 


Now these things may seem so simple that you ask yourselves why Jesus 
had to go over it more than once. 

The reason was that it was so simple; the people did not believe it. He was 
referring back to their lack of faith. Jesus was saying you don’t have faith to 
believe that God can do even these small things. How can you possibly expect 
miracles? 

Jesus then goes on to give an alternative example, to reinforce His teachings 
just mentioned. 

Or who is the man among you, who when his son asks him for bread, 
will hand him a stone? Or if he should ask for a fish, will he hand him a 
snake? 

If therefore, your who err (who are imperfect) know how to give 
good gifts to your sons, how much more will your Father in heaven 
give good things to those who ask Him? 

Jesus was showing them through this example that God is greater than 
man, but even imperfect man will not harm his own sons. When they ask for 
food he will give them food, not something to harm them. 

Therefore God the Father, who is by far greater than man, will give much 
more good gifts to (his sons - whom we are - as we are joint heirs with Jesus) 
and He has promised that He would never harm us. 

Whatever you wish men to do for you, do likewise for them; for this 
is the Law and the prophets. 

In another section of scripture this is referred to as the golden rule: Do unto 
others, as you would have them do unto you. 

In other words: 

a If you want men to treat you with respect, then give respect to 
others. 
a If you want men to be kind to you, then be kind to others. 

It literally means that you will reap what you sow: 

a If you show anger towards a person, then they will react with anger 
towards you. 

Enter in through the narrow door, for wide is the door and broad is 
the road which leads to destruction, and many are those who travel on 
it. 

Enter into where through the narrow door? The answer is enter into heaven 
through the narrow door. Who is the door? Jesus. 
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Jesus also gives another warning here. Wide is the door and broad is the 
road, which leads to destruction. 

Beware that there is a super highway leading to destruction, to hell and 
don’t be misled, there are many who will travel this path. 

If you drive a car you know it is great to speed down the freeway, or the 
highway, without any major hassles. But the little narrow streets take up all 
your concentration, usually take longer and are not necessarily fun at all. 

That is why Jesus gives us this warning. Don’t take the easy road -— it always 
leads to destruction. 

In verse 14 Jesus goes on to say that entering in through the narrow door 
will not be easy. The road to life (eternal life) is difficult - but not impossible, to 
those who put their trust in Jesus Christ. 

However, only a very few people will find it and travel this road to its eternal 
end. 

Therefore we must be always checking to make sure we are on the correct 
road. That our destination is focussed on Jesus Christ, and that we are 
receiving His guidance on this road from the Holy Spirit, reaffirming that we are 
on the correct path, towards eternal salvation. 

Some people think that when we accept Jesus Christ as our saviour, that’s it 
~ we are saved — we don’t have to do anything else. This is wrong teaching. 
This is only the beginning of the journey. 

1. When we make a commitment to accept Jesus Christ as our 
saviour, Our personal saviour, we are trusting in the word - by faith that 
our previous sins have been forgiven and we are no once again able to 
enter directly into the throne room of grace. Hence, we have been saved. 

2. When we get baptised and receive the Holy Spirit, and change our 
life style and commence to follow the laws of God, then we are being 
saved. 

3. When we eventually are caught up in the clouds with Jesus Christ, 
when He returns to earth, then we will have been saved. 

Salvation is an ongoing process, every day. Hence Jesus told us to worry 
about today, not tomorrow. 

From verse 15 - 20 Jesus gives His warning about false prophets, false 
teachers and even false pastors. 


Be careful of false prophets who come to you in lamb’‘s clothing, but 


within they are ravening wolves. You will know them by their fruits. 
1. Be spiritually aware —- that is the warning that Jesus gave to His 


own disciples and to those who were listening to Him at that time. 

2. He was making a prophetic statement. There will come after me, 
people who claim to be prophets, who dress and act like prophets, but 
who are spiritually black inside. 

3. They have come to destroy and steal, not to bring glory to the 
kingdom. Jesus said the test will be to see their fruits — what fruit do they 
bear? 

4. You have come to this seminar because you know the Pastor, or 
somebody else, or you read some teaching material about Rani and I, 
and you wanted to see for yourselves. 
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5. This verse applies to me also. You need to check that what I say, 
what I do, and how we act and re-act to you and situations we 
encounter, if that lines up with the word of God and does it bring glory to 
His name. 

6. Are we in sheep’s clothing, or are we camouflaged, but really 
something else. You have to see the fruits. 

Do they gather grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? So 
every good tree bears good fruit; but every bad tree bears bad fruit. 

A good tree cannot bear bad fruit; neither can a bad tree bear good 
fruit. Every tree, which does not bear good fruit, will be cut down and 
cast into the fire. Thus by their fruit you shall know them. 

If a person can gather grapes from a thorn bush there must be some kind of 
deception. Similarly if a person can gather figs from a thistle, it is not what it 
seems. 

Jesus was saying, keep your eyes open and discern what is really going on, 
for these types of people are here to deceive you and that is wrong. Satan is 
the master deceiver. These people really work for him — not for the kingdom of 
heaven. No they work for the kingdom of darkness. 

So pastors and teachers must be ever vigilant, to make sure that people 
who come into their congregations have come with the right spiritual attitude 
and that they have come to edify the Body of Christ, not to cause doubt, 
division or confusion in the Body of Christ. 

Remember the word says that God is not a God of confusion, but of order 
and of a sound mind. 

Ref. 1Cor. 14:33 says: *?For God is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace, as in all churches of the saints. 

James 3:16-18 says: *°For where envying and strife is, there is confusion 
and every evil work. *”But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy. ‘8And the fruit of righteousness is 
sown in peace of them that make peace. 

If you learn something from my teaching, it is because the scripture says 
that My word shall not return void. 

It will fulfil that which it was sent out to accomplish. That is the power of the 
word of God, spoken by a believer. It will accomplish what it was sent out to 
do. The word of a false prophet will not do this. Jesus then continues this 
warning in the following verses - from verse 21: 

Not everybody who says: MY Lord, My Lord, will enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Who then will enter the kingdom of heaven? He who does the will of my 
Father in heaven. 

It is not good enough to be “Sayers of the word”, “we must be doers of the 
word also.” Therefore, pastors cannot tell his congregations: “Don’t do what I 
do, but do as I say.” NO! We have to be living examples of what we say. 

People within the church and outside of it must see our lives as a “living 
Bible”. It is what will draw them to the Father, by His Holy Spirit. 
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It is said in the book of Acts that the Holy Spirit added to the church daily. 
Why? Because people saw what the disciples were doing, and recognised that it 
was correct. 

They recognised that it lined up with the word of God and it was not like 
what the Pharisees were doing. Your actions as church leaders must be such 
that you attract people to Christ. 

Verse 22: A great many will say to me on that day [the day of 
judgement] My Lord, My Lord, did we not prophecy in your name and in 
your name cast of devils and in your name do many wonders? 

Then I [Jesus] will declare to them, I have never known you; keep 
away from me, O you that work iniquity. 

a It is not good enough that you prophecy in Jesus’ name 
a It is not good enough that you cast out demons and devils in Jesus’ 
name 
a It is not good enough that you do mighty wonders and miracles in 
Jesus’ name. 
a 


Jesus then reinforces His teaching with a parable about the two builders, 
commencing at verse 24: 

Therefore, whoever hears these words of mine, and does them, he is 
like a wise man who built his house upon a rock. And the rain fell and 
the rivers overflowed and the winds blew and beat upon the house, but 
it did not fall, because its foundations were laid upon a rock. 

And whoever hears these words of mine, and does them not, is like a 
foolish man who built his house upon the sand. And the rain fell and 
the rivers overflowed and the wind beat upon the house; and it fell, 
and its fall was great. 

Jesus was saying to his disciples and those Jews who were listening to Him: 
If you have been listening to what I have been teaching and have understood it 
clearly, and you put it into practise in your own lives, then you are like a wise 
man, who builds his house upon a strong foundation - which is the rock - 
which is the word of God - which is ME. 

It will not matter what trials or temptations which come against you, 
because with me as your foundation, you will be able to withstand all types of 
weather and all types of trials in your life and the end result will glorify Me. 

But there is one thing to notice in this passage which is very important. It is 
not good enough to hear the word and understand it. It is in the “doing of the 
word” that you bring power to your life and glory to God in heaven. 

Secondly Jesus explained that if you heard the word, but did not do it, then 
you were a fool and when the trials and the tempest come into your life, you 
will be destroyed. You will be swept away to destruction. 

Now after Jesus had finished teaching these people with this sermon, which 
would have lasted a considerable time, there was complete silence. 
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It says they were stunned by His teaching. Why were they stunned? 
Because, the crowd recognised that He taught as one with authority and power. 
It was evident in the way He taught them that there was something special 
operating in His life. 

Even the unbelievers could see it - could recognise that here was a man 
who had not only knowledge, but who had authority to speak out on these 
matters and there was a certain presence about Him. 

At that time they did not realise that already the Holy Spirit was operating in 
His life. It was only after Pentecost, when other people received the in-dwelling 
of the Holy Spirit that they come to recognise the same glow in these people. 

So as Pastors and Teachers, like the disciples of Jesus Christ, we have to 
learn, not only to hear God’s word, to understand it in the Bible, and how it is 
to be interpreted today, we must learn to become living, walking examples of 
the Word, to have it living and dwelling inside of us, and manifesting itself out 
through us to the wider communities in which we live. 


CHAPTER ELEVEN: WHY SHOULD WE REPENT AS A NATION? 


1. Before we can repent as a Nation, we must “recognize” that we have 
SINNED against God’s Holy Word ~ as a Nation. 

2. We cannot even do that UNLESS we know the Word of God, which 
identifies what God says is a sin ~ not what we “think” is a sin, or 
what some churches say is NOT a sin! 

3. For example: some churches say that being homosexual is OK, you can 
even have gay & lesbian priests. 

4. BUT GOD SAYS: this is an abomination in His sight. Who is the 
ultimate authority here? GOD OR MAN? 

5. God Almighty even goes on to say that those people who allow this type 
of behavior to continue, or who refuse to change their lifestyles, shall 
not enter into Heaven. So it is pretty serious stuff we are dealing with 
here ~ with eternal consequences. 

6. Yet, despite these clear instructions in God’s word that this lifestyle is a 
sin, State and Federal Governments pass laws which say it is “legal”. 

7. Do you think that God will ignore this arrogance of such actions ~ 
and of such nations? The simple answer is NO! 

8. When a nations’ government make laws which are contrary to 
God’s laws, they defile the land. Leviticus chapter 19 defines 
those sins, and the consequences of nations that continue to do 
them, after they have been given warnings from God. 

9. Similarly, God’s word says we shall not kill. God’s word says He knows a 
child in the womb, even before it is born and writes a Book of 
Remembrance for its life. 

10. But here again, State & Federal Governments “think that they know 
better than God Almighty” and they write laws which says it is legal 
to killa baby before it is born ~ but it is unlawful to kill that same 
baby one day after it is born! 
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11. This means that the governments are actively allowing 
unborn babies to be offered as sacrifices to the god 
“Moloch2”, which is contrary to God’s Laws, because 
“you shall have no other god’s but God Almighty”. ox 

12.Do you honestly think that God Almighty will % 
ignore these sins and rebellions of a nation — 
against His Holy Word indefinitely? NO! 

13. First He will send warnings through His prophets and 
through His Intercessors, so that the nation knows that 
they have sinned and they are given an opportunity “to 
turn from their wicked ways.” 

14. But if they do not, then God firstly removes His protection and blessings 
which then means that punishments by earthquakes, volcanoes, 
bushfires, drought, famine (for both animals and humans) and floods, 
followed by disease. 

15. Here in Australia in 2018-2019, we have had; 

a. Earthquakes, in South Australia & Western Australia 

b. Bushfires, in Qld, NSW, Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania & 
Western Australia. 

c. Droughts, in 75% of the whole nation 

d. Famine; with sheep, cattle, and even wild camels and kangaroos, 
dying from lack of water or food. 

e. Floods, where nearly 500,000 cattle were drowned. It would have 
led to serious disease outbreaks had the government not called in 
the army to dig mass graves and bury the carcasses. 

Does anyone else see a pattern here? ~ Or am I the only one with my 
spiritual eyes open. It is time for the Church Leadership in this nation to 
actually become “active leaders”, by pointing out this situation to the Federal 
Parliamentarians and advising them to take action and call a National Day of 
Repentance, on behalf of the whole Nation. 

1. Without REPENTANCE, we shall not see God. 

2. Without the unrighteous laws being repealed, there shall be no 
rain. 

3. Without RIGHTEOUSNESS our nation will not be exalted. 

4. Without HONESTY and ETHICS in Parliament, there shall be no 
blessings. 

5. WITHOUT proper recognition of Jerusalem and Israel, there shall be 
no peace or blessings, only curses. 

The time is running out for this nation to make amends, before the curses 
start. What have been mentioned above are only warnings of what is to come. 
[And it is not good! ] 


? Moloch is the biblical name of a Canaanite god associated with child sacrifice. The name of this deity is 
also sometimes spelled Molech, Milcom, or Malcam. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE: WHAT HAPPENS TO A NATION THAT REFUSES TO 
GO UP TO JERUSALEM FOR THE FEAST OF 
TABERNACLES? 


I have learnt over the last 37 years of marriage to prick up my spiritual 
ears, when Rani asks questions about Jerusalem. 

She asked me what does it say in the scriptures about Jerusalem and what 
happens to nations that refuse to obey God's word? 

1) Well, you are to pray for the peace of Jerusalem and those that do will be 

blessed, and those that curse Israel shall be cursed. 

2) We are to proclaim that Jerusalem is the city of our God. Those that do 
shall be blessed and those do not shall be cursed. 

3) In Zechariah chapter 14 we get another insight into the mandatory feast 
of Israel. There are 3 mandatory feasts ~~ The Passover, the Feast of 
Weeks (Pentecost) and the Feast of Tabernacles. 

Verses 9-11; And the Lord shall be King over all of the earth. In that day 
there shall be ONE Lord ~~ His name alone shall be worshipped. All of the land 
from Geba (the northern border of Judah) to Rimmon (the southern border) will 
become one vast plain, but Jerusalem will be on an elevated site, covering the 
area all the way from the Gate of Benjamin over to the site of the Old Gate, 
then to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the King's wine 
presses. And Jerusalem shall be inhabited, safe at last, never again to be 
cursed and destroyed. 

12; And the Lord will send a plague on all the people who fought 
against Jerusalem. They will become like walking corpses, their flesh 
rotting away; their eyes will shrivel in their sockets, and their tongues will 
decay in their mouths. 

13; they will be seized with terror, panic-stricken from the Lord, and 
will fight against each other in hand-to-hand combat. 

14; All Judah will be fighting at Jerusalem. The wealth of all of the 
neighbouring nations will be confiscated ~~ great quantities of gold, silver 
and fine clothing. 

15: This same plague will strike the horses, mules, camels, donkeys, 
and all of the other animals in the enemy camps. 

16: In the end, those who survive the plague will go up to Jerusalem 
each year to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, to celebrate a time of 
thanksgiving.(Feast of Tabernacles) 

17 AND ANY NATION ANYWHERE in all of the world that refuses to 
come to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, WILL HAVE NO 
RAIN. 

18; If Egypt refuses to come, God will punish her with some other 
plague. 

19 And so Egypt and THE OTHER NATIONS will be punished if they 
refuse to come. 

Our nation (Australia) has refused to move our embassy to Jerusalem. We 
have refused to go up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles, so 
God's punishment is clear. ~~~ THERE SHALL BE NO RAIN! 
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It is time for Australia to REPENT as a Nation, before the Lord God Almighty, 
for our disobedience, and for writing laws which are contrary to the Laws 
written in scripture. 

UNLESS THESE LAWS ARE REPEALED ~~ THERE SHALL BE NO RAIN! 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN: JESUS PAID THE “BRIDE PRICE”. 


So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said: “It is finished!” 
and bowing His head, He gave up His Spirit”. [John 19:30] 

We all have heard this scripture spoken on many occasions before, usually 
about Easter and the Crucifixion, but let us examine this statement more 
closely. Who was Jesus talking to and what had Jesus finished? John 17:4 gives 
us the clues. 

In John chapter 17 we have the longest recorded conversation between 
Jesus and His Father, in which Jesus confirms to His Father that the work He 
had been sent down to earth to accomplish, has in fact been completed. 

Here we have Jesus, speaking to His Father, before His betrayal by Judas, 
before His arrest and trial, before His shame, beatings and the cross, saying 
that the “work” that Jesus had been sent to do on earth was finished. 

So what was “the work” that Jesus was sent to the earth to do? 

e To preach to the people that the Kingdom of God was at hand. 

e To confirm to the people what John the Baptist had been saying, 
that people were individually responsible to God for their sins. 

e That believing that Jesus was the Messiah was the only way to gain 
access to the Father. Jesus Himself said this in John 14:6. “I AM the 
way, I AM the truth, and I Am the Life, no man comes to the 
Father, except through Me [I am]”. 

e Jesus had selected and trained His disciples, taught them and sent 
them out “to do the work of the Ministry”. 

e He had later expanded this group to 70 people and sent them out 
“to do the work of the ministry”, as an example of what was to come 
after His crucifixion and resurrection. 

So the work of the cross was not the work of Jesus. The work of the Cross 
was the work of the Father, through the Son, so that we, a sinful mankind, 
could once again be reconciled to Him. 

This maybe a surprise to many of you reading this today, but Jesus 
confirmed it later in the garden when He said to His Father as recorded in Luke 
22:42. “Father, if it is your will, remove this cup from me; nevertheless 
not my will, but yours be done”. It was the will of the Father that Jesus 
goes to the cross. 

Now let us go back and understand some basic “Eastern Culture” to get the 
full meaning of what is going to happen here. 

In Luke Chapter 2 we have the account of the betrothal of Joseph and Mary. 
Before this betrothal took place, the father & mother of Joseph were looking 
around among their relatives in the tribe of Judah for a suitable girl to be a 
possible bride for their son. 
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They spied Mary and so they discussed this possible marriage with Mary’s 
father & mother, to see if this marriage was agreeable to them. Once both sets 
of parents were agreeable, the two people who were to be betrothed were 
notified and the date for the betrothal ceremony was set. 

Invitations were sent out to all their relatives who lived in Bethlehem, 
including Zacharias and Elizabeth to attend their betrothal ceremony. 

In the Eastern culture of both Jews and Arabs this is a very important 
celebration, because it means the joining together of two families. 

Gifts are to be exchanged between the two families; all the relatives make 
their contributions to the ceremony and the Bride’s parents make their 
demands and tell the price for the dowry. At this stage the betrothal contract is 
signed by both sets of parents and witnessed by a rabbi, or senior family 
member. 

The bride price is significant, as it is paid by the groom’s parents to the 
bride’s parents, so that if anything happens to the groom in the future, this 
money will be used to make sure that the bride and any children are well taken 
care of. 

The contract is signed, the bride price had been paid, but the two people are 
still not married; they are betrothed. 

The formalities had to be made, the bride price had to be agreed and paid, 
before the wedding could take place. 

So it was with the Father in Heaven. Before the creation of mankind on day 
6 of Genesis chapter 1, God already had a plan in place to redeem mankind 
back to Himself after Adam’s sin. 

In the Old Testament, the nation of Israel was referred to as the Bride of the 
Messiah [God the Father]. That is why even today, the Jews are looking 
forward to seeing (and believing) that their Messiah has come. 

In the New Testament, the Church is referred to as the Bride of Christ, and 
as prophesied in the future, we will be, but at present, we are the betrothed of 
Christ, because the marriage has not yet taken place. 

God the Father has arranged for His beloved Son to marry part of mankind; 
that portion of mankind which accepts Jesus Christ as their personal saviour, 
and who continue to walk closely with Him until the white throne judgement. 

Unfortunately there will be many who hear the message, accept Jesus, but 
do not follow Him, or build a close relationship with Him, so that at the 
appropriate time when Jesus returns in the clouds, they will not rise up to meet 
Him in the air, as specified in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. 

As Jesus said: Many will say that they cast out demons in my name, they 
healed the sick in my name, they preached the gospel in my name, but Jesus 
Himself will say: “Go away from Me, I do not Know you.” 

As we look at the communion table, we have to realise that Jesus went to 
the cross, to pay the “Bride price” for mankind. 

As Abraham was prepared to offer up his son, as a sacrifice to the Lord, to 
prove His obedience to God and to show that he loved God more than his own 
Son, so it was that the Father Almighty offered up Jesus, His beloved only Son, 
as a “Bride price offering”, for the sins of mankind, so that the marriage 
relationship could be re-established between God and mankind once again. 


54 


Once a year the high priest went into the holy of holies and sprinkled the 
blood offering over the mercy seat, which covered the sins of the high priest 
and the nation of Israel for another year. This offering covered up the sins of 
mankind, but they did not forgive these sins. 

In offering up Jesus Christ, this perfect God-man, who was without sin, a 
lamb without blemish, a once for all eternity sacrifice, God Almighty (the Father 
of the groom) was paying the bride price, so that the betrothal contract could 
be signed and the marriage arranged. 

God’s love for us is so great. He paid a heavenly price, for a sinful, earthly 
mankind, so that not only are our sins covered up (as in Old Testament times) 
but they are also forgotten and forgiven -— for all eternity. 

Because of the blood of Christ, we can once again have unlimited access to 
the throne room, and to complete fellowship with the Father. 

As we come to the Communion Table, let us realise that we are the 
betrothed of Christ and we are partaking in the confirmation ceremony which 
Jesus told us to celebrate, as often as we come together, doing this in 
remembrance of the price He paid on the cross for our individual and corporate 
sins. 

Let us eat and drink together. 


a) 
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As we look at the diagram above, we get a picture of what is taking place as 
recorded in the book of 1 Samuel. 

Eli is the High Priest, but he is a lazy priest, and has not disciplined his 
sons, (who were also priests) and who took the best portions of the meat 
offering for themselves, instead of having the best part being offered up to 
God. 

As a result, they moved further into godlessness and even performed sexual 
acts with women inside the temple building, thus defiling the temple. 

God prepares to remove this evil line of priests from the temple! 

Elkenah was a Levite and his wife was Hannah a godly woman, who prayed 
to God. She was barren (because she had taken upon herself the “barrenness” 
of the nation of Israel.) She prayed to God for a son and offered him back to 
God, even before he was born. 

Samuel started to be used by God as he lived in the temple from an early 
age. Samuel’s first prophecy was to proclaim that the line of Eli was to be cut 
off from the priesthood. 

Because of the evil inside of Israel, the Lord allowed nations to come in and 
plunder the nation of Israel, to steal and destroy. The Philistines lined up to 
attack Israel and the Israeli army went out to meet them, but they were afraid, 
because of their ungodliness. 

The two sons of Eli took the Ark of the Covenant out of the temple and took 
it into the battlefield and a mighty roar went up for the Israeli army, because 
the symbol of their God was now in their midst. On hearing this roar the 
Philistines were afraid because they had heard of the mighty exploits, which 
the God of Israel had done in the past, but they decided to go out to battle 
anyway. Thousands of Israeli soldiers were killed and the Ark was captured by 
the Philistines. 

The two sons of Eli were killed on the battlefield and upon hearing the news 
Eli fell backwards, broke his neck, and died. Hence the line of Eli was destroyed 
just as Samuel had prophesied ~~~ all in one day. 

The wife of Phineas was pregnant and upon hearing that her husband was 
killed she went into early labour and gave birth to a son who she named 
Ichabod ~~ which means “the Lord has departed from us”. 

Through this line was Abiathur born, one of the priests of David, early in his 
reign over Judah, but who rebelled against David and joined his son who 
wrongly proclaimed himself to be king of Judah. 

For this act of treason he should have been killed, but later King Solomon 
proclaimed that his line would forever be “less esteemed”. 

Samuel operated in three distinct positions as Priest, Prophet, and 
Judge. 

In his role as priest, he offered up prayers and praises on behalf of the 
people to God, (from level 3 to level 1). 

In his role of Prophet and Judge, he brought God’s messages to the 
people, (from level 1 to level 3). 


3 To be less esteemed meant that this line was allowed to minister to the people, but were 
FORBIDDEN to minister unto God. 
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After the ark was returned to Israel it remained for many years outside of 
Jerusalem. The nation of Israel did not learn any lesson from the events, which 
had taken place, and they demanded Samuel to give them a king that they 
could see, like all the other nations. 

In Genesis 32:8: When God divided up the world among the nations, He 
gave each Nation a “Supervising Angel”, but He appointed none for Israel 
because Israel was God’s own possession. God said that He (Himself) shall be 
the watchman guarding over Israel, the “apple of God’s eye”. 

God gave them an “earthly king” because they had rejected God Almighty as 
their sovereign king. 

We know that the Holy Spirit came upon Saul and He prophesied amongst 
the school of prophets, but he did not follow the ways of the Lord, and God 
allowed an evil spirit to come upon him to torment him. 


When God told Samuel to go the Jesse’s house and select a new king from 
among his sons, he was looking at the outside of the sons, not the heart 
of the sons, and therefore none brought before him was acceptable, until 
they brought the youngest son (David) who was out in the fields tending 
his father’s sheep. 

David had many years to learn how to be close to God, as he played his 
music and proclaimed God’s word among the hills, where he looked after the 
sheep. He “became a man after God’s own heart”. 

Even though David was anointed King, he was not the king until the death of 
Saul. God had to remove the evil before He could replace it with the 


good. 
Hebrews 1:1-2 states that what we yet do not see. What we see is made 


from the invisible. We hope for what we do not see. Therefore, FAITH has 
EYES! 

This is what it means to be the prophetic “SEER”. 

David wanted to bring the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem, but he did 
not enquire of the Lord how it should be done, nor did he go back and study 
the scriptures to find out who was to carry the ark, and as a result one of the 
people who were carrying the ark was killed because they touched the ark 
when they thought it was going fall off the cart. 

According to scripture, only the Levites were to carry the ark, on their 
shoulders, suspended between poles, which were passed through the rings on 
either side of the ark. 

David, wearing an ephod, and acting as a high priest (even though he was 
not of the line of the Levites) instructed the Levites, to sanctify themselves, in 
preparation for the journey to bring the Ark from the threshing floor onto the 
mountain at Jerusalem. 

They were to move forward 6 steps and then stop, build and altar and 
sacrifice an offering to the Lord, before moving onwards another 6 steps, to 
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repeat the whole process all over again. The distance was about 20 Kms, so the 
journey was one covered in blood. 
There were eight main people as “seers” around this tabernacle. 
e Asaph - Seer and Psalmist - responsible for cleaning the 
instruments inside the temple 
e Heman - In charge of Worship. 13 worship leaders to provide 24/7 
worship. These become the Kohanhites. 
e Ethan - responsible for the maintenance of the temple itself. 
e Gad - the personal prophet of David 
e Nathan —- the prophet who succeeded Samuel, as the prophet in 
Israel 
e Zadok —- who became the High Priest in the temple when King 
Solomon became King 
e Iddo - the Seer 
e Abiathur - who became “less esteemed” as a priest in the temple 
under King Solomon. 


These were the people 


who became “spiritual 
Asaph had 4 sons and a fathers” and those who 
they were responsible for 24/7 worship in were mder them. bécame 
all the temple David’s Tent for : Beanie " 
. their spiritual sons”, 
instruments, bowls, 33 years — setting out a pattern which 
candles and everything No veil we still need in the Body of 


Direct access to Christ today. 

the throne room The make-up of the 
organisation of the 24/7 
worship was as below. 


Ethan had 6 sons and (i 
they were responsible 
for the temple 


Heman had 14 
sons and they 
were the worship 
leaders for 
worship in each 
shift in the 
temple before the 
Lord. 


This gives a total of 24 sons, for the 24 hours of worship. There were 288 Levites 
involved in worship from all the Levite tribes. There were no sacrifices 
undertaken in the Davidic Temple. This took place at Mount Gibeon. 


At Passover in 2015, the Passover sacrifices recommenced to be observed at Mt. 
Gibeon, as prophesied would take place in the last days. This was the first time 
since 70 AD that the Passover Feast was celebrated, according to the 
requirements of the DAVIDIC TEMPLE. Since then they have celebrated Passover 
in Jerusalem in 2016, 2017 and 2018. In 2019, the sacrifice was undertaken on 
the Third Temple Altar, constructed in 2018 outside the city walls of Jerusalem. 


December 2018: The Construction, Dedication, and the Consecration 
of the Third Temple Altar, outside the walls of Jerusalem. 


Psalm 110 shows the Order of Melchisedek, which is a Tribe of Praise, the 
tribe of Judah. Jesus will come firstly as a Lamb, but then as the Lion of the 
Tribe of Judah. 

Duties of the Worshippers in David’s Temple 

1. Praises to God, on behalf of the people 
2. Offer Prayers to God: on behalf of the people 
3. Prophecy: Hearing from God and speaking these words out as 
prophecy for the people 
4. Proclamation of Scripture: reading the scriptures back to God 
This was the “barat” breakthrough. 


CHAPTER FIFTEEN: PUT ON THE ARMOUR OF GOD 


In Ephesians chapter 6, Apostle Paul, writing from prison, encourages the 
followers of Jesus Christ to put on the “full armour of God”. It may well have 
been that he had his own personal guard, being a Roman Citizen, so many 
Western Theologians assume that Paul is referring to the Roman Soldier’s 
armour, when he describes this section of scripture ~ but that is not the case, 
if you study it in detail. Paul did not tell the Christian believers to put on 
“physical armour”. He was referring to “the spiritual armour of God 
Almighty”. 

So let us dive in with both feet and see what the scriptures really say in this 
section. 

Christian Warfare: 


From giving advice to families, fathers, mothers and their children, and then 
focusing on the relationships between Servants and their Masters, Apostle Paul 
now turns his attention to the problems which exists at the time of writing this 
Epistle, and prophetically, to future times of oppression and severe persecution 
which was to follow. 
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From verse 10 onwards, Paul is now addressing the whole Christian 
community, and He speaks of an “external enemy” from whom assaults are 
to be expected, unfolding and explaining the equipment that “every 
individual Christian” should have, to meet the inevitable assaults which are 
to come upon them. 

Christian husbands, wives, children, parents, servants and masters are all 
concerned in this warfare, because each one has his own particular part to play 
in this warfare. Each and every individual, who calls himself/herself a Christian, 
are all to be involved in this warfare. Each has his own part to play and his/her 
duty to perform. This is NOT OPTIONAL! 

Thus at its close, the Epistle returns to the thought of Divine Power in men, 
which was emphasized at the beginning. 

[NLT] V 10: Last of all I want to remind you that your strength must come 
from_the Lord’s mighty power within you. The “present tense” in “your 
strength” points not to a need for getting new strength, but to the revelation 
of using the strength that is already within you, through the union we have 
with Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

[NLT] V 11: Put on all of God’s armour so that you will be able to stand safe 
against all strategies and tricks of Satan. 

The word “whole” is not found in the original texts, and its insertion by 
English translators obscures the real sense of meaning of what Paul is trying to 
say. Paul is saying that we each have to put on God’s “panoply”. 

“Panoply” means “the whole armour”, but the emphasis of the original 
text rests with that fact that it is “God’s Armour” that we are to put on ~ not 
physical armour, \ike that of the Roman soldiers. 

The need for God’s panoply is indicated in the phrase the wiles of the 
devil, the methods and stratagems of the evil one, who “carries on a 
campaign” against the souls of men. [See 1 Peter 2:11]. 

There is an emphasis on the personal pronoun “we” at the beginning of 
verse 12 that distinguishes this conflict, in which Christians are engaged from 
the common physical violence of men. 

Paul assumes that the “Christian life” is understood by his readers and that 
it is a life of continual conflict: his concern is to stress that it is not a physical 
struggle, but a spiritual struggle. 

The enemies of the soul are not earthly forces (they are not carnal), nor are 
they beings on a level with man, but are the leaders of the evil spiritual forces 
of the whole universe. 

This is the thought which must inspire Christians to the highest and most 
urgent efforts. [We have to get our priorities right]. 

We have been warned, but unfortunately, all too few have recognised and 
acted upon this warning. If such is indeed that state of affairs, and the soul and 
affairs of mankind are open to such subtle and violent assaults, then it is little 
wonder that the world tosses in torment; for comparatively few have fitted 
themselves with the whole armour of God Almighty, to resist the assaults of the 
evil one. In verse 13, a second fundamental fact is laid out before us. 

The first fundamental fact was that our warfare is spiritual; the second, 
that for such a warfare, spiritual weapons are essential, and without them 
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there can be no hope of withstanding the powers of evil. In this sphere of 
warfare, atom bombs are of no more value than bows and arrows. 

Paul’s picture seems to be that of defenders resisting assault (V 14) but 
some commentators have suggested that his description is one of the forces of 
Christ’s Church advancing against the powers of evil; BUT this hardly seems to 
be under consideration here. 

The figure that Paul adopts was familiar with those acquainted with the Old 
Testament. It occurs in two passages in the Book of Isaiah. [See Isaiah 11: 5 
and Isaiah 54:17] 

This is why it is so important for Western Christians to study & know the Old 
Testament; otherwise we will miss significant messages and meanings in the 
New Testament Epistles. 

Isaiah 11:5 says; for He will be clothed with fairness and with truth. 

Isaiah 54:17 says; but in that coming day, no weapon turned against you 
shall succeed, and you will have justice against every courtroom lie. This is the 
heritage I have given you, says the Lord. 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, Paul boldly applies these passages, (which in the 
Old Testament refer to the Messiah), to those who are “in Christ Jesus”. 


The relation of this gospel to the feet might seem strange to some in our 
modern-day thinking, but it finds its illustration (and probably its origin) in 
Isaiah 52:7. [Compare it with Romans 10:15] 

Isaiah 52:7 says; how beautiful upon the mountain are the feet of him who 
brings good news of peace and salvation, the news that the God of Israel 
reigns. 

Romans 10:15 says; and how will anyone go and tell them, unless someone 
sends them? That is what the scripture are talking about when they say, “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace with God and 
bring glad tidings of good things.” In other words, how welcome are those who 
come preaching God’s Good News! 

Verse 16; explains the “shield of faith”. Of the two shields used in 
warfare, the reference here is to the larger, heavier shield, intended to protect 
the whole body from weapons of the enemy. This means that the fullest 
protection is needed, and it is available to all Christians, because it dwells 
within you. 

“The fiery darts” referred to in (V 16). It is an expression of the deadly 
harm that can come from the assaults from Satan. These are not small darts 
like we use on a dart board. These are giant spiritual spears, which can 
severely wound or even cause death, in an unwary Christian who has gone into 
battle unprotected by God’s Holy Spirit armour. It was known that giant spears 
could pierce the armour worn by Roman soldiers, so using this “physical 
armour” would not protect a Christian from a “spiritual attack”. 

“The helmet of salvation” (V 17) comes from Isaiah 54:17 which says; 
but in that coming day, no weapon turned against you shall succeed, and you 
will have justice against every courtroom lie. This is the heritage I have given 
you, says the Lord. 


62 


As Jesus Christ was clad for his warfare, so is the Christian to be arrayed for 
his. [See Isaiah 11:3-5, which says; His delight will be obedience to the Lord. 
He will not judge by appearance, false evidence, or hearsay, but will defend the 
poor and the exploited. He will rule against the wicked who oppress them; for 
he will be clothed with fairness, and with truth. This is the source of the 
second figure in the verse. 

For the word “breath” in this passage in Isaiah, we may equally well (or 
better) read ‘Spirit’; thus we have ‘and he shall smite the earth with the rod of 
his mouth, and with the Spirit of his lips shall he slay the wicked. [See also 
Revelation 1:16, which says: He held 7 stars in his right hand and a sharp, 
double-bladed sword in his mouth, and his face shone like the power of the sun 
in unclouded brilliance.| Also Revelation 19:15, which says; in his mouth he 
held a sharp sword to strike down the nations, he ruled them with an iron grip; 
and he trod the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God. 

This also applies to the same figure used by Paul. Here is the one weapon in 
the offence in the Christian panoply, the word of God, and it is the power of 
the Holy Spirit. This power, the Christian is to use, with complete faith in its 
virtues. 

The word and prayer (see verse 18) are linked together in the purposes of 
God, and are always to be used in conjunction with each other. Both are 
needed in this warfare; our words to God, and God’s words to the enemy. 

PRAYER IS NOT TO BE ONLY THE OCCASSIONAL EXERCISE OF THE 
SOUL, but the Christian is to pray ALWAYS, that is, on all occasions, and in 
respect to everything; and in all things we are to consult the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. We are to pray not for ourselves alone, but for all of the saints, 
and to that end are to be wakeful and alert amid the temptations of sloth and 
sleep. 

Therefore, do not be caught napping when the enemy comes to deceive, 
rob, kill and destroy. God has already given us the power through the Holy 
Spirit to defeat the wiles of the enemy. But this can only happen when; 

1. We know that we have the power of the Holy Spirit, living inside of us. 

2. That we can use this power to defeat the enemy, in all of his attempts to 

steal people back into his kingdom of darkness. 

3. We must not only “know the word of God”, we must also 

“understand the meaning of the words of God”, so that we can use 
it affectively to destroy the works of the enemy. 


CHAPTER SIXTEEN: ISRAEL’S BIBLICAL BORDERS 

In Genesis 15:18 and in Genesis 17:8, God Almighty gives the boundaries 
for the Nation of Israel, Known as the Promised Land. 

Because of their disobedience to God’s Laws, over time, these boundaries 
have been significantly reduced, as neighbouring countries have stolen land 
and now even complete nations are established and dwelling within the 


“original” Biblical Borders of the Promised Land, Israel. 
The borders referred to are: 
Ts Dan: is described in the bible as the northern-most city of the kingdom of 
Israel. 


63 


2. Be’er Sheva: is described in the bible as the southern-most city settled by 
the Israelites. Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov all spent time in Be’er Sheva. 

3. The River Nile: is Egypt’s primary source of water. At the beginning of the 
Israelites’ slavery in Egypt, Pharaoh commanded that all baby boys born to 
the Israelites be thrown into the Nile. [Exodus 1:22] 

a. Baby Moshe (Moses) was placed in the Nile [Exodus 2:3] and drawn 
from the Nile [Exodus 2:5] when he could no longer be hidden from the 
Egyptians. 

b. The first two plagues of God brought upon the Egyptians also began 
in the Nile [Exodus 7:14-24] and [Exodus 7:26 - 8:11]. 

4. The Euphrates River: Is the longest river in Western Asia, and is one of 
the two defining rivers of Mesopotamia. According to the bible, the 
Euphrates River was one of the four rivers, whose source was a river 
flowing from the Garden of Eden. [Genesis 2:14]. 
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The Biblical Borders of Israel, 
Super-imposed on the existing map of the area today. 


Notice that all of Jordan and parts of Iraq and Syria are included inside the 
Biblical borders of Israel. 

In the Book of Ezekiel chapters 35 & 36, God Almighty tells the 
Prophet that he has not forgotten His promises to Abraham, and that 
He will destroy the nations who attacked Israel and stole their land. 

These nations are all destined to be completely destroyed and their cities 
left as rubble, whilst the Nation of Israel will expand, and the land will be 
turned from desert into a beautiful orchard, with a bountiful harvest. 

However, there is within these 2 chapters a warning for all of the nations 
upon the earth. Any nation which mocks Israel, or aids a nation which mocks 
Israel, shall be severely dealt with by the Lord. 
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So let us look at these subject chapters in detail. The next picture shows the 
12 Tribes of Israel and their boundaries. 


Ezekiel chapter 35 says: Again a message from the Lord, He said: Son of 
Dust, face toward Mount Seir and prophecy against the people saying: “The 
Lord God says: I am against you and I will smash you with my fist and utterly 
destroy you. Because you hate my people Israel, I will demolish your cities and 
make you desolate, and then you shall know that I AM the Lord. You butchered 
my people when they were helpless, when I had punished them for all their 
sins. As I live, the Lord God says, since you enjoy blood so much, I will give 
you a blood bath ~ your turn has come! 

I will utterly wipe out the people of Mount Seir, killing off those who try to 
escape and all those who return. I will fill your mountains with your dead ~ 
your hills, your valleys, and your rivers will be filled with those that the sword 
has killed. Never again will you revive. You will be abandoned forever; your 
cities will never be rebuilt. Then you will know that I AM the Lord. For you said, 
‘Both Israel and Judah shall be mine. We will take possession of them. What 
do we care that God is there!” 

Therefore, as I live, the Lord God says, I will pay back your angry deeds 
with mine ~ I will punish you for all of your acts of envy and of hate. And I will 
honour my name in Israel by what I do to you. And you shall know that I have 
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heard each evil word you spoke against the Lord saying, His people are 
helpless; they are food for us to eat; saying that you boasted great words 
against the Lord. And I have heard them all. The whole world will rejoice when 
I make you desolate. You rejoiced at Israel’s fearful fate. Now I will rejoice at 
yours! You will be wiped out, O people of Mount Seir and all who live in Edom! 
And then you will know that I AM the Lord! 

Then in Ezekiel chapter 36: Son of Dust, prophecy to Israel’s mountains, tell 
them: Listen to this message from the Lord. “Your enemies have sneered at 
you and claimed your ancient heights as theirs, and destroyed you on every 
side and sent you away as slaves to many lands. You are mocked and 
slandered. Therefore, O mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord He says 
to the hills and mountains, dales and valleys, and to the ruined farms and the 
long-deserted cities, destroyed and mocked by heathen nations all around. My 
anger is afire against these nations, especially Edom, for grabbing my land with 
relish, in utter contempt for me, to take it for themselves. 

Therefore, prophecy and say to the hills and the mountains, dales and 
valleys of Israel; The Lord God says: I am full of fury because you suffered 
shame before these surrounding nations. Therefore, I have sworn with hand 
held high, that those nations are going to have their turn being covered with 
shame, but for Israel, good times will return. There will be heavy crops of fruit 
to prepare form my people’s return ~~ and they shall be coming home again. 

[Have you thought why the terrorists are targeting the crops of Israel with 
firebombs? The terrorists have read these scriptures, and they know that God’s 
promises are about to come to pass. God is about to reclaim the borders of 
Israel and this land and food will be there for all of the Jews who will be 
returning to Israel from all the nations of the earth. ] 

See, Iam for you, and I will come and help you as you prepare the ground 
and sow your crops. I will greatly increase your population throughout all 
Israel, and the ruined cities will be rebuilt and filled with people. Not only the 
people, but the flocks and the herds will also greatly multiply. O mountains of 
Israel, again you will be filled with homes. I will even do more for you than I 
did before. Then you will know that I AM the Lord. My people will walk upon 
you once again, and you will belong to them again; and you will no longer be a 
place for burning their children on idol altars. 

In these two chapters God lays out His future plans for the punishment of 
Israel for their disobedience to His laws, and then the punishment of all of the 
nations who took advantage of Israel in their time of distress. 

“As in the Days of Noah,” the prophet cried out God’s warning to the nations 
of God’s impending judgements; but nobody listened and complete destruction 
came upon the nations and they were all wiped out. 

And so it is that we have been given these warnings, for all of the nations 
on the earth. If we have ridiculed Israel, if we have supported nations who 
have stolen land from the “God-defined borders of the Nation of Israel,” then 
we will also be held accountable before God for this sin, and punishment will 
come, unless we repent, as a nation before God. 

God Almighty gives warnings through the prophets and then His mercy stops 
and judgement starts. 
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WW III is about to start, with the destruction of the nations around Israel. 
The wars identified in the Book of Daniel will follow, with literally millions losing 
their lives, and destruction of 1/3™ of the world’s forests by fire. The 
“beginning of the end of the age of the Gentiles” is just about to start. 

[Nations should never ever show contempt for God Almighty, because He 
remembers all things and punishes all sins that nations do, unless they repent 
for these sins ~ as a nation! ] Unfortunately, here in Australia we have yet to do 
this act of repentance as a Nation. 

In these two chapters, God promises that the desert lands in Israel will be 
transformed to become great harvest fields. This is actually taking place right 
now. 
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Orchard being irrigated with salt 
water 
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From desert to harvest 


Growing grapes like apples New Olive orchards 


God is honouring his promises and making the desert bloom again. This is 
prophecy being fulfilled right before our very eyes, but hardly anyone in the 
western world is concerned about it. 

So, they say that some people don’t even believe something, even when 
they see it. This is also true with people in scripture as well. 

It was reported that more than 500 men saw Jesus walking around in Israel 
for 10 days after his resurrection and He told them to all wait in Jerusalem until 
the promise from the Father comes. [The Holy Spirit] 
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Despite actually seeing Jesus walking around, they still refused to obey him 
and to remain in Jerusalem for a further 40 days. Acts chapter 2 recounts that 
there were only 120 people waiting in the upper room, to receive the promise 
from the Father. 

All 500 people could have received the Holy Spirit that day, but 
unfortunately, 380 people went home, in complete disobedience to the 
instructions of Jesus, and missed out on the promised blessing from God the 
Father. 

In like manner, people in Israel are seeing what God is doing, but they don’t 
recognise that it is the Messiah that is doing it. They think this is all a result of 
their hard work. 

Likewise, we have nations from all around the world, who refuse to 
recognise that Jerusalem is the capital city of Israel. Neither will they move 
their national embassies to Jerusalem. 

In 2017, the USA caught up with prophecy and moved their embassy to 
Jerusalem, and fulfilled the prophecy which occurred when King David captured 
Salem and renamed it Jerusalem. If you look carefully, you will see that the 
USA has ALWAYS been “in the centre of Jerusalem” for more than 3,000 years. 

Australia said that they would move their embassy to Jerusalem, but so far 
it has only been words. We are to be doers of God’s word ~~ not just 
hearers, or speakers of God’s word ~~ if we want to receive God’s 
blessings ~~ as a nation! 


CHAPTER SEVENTEEN: HOW TO USE THE FAITH WE HAVE 


In Luke chapter 17, the disciples made a statement to Jesus. They said that 
they needed more faith and asked him how they could get it. 

Let’s look at this passage of scripture and see what pearls of wisdom Jesus 
gave to them. 

V 5: One day the apostles said to the Lord. 'We need more faith; tell us how 
to get it?’ 

V 6: “If you faith were only the size of a mustard seed” Jesus answered, “Jt 
would be large enough to uproot that mulberry tree over there and send it 
hurtling into the sea! Your command would bring immediate results! 

Jesus makes a clear statement that even if we had faith the size of a 
mustard seed, (which is so small you can hardly see it with a naked eye), it 
would be so powerful that it would allow you to command a mulberry tree to be 
swept out to sea. 

So what is faith? 

F= FORSAKING 

A= ALL 

I= I (YOU & ME) 

T= TRUST 

H= HIM. 

Because “the faith in God” that you have, is the same power that God 
Almighty used to create the universe, there will be immediate results. 
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Then Jesus tells them a parable about the slave and the master in verse 7 
onwards; “When a servant comes in from ploughing or taking care of the 
sheep, he doesn’t sit down and eat, but first prepares his master’s meal and 
serves him his supper before he eats his own. And he is not even thanked (for 
this), for he is merely doing what he is supposed to do. Just so (in the same 
manner) if you merely obey me, you should not consider yourselves worthy of 
praise. For you have simple done your duty!” 

So, if we obey Jesus and do what the written word requires, we can expect 
no praise, because we do not deserve any, we are just being obedient to the 
commands of Jesus. 

Jesus said in Matthew 28:18-20: "I have been given all authority in heaven 
and earth. Therefore “GO” and “MAKE DISCIPLES” in all of the nations, 
baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and then “TEACH THEM” these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you; and be sure of this ~~ that I am with you 
always, even to the end of the world.” 

Notice something here; this command is NOT OPTIONAL; all Christians are 
commanded to do this, to show their obedience to the Word of the Lord. In 
doing this, we should not expect any “special praise”, because we are just 
obeying Jesus and doing what we are “supposed to do”. 

But many people, who call themselves Christians, expect “somebody else to 
do this”, or they pray for the Lord to send revival, without them doing anything 

To warrant a revival from the Holy Spirit in the first place. 

Jesus will not do what He has already command US to do! 


Our God is a God of Promises 

All throughout the scriptures, God Almighty makes promises, and then He 
honors all of the promises He has made. 

As we have already seen in the Foreword, God called Israel His people, even 
before they were a people, and then He promised them land through His 
promise to Abraham, the “Promised Land” was given biblical borders, as 
defined to Moses and Joshua, and it became the land of Israel. 

It is said that the Old Testament is a shady picture of what we will see in the 
New Testament, so let us look at the life of Jacob, the son of Isaac and 
Rebecca. 

Remember that Ishmael was the first son of Abraham, to Hagar, the 
Egyptian servant of Sarah. The God promised Abraham that he would have an 
heir from Sarah, who was in her old age, and Isaac was born. 

God chose Jacob (the second son born of twins) over Esau, the first-born 
son, and Esau was to become Jacob’s servant. 

In the New Testament it says that the last shall be first and the first shall be 
last. God shows that through His divine plans and purposes, He can change the 
line of inheritance from the first son to whoever He chooses. 

In the two cases mentioned above, God chose the second son to inherit, 
instead of the first son. But then God changes course and chooses Joseph over 
all of the other sons to become the leader and Governor in Egypt. 

As a boy, Joseph was greatly loved by his father and was given a robe of 
many colours. This was a symbol of royal authority, and a special coat like this 
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was kept in each rich man’s household, just in case a high ranking official 
arrived at their house. 

This symbolised that Joseph would have authority over his brothers and 
would receive the inheritance over his brothers. 

When Jesus ascended back into Heaven He was seated at the right hand of 
God the Father. (He was second in charge.) Then the Father gave all authority 
in heaven and on the earth to Jesus. 

When Joseph was a young boy, the Holy Spirit came upon him and he had 
dreams and visions. In one of these visions, He saw his brothers’ sheaves of 
wheat bowing down to His sheaf of wheat. This dream was a two-pronged 
prophecy. It had an immediate response and a later response. 

The immediate response was when Joseph had been promoted to become 
second in charge of all of Egypt, and his brothers came and knelt before him, 
requesting food and grain as there was none in Israel. 

The second is in the New Testament, when “every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confesses that Jesus Christ is Lord.” 

Joseph was hated by his brothers and they plotted to kill him. Jesus was 
hated by the Jewish leaders and they plotted to kill him. 

Joseph was thrown in a pit and then sent into slavery. He was falsely 
accused by Potiphar’s wife of molestation and sentenced to prison. 

But all through this series of trials and tribulations, Joseph did not lose faith 
in His God and as a result, God raised him up to the highest levels of authority 
in Egypt and he became the father of the nation of Israel. It was prophesied 
that the descendants of Joseph would multiply and after 400 years they would 
be set free and travel to the “Promised L:and”. 

The Jews spent 400 years in Egypt, (just as prophesied) and then God sent a 
deliverer (Moses) to perform ten miracles before Pharaoh, to persuade him to 
“let my people go”. After spending 7 years performing these 10 miracles the 
Pharaoh finally agreed and they fled across the Red Sea, on dry land, to go into 
the wilderness to prepare to enter the Promised Land. 

They were disobedient and a journey of 11 days actually took 40 years, but 
Gods still honoured His promise to the people. 

All through this time, the Jews doubted God, but a remnant did not 
& God honoured their faith, by blessing them and their whole nation. 

When we exercise our faith, we are not the only ones who are blessed. 
Everyone around us is blessed also. 


CHAPTER EIGHTEEN: ANGELS OVER AUSTRALIA 


This revelation started at the citywide prayer and praise meeting on 18" May 
2015, when I was re-reading Deuteronomy chapters 28 through 32, whilst 
waiting for the meeting to start. 

In Chapter 28 God told Moses that this law not only applied to the Jews in 
Israel, but also to all the foreigners who dwelt amongst them, and God made it 
perfectly clear what would happen to the nation if anyone, (whether they be 
Jew or foreigner) followed after any other gods. 

God told Moses in chapter 32 to write down the words of a song, which he 
read to the nation of Israel just before his death. 
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Deut. 32:8 says: When God divided up the world among the nations, He 
gave each one of them a “Supervising Angel”, but He appointed no angel for 
Israel, because Israel was God’s own possession. [The apple of God’s eye] 

Do you realise that we have a “supervising angel” hovering over Australia, 
another one hovering over the USA, and in fact an angel for each and every 
country on earth, who is in direct contact with the Lord? 

In Revelations chapter 1, verse 20 it says: "This is the meaning of the 7 stars 
you saw in my right hand, and the 7 golden candlesticks. The 7 stars are the 7 
angels of the 7 churches and the 7 candlesticks are the 7 churches 
themselves.” 

So let us recap, and see how it applies to Australia. 

1. We have a SUPERVISING ANGEL 


appointed by God, overlooking our nation. 

2. Then we have an individual angel 
hovering over every church in Australia. 
Therefore we have literally thousands of 
angels hovering over Australia. 

3. This means we have 109 angels 
hovering over Toowoomba, right now, one 
for each church, relaying the prayers of 
the saints towards heaven and bringing 
back the answers, as determined by the 
Father, with the continual intercession by 
Jesus on our behalf. 

4. The question today as we sit here in 
this prayer room, as intercessors for this 
region and for this nation is this; 

5. Are they busy, or are they just 
sitting around doing nothing, because we 
are not asking them to convey any of our 
prayers to Heaven, or 

6. Are they sending down messages 
from the Father to each church, but are we 
“failing to listen, hear, or act on the 
messages we receive”? 


So I started to wonder; how many 
churches are there in Australia? 


If I knew the answer that that question, I would know how many angels God 
has assigned to look after us (as a nation) collectively and as churches, 
(individually). 

So I started to ask myself, why not ask leaders in each capital city to find out 
the number of churches in each capital city and then we can calculate the total 
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number of angels directly at our disposal to send and receive messages from 
God on behalf of our nation. 

Every country can do this exercise also. Where there is a will, there is a way. 
Jesus through His Holy Spirit will show us the way! 

Jesus said: Call unto me and I will answer thee. We have called, but have we 
heard and acted on the answers? 

Selah! Stop! Pause! And think about that! 


CHAPTER NINETEEN: HOLY SPIRIT MESSAGE FOR THE CHURCH 


As we move from 2018 to 2019, the Holy Spirit prompted me to read 
Proverbs chapters 12 & 13. 

In reading these two chapters, 6 words jump out at you from the pages. 
They fall into two distinct groups. 

The first group is: Wickedness, Lies & Fools 

The second group is: Righteousness, Wisdom & Blessings 

As I have already indicated in my book, (Opening Heaven’s Gates), God is 
sending the “Spirit of Separation” upon the church, so that God can separate 
these two groups of people, one for blessings, the other for punishment. 

2018 was a year of turmoil, but 2019 is to be a year of change! 


4 words are imparted to me by the Holy Spirit for 2019. These words are: 


e Righteousness, Responsibility, Accountability & 
Transparency 


Righteousness: >>> [right standing with God] 
e We are to be a righteous church, because it is commanded in 


scripture, and righteousness leads to blessings. (Matthew 6:33 
wae ,.. All of these things shall be added unto you) 

e Weare to be a righteous people, so that the unsaved can be drawn 
to us. 

e We are to be a righteous people, so that the secular world cannot 
lay any blame at our door, which would bring dishonour to Jesus 
Christ. 


Responsibility: 
e We are responsible to Jesus Christ, to make sure that whatever we 


do as individuals, and corporately as a church, does not bring 
dishonour to God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, or the Person of 
the Holy Spirit. 

e We are responsible to God to raise up spiritual fathers & spiritual 
grandfathers in the house, so that we can become a spiritual 
family, not just a lot of orphans who come together to seek God’s 
forgiveness. 
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We are responsible to raise up Spiritual fathers, so that orphans in 
the secular world have a father figure to look up to, and to get 
advice from, on both secular and spiritual matters. 


Accountability 


We, as individuals, and corporately as a church, are to be 
accountable on two levels; 


Firstly, on the spiritual level & in spiritual matters 


We are accountable in the spiritual realm to Jesus Christ, whose 
suffering and blood on the cross saved us. 

We are accountable to Senior Pastors, who have been called by 
God, to pastor the church at this time, and who has been appointed 
by the Board to that position, and for that purpose. 

We are accountable before God to become a house in unity, (which 
presently is not the case in many churches). Where there is unity 
God commands a blessing. 

Therefore, there can be no blessings from God until this 
takes place. 

We are accountable before God to become a mature spiritual 
house, so that God can use us as an example - to witness to 
others, in the city, and our respective nations. 

This means that the template of the 5-fold ministries of Ephesians 4 
must be acknowledged and implemented within the church, so that 
we can become a spiritually mature house of God. These are “God 
anointments” - not “man appointments”. 

These 5-fold ministry gifts must be operational within the 
church, so that the Body of Christ can be operational outside of 
the church building. 


Secondly in the natural realm 


We are accountable before God, to respect and obey the secular 
authority which God has allowed to be placed above us. (Romans 
chapter 13) 

This means that we must ensure that as individuals and corporately 
as a church organisation, there can be no blame laid at our door; 
that we have obeyed every law of the land, and made sure that our 
church organization has high moral and ethical standards, and is an 
excellent example of how a legal business is run and operated in 
society. 

Our accounts should always be paid on time. Scripture says: Owe 
no man anything! 
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e Our corporate identity should command respect, both within the 
church community, but also within the wider secular community, in 
which we live and operate. 


Transparency: 
e Achurch is not a secret society! 


e It is supposed to be one part of the Body of Christ, collectively 
working together (with others) for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

e The spiritual teachings, the events and the business of the church, 
should at all times by 100% transparent. 

e Unfortunately, this has not been 
the case in the past in many churches, and this 
has to change, so that God can be glorified in 
His church. 

e This is important to remember. This is 
His church! 

e It is not Pastor (x’s) church. It is 
not Pastor (y’s) church. This church belongs to 
Jesus Christ and should glorify Him, and only 
Him! 

Finally a word of warning: God’s judgement 
begins in the house of God. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 is quite clear in what we 
must do before God will act. 

If we, as God’s people, fulfil this scripture, 
by humbling ourselves, seeking His face, praying regularly, and turning from 
our wicked ways, then (and only then) will God hear from heaven, forgive 
our sins and heal our land. 

If we don’t; then God won't; and we will continue to go around the mountain 
until we learn this lesson! 


For many years the Holy Spirit has been waking me up in the middle of the 
night with songs, poems, or revelations about His word and His glory, but 
rarely do I get visions of so much intensity as now, as I am writing this book. 


Early on 8" June 2014, (Pentecost Sunday), just one day after we celebrated 
the 70" anniversary of the D-Day landing, I was woken up with two distinct 
visions. Now I am not a really good artist so I have drawn them as best I can, 
but I believe I can verbally explain them as we go. 


I first saw a tree, but only half of the tree, because lightning had come down 
from heaven and demolished half of the tree. This caused me to look carefully 
at the tree and try to understand what I was seeing. 


Then I remembered that Jesus said He was the tree of life, He was also the 
vine and we were the branches. 
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In John 15:16, it tells us that we did not find Jesus, He found us and called 
us by name, to bear fruit and that our fruit must remain. This tree represented 
the Body of Christ in Australia. 


As I looked I saw that there was some life still in the tree and that there 
were still some green leaves, as well as some flowers and a few fruit, but most 
of the fruit had fallen from the tree and was rotting on the ground. One even 
had a small grub coming out of it. 


Was the Holy Spirit saying that the Christians were fruit, but that they were 
dying because of wrong doctrine, or allowing the influences of the world to 
pollute the fruit, until it allowed fruit fly to enter, and grubs to harm the fruit so 
it withered and died, falling to the ground, worthless. 


Was the church really doing what God had told us to do, bear fruit that 
remained and go out with love and compassion and spread God’s true word to 
the unbelievers, so that the Holy Spirit could bring more people in God’s 
kingdom? 


As I pondered this vision another vision came into my mind and this one 
really got my attention. So much so, that it woke me up, shaking. 


I saw a warring angel coming out of heaven, with a sword in its mouth, 
stabbing at large black clouds in the heavens, over a map of Australia. Blood 
was dripping off the sword and it was clear that a mighty spiritual battle was 
being fought in the heavenly realm, for the souls and the spoils of this nation. 
Over the nation was the symbol of the cross, with blood at the four points 
where the nails pierced Jesus and the one in His side. Also there were red and 
black droplets of blood all down the east coast of Australia and isolated pockets 
in other parts of the country. It was clear that major battles had also been 
fought on the ground and the blood of the martyrs and the blood of the evil 
ones were clearly visible. 


But not all the evil clouds were defeated. 
One black cloud still hung over the west coast 
of Australia and there were a few blots of red 
blood around Perth and Darwin, but in the 
centre around Alice Springs it was clear that 
evil was in control, with only one drop of 
martyr’s blood shown. 


It was clear from this vision that a spiritual 
war is about to break forth over this nation, 
both in the heavens and upon the earth. There 
is to be a sifting and a shaking within the Body 
of Christ, like never seen before. People will be 
challenged about their faith like never before, 
as interest groups try to persuade politicians to 
change laws, or to implement laws which will 
assist them to make lots of money, but at the 
expense of our nation’s integrity and our 
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Christian laws and values. 


There will be a rise in the number of mosques allowed in each state as more 
and more Muslims arrive to take up residence in Australia, because of our 
twisted migration policy. This ultimately results in more Muslims elected to our 
parliaments, with increasing influences on our laws and our foreign policies, 
which results in Australia turning away from supporting Israel and starting to 
support the Palestinians. 


This is not good, and I was reminded of the scripture which tells us 
that those who pray for Israel will be blessed, and those who curse 
Israel shall be cursed. 


A civil war will break out as people are forced to take sides. Laws will be 
passed to close churches which refuse to marry gay couples, and there will be 
laws which instruct religious schools not to discriminate against teachers on the 
grounds of their sexual behaviour. The true word of God which formed 
Christianity does not support homosexual behaviour, but because the church 
leaders were weak and did not stand up for righteousness, as they are 
commanded to do, the nation could not be _ exalted. (Remember: 
righteousness exalts a nation). 


However, because Islam clearly does not support homosexual behaviour, as 
part of their religion, and they stand up for what they believe in the mosques 
and in the streets, they will be excluded from having homosexuals employed in 
their religious schools. 


This is the vision I saw and I did not like it one bit! 


I cried out to the Lord: “How can this be? You have proclaimed through your 
prophets that this is the great southland of the Holy Spirit. How could you allow 
this to happen? Other prophets have come to our shores and proclaimed that 
the last great revival shall emanate from our shores before you return for your 
bride. How could this happen?” 


And the Lord replied: “I did not allow this to happen. The Christians in 
Australia allowed this to happen, because they failed to follow my word 
and my Holy Spirit, when prophets were sent to your nation to tell you 
to correct your ways and turn back to me. I am still holding the “Sword 
of Truth” and I am still showing the Southern Cross over your nation. 
My promises for your nation have not changed. The time has come for 
your nation to repent and seek my face, or the calamities will come and 
many will perish, as I clean out my church of the evil which has been 
allowed to infiltrate into MY church.” 


This disturbed me so much that I got up and immediately drew these 
pictures and wrote down these visions, while they were still clear in my mind. 


Now is the time to act upon these visons and put the church house in order. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY: THESE PEOPLE WILL NOT ENTER HEAVEN 


There are 
many people in churches today who argue that this will not happen, because 
Jesus is a “loving God”, and He would not send anyone to Hell. 

This statement is indeed true! Jesus is a loving God, and He would not want 
anyone to end up in hell, and he gives everyone the solution to avoid going to 
hell. 

It is the individual’s choice whether to accept God’s offer of salvation, and to 
obey his words. This is the protection against going to Hell. 

However, if you as an individual choose to reject God’s offer of salvation and 
refuse to obey His words, then YOU have chosen to go to hell. God has not sent 
you there ~~ you are driving the bus of your own destiny, and have chosen the 
wrong road, which leads to destruction. 

Revelations 22:15; *%°£ outside (of Heaven) aret the dogs? and 
sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and 
everyone who loves and practises falsehood. 

Ref: [e] Galatians 5:19-21. 19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, 
which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness. 20 
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, 21 envying’s, murders, drunkenness, revelling’s, and such like; of 
which I have also told you in time past, that they which do these things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God. 

Ref: [e] Matthew 8:12. 12 While the sons of the kingdom will be thrown 
into the outer darkness. In that place, there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 

Ref: [f] The dogs: This is the crowd pictured in Rev. 21:8. The dogs are 
identical to the abominable of chapter 21. The abominable never lived a true 
Christian life. (See Titus 1:16), and the dogs went back to their dirt - their 
old sinful habits (see 2 Peter 2:22). Both verses speak of individuals who 
lack the “new birth” experience ~~ the one and only way a person can 
become a new creation in Christ Jesus. 

(See 2 Corinthians 5:17). There is absolutely no doubt about the destiny 
of those who reject God’s message and the truths in the Book of Revelation. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 New Living Translation (NLT); *Don’t you realize that 
those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Dont fool 
yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit 
adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, “or are thieves, or 
greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these 
will inherit the Kingdom of God. 


Rev. 21:8: But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone: which is the 
second death. 

This text plainly states that those who were condemned at the judgement of 
chapter 20 verses 11-15 have been cast into the lake of fire, or Gehenna. 
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They were not given a reprieve, (a commuted sentence), or a second chance, 
(as some sentimentalists teach). 

Revelation 21 is the eternal state. Therefore, as a result, there are no 
more changes possible. Those who stood before the White Throne Judgement 
did not make it. Who were they? 


1. 
2. 


8. 


The fearful ~ those who rejected Christ to escape the ridicule of men. 
The unbelieving ~ those who rejected the doctrines of Christ’s deity 
and shed blood as the only means of obtaining eternal life. Jesus said, 
You shall die in your sins ... if you believe not that I am He [or that I am 
God] (John 8:24). In John 5:450, The Saviour again said, You will not 
come unto me, that you may have life. 


. The Abominable ~ those who engaged in wicked practises. They spoke 


the language of Christendom, but never lived it: They profess that they 
know God’; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and 
disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate (Titus 1:16) 


. The Murderers ~ including those who carried hatred within their hearts 


and minds for others. If you don’t believe it, listen to the following: 
Whosoever hates his brother is a murderer: and you know that no 
murderer hath eternal life in him (1 John 3:15) 


. The Whoremongers ~ those who engaged in fornication (pre-marital 


sex), adultery (extra marital flings), or perverted sex. 


. The sorcerers ~ those who trafficked, or who practised drug usage for 


“kicks” and/or “highs”. 


. The Idolaters ~ those who worshipped or revered anyone other than 


the living and true God, or who used idols in worship. Remember God’s 
warning; Little children, keep yourselves from idols (1 John 5:21) 

ALL liars ~ those who deceived others, distorted the truth, and 
destroyed mankind by lies. 


Conclusion: 


So if you are on this list and fail to repent and change your lifestyle and 


ways, then unfortunately you will not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
you will face the White Throne Judgement and eternal death in Gehenna. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY ONE: WHAT IS THE RAPTURE? 


There are many discussions on social media about this topic, and when I 
read some of the comments, I am amazed that there is so much confusion 
about this subject among so-called “disciples”. 

The first rule that must be stated is that God’s word is infallible, 
meaning that there are no mistakes in it, and even when we (humans) think 
that there is a mistake in God’s word, it is only because at present, the Holy 
Spirit has not revealed the truth of that word to us. Remember, the Holy Spirit 
has promised to lead us into ALL Truth. 

It is true that the word “Rapture” does not appear in the Bible, but the 
description of what we believe the event to be, IS described in at least 3-4 
places in the scriptures, so let us look at them. 

The first mention of a “rapture event” is found in the Old Testament, in 
Genesis chapter 5:21-24; Enoch: was sixty-five years old when his son 
Methuselah was born. Afterward, he lived another 300 years in 
fellowship with God, and produced sons and daughters; then, when he 
was 365 years old, and in constant touch with God, he disappeared, for 
God took Him”. 

So, one morning, Enoch went out to tend his sheep, his wife faithfully stayed 
at home and prepared his dinner ~~ but he never came home, and they never 
found his body, because the Lord had taken Him unto Himself. 

The second mention of a “rapture event” took place with Elijah & Elisha. 
Elijah told Elisha that he was going to be taken up into heaven by God, but if 
he actually saw this event take place and then he would receive the requested 
double portion of God's Spiritual blessing that he had asked for. 

In the Book of Matthew 24: 37-42 [Living Translation] it reads; the world 
will be at ease ~ banquets and parties and weddings ~ just as it was in 
Noah’s time, BEFORE the sudden coming of the flood; people would not 
believe what was going to happen, until the flood actually arrived and 
took them all away. So shall my coming be [THE NEXT TIME]. Two men 
shall be walking together in the fields, and one will be taken, the other 
left. Two women will be going about their household tasks; one will be 
taken, the other left. So be prepared, for you don’t know what day your 
Lord is coming! 

In this passage, Matthew describes what took place when Elijah and Elisha 
had crossed the River Jordan and they were walking along together. "Two men 
walking together, one is taken and the other remains. 

But here Matthew was referring to an even in the future, which is to happen, 
after the cross, after the resurrection, and the ascension of Jesus Christ into 
Heaven. 

Notice in the two previous accounts that it is only men that are taken up to 
be in the presence of God; but here in this passage of scripture, Matthew 
identifies that both men and women will be chosen to leave this earth to meet 
Jesus. 
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When Jesus ascended into heaven, two angels met the disciples and told 
them that; “as you have seen Him go up into heaven, so you shall see Him 
coming again” (the second time). 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:11-18 says; And now dear brothers, I want you to 
know what happens to a Christian when he dies, so that when it happens, you 
will not be filled with sorrow, as those who have no hope. For since we believe 
that Jesus died and then came back to life again; we can also believe that when 
Jesus returns, God will bring back with Him all of the Christians who have died. 
I can tell you this directly from the Lord; that we who are still living on the day 
when the Lord returns will not rise to meet him ahead of those who are in their 
graves. 

If we don’t rise to meet him in the clouds, then God has determined that you 
are to be left behind to suffer the trials during the three & a half years of false 
peace and then the three & a half years of the “tribulation period”, ending up 
before the throne for the White Throne Judgement. 

It is very important and essential that all Christians understand the sequence 
of events in the end times, which we have already started to enter ~ the 
beginning of the “end of the age of the Gentiles”. 


CHAPTER TWENTY TWO: WHEN IS JESUS COMING BACK? 


There are many scriptures in the Old and New Testaments about Jesus Christ 
and his authority, which include that “he was at creation, and that nothing was 
made without his involvement”. 

In the Gospels, his disciples asked him when he was coming back to earth to 
establish his kingdom and Jesus replied that no one knows the day, or the hour 
that Jesus is to return, except his father who is in heaven. This statement was 
made by Jesus before he went to the cross. 

After his resurrection, Jesus said in Matthew 28, verses 18-20 that all 
authority in heaven and on earth has now been given to him; Go 
therefore and make disciples in all nations, teaching them all that I have told 
you. Then Jesus promised that he would be with them even until the end of the 
age. 

So, if all authority in heaven and earth has been given by the father to Jesus, 
who is now making the decisions in heaven? The obvious answer is that Jesus 
in now making the decisions in heaven. 

This argument is reinforced in the Book of Acts when Jesus commanded his 
disciples in Acts 1:8. For you shall have power when the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and 
to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

Here Jesus is clearly exercising this authority. He did not say you shall be my 
father’s witnesses, but that you shall be my witnesses. 

This now brings us to the question which is floating around the Internet and 
other social media outlets; “when is Jesus coming back”? 

The first thing we must establish about this question is; “when is Jesus 
coming back the second time ~~ or the third time”? 

After the ascension of Jesus into the clouds, the disciples saw two angels, 
who said to them; “that as you saw Jesus ascending in the clouds, so you 
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shall see him when he returns” (the next time). That will be the “second 
appearing” of Jesus Christ. He will “appear in the clouds”. [Acts 1:9-11] 

In 1 Corinthians 15:50-53 it says: I tell you this my brothers; an earthly 
body made of flesh and blood cannot get into God’s kingdom. These 
perishable bodies of ours are not the right kind to live forever. But I am 
telling you this strange and wonderful secret; we shall not all die, but 
we shall be all given new bodies! It will all happen in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For there will be a 
trumpet blast from the sky and all the Christians who have died will 
suddenly become alive, with new bodies that will never, never die; and 
then we who are still alive shall suddenly have new bodies too. For our 
earthly bodies, the ones we have now that can die, must be 
transformed into heavenly bodies that cannot perish, but will live 
forever. 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 it says; For the Lord Himself will come down 
from heaven with a mighty shout and with the soul-stirring cry of the 
archangel and the great trumpet-call of God. And the believers who are 
dead will be the first to rise to meet the Lord. Then we, who are still 
alive and remain on the earth, will be caught up with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and remain with him forever. So 
comfort and encourage each other with this news. 

When this happens, Jesus will defy, time, space and death, by appearing at 
every place on earth at the same instant (even though places on the earth 
are in different time zones). He will appear out of nowhere and everyone will 
see Him (whether they believe he exists or not). 

The fact that the dead in Christ shall rise, proves his power over sin and 
death. The fact that each one of these people receive new bodies, (instantly ~ 
out of nothing) clearly shows that he has control over creation. 

As it says in the song; “two men walking up a hill, one disappears and ones’ 
left standing still, I wish we’d all been ready”*. 

Scientists and sceptics will have a hard time explaining what is happening 
unless they conclude the truth ~~ that Jesus has indeed has been “revealed in 
the clouds”, just as the Bible, stated it would happen! 

So now we have the saints all up in heaven with Jesus to take part in the 
marriage ceremony, of the Bride (His Church), with the Bridegroom, Jesus 
Christ, in the presence of His Father, and all of the angels, as witnesses to this 
historic event ~ “a once in an eternity event.” 

So we are now part of his kingdom in heaven; the next question is when will 
Jesus return to this earth, to commence his reign upon this earth for 1,000 
years? 

I think the secret is revealed to Apostle John in the Book of Revelation. In 
Revelation chapter 6 we are now into the Tribulation Hour. 

In the Gospel of Matthew 24:9-13 Jesus makes the following statement: 


* Left Behind; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1FcTKNXIOO&list=PLxHkdEXvO_ 4xh9kvflGNrk5LZ1Ca24B 
KR 
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Then you will be tortured and killed and hated all over the world 
because you are mine, and many of you shall fall back into sin and 
betray and hate each other. And many false prophets will appear and 
lead many astray. Sin will be rampant everywhere, and will cool the 
love of many. But those enduring to the end shall be saved. 

As a result there will be many martyred for the name of Jesus Christ. These 
are the martyred Jews and Gentiles, who have become believers during the 
Tribulation period, as a result of the 144,000 Jewish Messianic evangelists who 
go throughout the whole world proclaiming that Jesus Christ is indeed the 
Messiah, the one that was foretold by the Old Testament prophets. 

This statement in Matthew is prophetic ~~ looking forward in time. In 
Revelation chapter 6, we are looking at the same event, but now it is looking 
back at this event, which has already taken place. 

In verse 9 Apostle John sees a plan view of heaven, with the throne above, 
then underneath the throne, the martyrs crying out to Jesus. 

Now paraphrasing the conversation the martyrs have with Jesus as follow; 
“Lord, when are you going to go back to earth and sort out those people who 
killed us”? 

Jesus replies; “patience, give them all white robes and please wait a little 
while longer, because there are still more servants who are to be martyred. I 
am not going back until the last drop of martyrs’ blood has been shed”. 

Now we know that Jesus knows the end from the beginning, otherwise he 

would not have been able to complete the Book of Revelation for Apostle 

John. Therefore, Jesus already knows the name of the last martyr. 

Once this last martyr has been killed, then it will be the trigger to open the 

portal in heaven and for Jesus, (now as the Lion of Judah) to return 

physically to earth, with His bride to take his place in his kingdom here on 

earth. (Rev. 19:12-16). 

Are you ready? 


83 


CHAPTER TWENTY THREE: THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN THE BOOK OF 
REVELATION 
Introduction: 


With all that is going on in the world today, it is time for the Christian 
churches to take a serious look at the seven churches in the Book of 
Revelation, and make sure that your church is there, and it is alive and well, 
according to the view of Jesus, not what we think about OUR church! 

Before we look at the seven churches themselves, let us try to find out on 
whose authority the book was written, and for what purpose, and to whom. 

The author of the book of Revelation is revealed in Rev. 1:1. It is the divine 
Word of Jesus Christ Himself, sent down to Apostle John, by an angel, to 
record it for all time, for us, the churches in Asia and for all churches, of all 
denominations, in all the countries of the world (for all generations). 

The writer was Apostle John and the book is thought to have been written in 
AD 90-100, some 60 years after the ascension of Jesus Christ our Lord into 
Heaven. It was written whilst John was in exile on the Isle of Patmos, for 
continuing to preach the gospel, after he was forbidden, by the laws of that 
land, at that time to do so. 

The Book of Revelation has some very special points, which the serious Bible 
student must be aware of; 

a) The book of Revelation is the only book in the Bible, which contains 
promises for pastors who read the text of this book aloud in the congregations 
of the saints. 

b) The book of Revelation also promises blessings to all people who hear 
the Word and PUT IT INTO PRACTISE in their individual lives. 

c) The number 7 (God’s perfect number) is the ruling number in this book. 
e.g. ; 7 candlesticks, 7 churches, 7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7 thunders, 7 vials, 7 
spirits, 7 stars, 7 “no mores”. 

d) The closing chapters of Revelation, contains a striking contrast to the 
opening chapters of Genesis. Genesis speaks of the creation of the sun, the 
entrance of sin into the life of man, and into the world, the curse pronounced 
upon the ground, Satan’s triumph in being given authority over all things, on 
the earth, by man (not by God), and the exclusion of man from the “tree of 
life”. 

e) On the other hand, the book of Revelation tells of a place where there 
will be no need of the sun, (the sun will not shine), all sin will be banished, no 
more curses upon the earth, because there will be a new earth. Satan shall be 
overthrown, and admission of men once again to the “tree of life”. 

We see in Rev. 1:9, the testimony of John, as to why he was in exile, on the 
Isle of Patmos, banished for preaching the Word of God, the proof of which is 
Jesus Christ. 

I challenge each of the people reading this book and studying the seven 
churches, to ask yourself the following questions: 
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What if the penalty was banishment from your home to an island 
somewhere out in the Andaman Sea? Would you, as an individual, be prepared 
to continue to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, no matter what the 
consequences to you might be, or what the punishment might entail? 

What about all of the “TV Evangelists”? Would you arrange to have “pirate 
TV stations” set up and still proclaim the Gospel, without fear of persecution 
and destruction, of all your assets? How would you re-act to such a 
proclamation, if it was issued? 

A lot of you have just thought, it will never happen, what a crazy question, 
it does not concern me, but in each case you will be WRONG, because these 
questions will define your attitude to Christ and His Word. 

We see even though Apostle John was placed into this situation, described 
above, it does not change his attitude to the Lord, or His teachings, as we see 
John, under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, being borne up into the spiritual 
realm, to be given divine revelation from the Lord Himself, to record for our 
later spiritual growth and well-being. 

The glorious thing about the book of Revelation is that despite the isolation 
of John, from the world, by a worldly law, John is not isolated from God ~ 
God's spiritual laws reign supreme. 

This clearly proves that the Lord cares for and guides His obedient children, 
wherever they are on this earth, (or even up in the spaceships circling around 
it) for no good thing is too difficult for Him. 

John hears divine instructions to write down all he sees and hears in a book, 
just like the instructions given by God to the Old Testament Prophets. John is 
told to send it to the seven churches, named by the Lord in Asia at that time. 

Upon hearing the voice, John turns around to see a being, in the image of 
the description recorded by Daniel the prophet, in Dan. 7:13-15, and 
recognizes the Lord Himself. 

To make sure that John is not mistaken, in identifying who is talking to Him, 
we have the verbal confirmation of the vision in Rev. 1:18. 

“I AM, living in the eternity of the eternities. I died, but see, I am 
alive for evermore, and I possess the keys of death and hades (hell)”. 

Jesus clearly confirms who He is (I AM) and then He makes a statement 
which must be fully understood. Jesus says; "I possess the keys of hell”. 

Many Christians, who have not studied their Scriptures thoroughly, believe 
that the keys were given to Peter, but the Lord Himself says in the Book of 
Revelation, some 60 years after His resurrection, "I POSSESS THE KEYS OF 
HELL AND OF DEATH.” 

Does this mean that Jesus gave the keys to Peter and then took them back 
again? No! He never gave them to Peter in the first place. 

The misunderstanding has been because of the translation of the two Greek 
words ‘Petra’ and ‘Petros’. One meaning “pebble” ~ (a small stone) and the 
other meaning giant rock (like the rock of Gibraltar). 
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Jesus Christ is the Giant rock, whilst Peter is the very small insignificant 
pebble. I prefer to have my faith for the church built on the giant rock (Christ), 
not the small insignificant pebble (Peter). 

In Rev. 1:20, Jesus explains to John, the various meanings of the symbols 
he is seeing now that he has been transported into the spiritual realm. 

As we commence to study the messages sent to the seven churches, we 
should also understand the meaning of each of these symbols. 


Seven Stars 

The seven stars are the seven angels, one assigned to each church 
identified in the vision. Do you realize that God has appointed a special 
messenger angel to speak to YOUR church? Do you realize that each 
church has an individual angel to report to God, the activities of its 
congregation and to give messages to the church, (via an acceptable receptive 
vessel, if anyone is attuned by the Holy Spirit) and the church is prepared to 
listen? 


Seven Lampstands 

The seven Lampstands are identified as the seven churches, to which the 
messages from the Lord were to be sent. This means that your individual 
church is a lampstand before the Lord. How bright this lampstand shines, 
depends on the individual candles (the individual Christian brothers and sisters 
who belong to that church body) whether they are alight, smouldering only, or 
completely gone out. 

It is interesting to notice in the Scripture of Rev. 1:13 that the image of 
Jesus is IN THE CENTRE OF THE SEVEN LAMPSTANDS. This means that JESUS 
IS THE CENTRE OF THEIR ATTENTION. 

It is important for us to recognize that JESUS CHRIST SHOULD BE THE 
CENTRE OF ATTENTION IN OUR CHURCHES ALSO. 

The other point to recognize in the placement of the churches around Jesus 
Christ, as the central figure, is to understand that all their attention is directed 
towards Him and is not distracted by things of the world, (or things going on in 
other churches), but that they concentrate and look directly upon His face. 

With Jesus Christ as the central figure, it is more difficult for Satan to get 
the attention of the believers, because he is BEHIND THEM and that is where 
Jesus said Satan should always be. 
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CHURCHES IN REVELATIONS 


* 
EPHESUS suena | 


INE 


JESUS 
———7 | | CHURCH | CHRIST | . | THYATIRA | 


PP? 


* * * 


| LAODICEA | PHILADELPHIA | SARDIS | 


Is your church pointed in the right 
direction ?°?? 


It is recognized by theological scholars today, that the seven churches 
referred to by Jesus, were not only the seven physical churches referred to by 
name in the Scriptures, but are also the seven CHURCH TYPES, which would 
appear and exist throughout the “age of the gentiles”, prior to Christ’s return 
for His chosen people. We MUST be AWARE that these church types COULD 
and DO EXIST TODAY. 

You will see in the previous diagram that I have added an extra angel and 
an extra church and called it 

During this chapter, we will examine each of the church messages and then 
I will leave it up to yourself (and God) to allocate the score for your church, 
wherever you are. 

Remember you may be able to fool me, or somebody else with your score, 
but you can’t fool God with it, so I urge you to take this matter very seriously, 
as we now look at the first church, the Church of Ephesus.(reference Rev. 
2:1-7) 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINT FOUND BY JESUS 
pd INDUSTRY 


p20 ACTIVITES 
[3S LABORIOUS TONE 
[4 CT PATIENT ENDURANCE 
[5 PNOCORRUPT MEN 
[6 CS TESTALLTEACHINGS 
[7 PROCLAIM CHRISTALWAYS 
[8 CP HATE THE NICOLAITANS 
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CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINT FOUND BY JESUS 
ABANDONED FIRST LOVE WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST - CHURCH IS GETTING COLD 
FALLEN FROM ORIGINAL HEIGHTS AND LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS STATED BY JESUS CHRIST TO GET BACK 
INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 


CORRECTIVE ACTIONS STATED BY JESUS 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
PROMISES TO ALL REPENTANT BELIEVERS IN THIS CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES IF YOU REPENT 


1 GOD PROMISES THAT ALL REPENTANT BELIEVERS SHALL EAT OF THE TREE OF 
LIFE, WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. THESE PEOPLE ARE PROMISED ETERNAL LIFE 


FOREVER WITH JESUS CHRIST - IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD THE FATHER. 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
CONSEQUENCES TO THOSE WHO DO NOT REPENT OF THEIR SINS 
IN THIS CHURCH 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES IF YOU DON’T REPENT OF YOUR SINS 


1 JESUS WILL VISIT YOU PERSONALLY AND REMOVE THE LAMPSTAND FROM YOUR 
CHURCH. THE LIGHT WILL BE EXTINGUISHED. THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL DEPART 
FROM THE CHURCH, AND ALL BELIEVERS WHO DO NOT REPENT SHALL NOT ENTER 


THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AT THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 


In today’s world, one would think that a church doing all these GOOD 
DEEDS would be acceptable to God, as it: Preaches and Teaches, Tests the 
Word of God, etc. 

However, in the EYES OF JESUS CHRIST, who is given ALL AUTHORITY IN 
HEAVEN AND IN EARTH, that is not enough! 

The fact that this is a church, which has started to grow cold in its spiritual 
walk with the Lord, is enough to exclude it from Heaven. 
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However, we see that God is MERCIFUL. He does not leave the finding of 
the corrective actions or solutions to us. He gives us the ingredients to correct 
each individual believer in the Ephesian, or spiritually dying church. Jesus 
leaves the decision on whether to change or not up to each individual believer. 

It is not the responsibility of the pastor, or the elders anymore, IT IS THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER IN THE CHURCH, TO 
REPENT AND TURN BACK TO GOD AND GOD’S CHOSEN PATHWAY, FOR 
THE INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN. 

Let us now move on to look at the Scriptures and the special message sent 
to the next church, the church of Smyrna. (Reference Rev. 2:8-11) 


CHURCH AT SMYRNA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 


GOOD POINTS TO NOTE AND TO PUT INTO PRACTISE EVERY DAY 
SUFFERED AFFLICTIONS, DISTRESS, TROUBLES, POVERTY. 
WERE SLANDERED AND REVILED BY FALSE CHRISTIANS 


4 PROCLAIMED GOD’S WORD UNDER ALL CONDITIONS - EVEN UNDER THE THREAT 
OF TORTURE AND DEATH BY THE LEGAL AUTHORITIES OF THAT DAY AND AGE. 


CHURCH AT SMYRNA 
PROMISES TO STEADFAST BELIEVERS WHO BELONG TO THIS CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES TO STEADFAST BELIEVERS BY JESUS CHRIST 


The church of Smyrna is a very special church. It has afflictions, distress, 
pressing troubles and poverty. It has been reviled and slandered against, by 
“so called Christians”, who were really backsliders, again under the domination 
and power of Satan. The people had been tortured, thrown into prison and 
even killed, because they continued to proclaim the Gospel of Christ. All of 
these things did not cause their faith to begin to crumble, because it was 
securely anchored to the giant rock of salvation, Jesus Christ Himself. 

As we study this church, we see that when we commit our lives to Jesus 
Christ, our PHYSICAL LIVES are no longer of any value, if we try to keep them. 
It only becomes of value to us if we are prepared to offer it up as a sacrifice to 
Him, not worrying about the physical pain or troubles, but being determined to 
preach God’s Word wherever we go, despite the consequences. 

The other important thing to notice about this church type is that, in the eyes 
of Jesus Christ, this church, and all the believers who are in it, they are 
acceptable to Him. 

It has no faults, VI! 

Conclusion: The church of Smyrna is an acceptable church type, in the 
eyes of God, but not all Christians have the faith, or the spiritual maturity, to 
be able to trust the Lord completely, in the times described above, that this 


church had to face. 
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But all of us - SHOULD BE ABLE TO PASS THE TEST OF THIS CHURCH 
TYPE, IF WE REALLY WANT TO GLORIFY GOD IN OUR DAILY LIVES. 
So far, we have examined two church types and the score is: 

e One church for Satan 

e One church for God 


Quite surprising so far, but let us continue the study and see if we can geta 
better score by the time we have studied all seven churches. 
The next church is the church at Pergamum, (Reference Rev. 2:12- 17) 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
a 


Not denying the faith - even to prevent torture and death. 
Martyrs among you - People who are ready to die for the gospel. 


BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
Some teach things of the world (false doctrines). 

Some teach eating food set before Idols. 

Some practising sexual acts, which are contrary to God’s Word. 


Others are teaching wrong doctrines from the Courts of the NICOLAITANS - the 
ones who corrupt the people. 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS SPECIFIED BY JESUS CHRIST 
ITEM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS DEMANDED BY JESUS CHRIST 


1 REPENT - Change your will and attitude to God - or Jesus Christ will come and 
fight against you with the sword of truth; and you will not be able to stand 


against these attacks from God. 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
PROMISES TO OVERCOMERS BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM PROMISES TO OVERCOMERS BY JESUS CHRIST 
[1 Cd Eat’ Hidden Food (Heavenly Manna) 
|2_ CC Given a white stone with anew name written upon it. 


1 
2 
No-one understands the name - except those who receive it. 
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CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES FOR ALL WHO DON’T ACT ON GOD’S 
WORD 


Jesus shall destroy the church with the sword. 
He will not allow it to stand and be a bad witness for Him. 


3 All who are destroyed shall no enter the Kingdom at the time of the eternal 
judgement of all mankind. 


The church type of Pergamum is unfortunately like many churches in the 
world today; they do not bring glory to the Lord Jesus Christ, in their present 
formats. 

You may consider this a strong critical statement, but let us look at the 
facts. I will leave the Holy Spirit to prompt you in your decision, as to the 
correctness of my comments. 

First of all within this church there were divisions, with some spiritually 
mature Christians trying to follow the Word of God. In addition to this, we had 
some of the newer believers (and some of the older ones) still clinging to 
traditions from the worldly situations, which is contrary to God’s Word. 

When we become “born again” believers, the Word says we become new 
creatures - old things (all of them) pass away. 

The church also had some people teaching doctrine, which was contrary to 
the Word of God, and trying to encourage the believers to eat food which had 
been offered to idols and/or other gods. 

There were also in the midst of the congregation, people who were 
practising corruption. All of these things were wrong in the eyes of the Lord. 
(And it still is today) 

The following things are important to note about this church type and the 
warning given by Jesus to the believers who belong to this church. 

This warning should prompt some action from all of us. 

Firstly, Jesus identifies that there are “good Christians” and “bad Christians” 
attending the same church. 

We know that light and darkness cannot mix, nor can sweet water and salt 
water come out of the same well, at the same time. 

Therefore, we would expect that the Lord would recommend some sort of 
separation process, (if we use worldly logic) to protect the “good Christians” 
whilst the Lord dealt with the “bad Christians” in the congregation. 

However, that is not the case - that is not the way that Jesus deals with His 
followers. 

Jesus said if the WHOLE CHURCH DID NOT REPENT ~ (the good and bad 
Christians alike) then Jesus would come and fight against them with the sword 
of His mouth, which we know is the Word of Truth. 

Jesus considers that the ‘good Christians’ are just as guilty as the ‘bad 
Christians’, because the ‘good Christians’ failed to test the Word being 
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preached, and when it was determined that it was incorrect teaching, they 
FAILED TO ACT AND HAVE THE TEACHING STOPPED! 

Also the ‘good Christians’ FAILED TO STOP THE CORRUPTION, which was 
obviously apparent in the church congregation, or in the worldly situations 
around them. 

This is a very important lesson for the Church body at large to realize today. 
In the eyes of Jesus Christ, you cannot be judged blameless if you become one 
of the ‘silent majorities’, who are not involved themselves, in the 
wrongdoing, but DO NOTHING ABOUT HAVING IT STOPPED! 

Jesus considers inactivity, to not correct (take action against) something 
that is wrong, as a sin and all are collectively guilty (both the “good 
Christians” and the “bad Christians” alike) for allowing the sin to remain in 
existence. 

To the churches in Thailand, this comment is very relevant. For over 175 
years the churches have been building up barriers among the congregation, 
not removing false teaching and some traditional practises (from the worldly 
point of view) from within their congregations. 

These stumbling blocks have prevented the Holy Spirit from being able to 
move in the midst of the COLLECTIVE CHURCH OF THAILAND, because of 
jealousy, pride, envy, competition, accusation of ‘sheep stealing’, corruption in 
the land, etc., which has been allowed to remain by the Church at large, the 
Body of Christ. 

I challenge the COLLECTIVE CHURCH OF THAILAND, to consider the 
judgement of Jesus Christ upon the church of Pergamum. He has stated that 
He shall come and fight against you (Jesus shall fight against you personally) 
with the sword of truth. 

We all know that nobody has ever been able to defeat Jesus Christ in a 

spiritual battle. Even Satan, who is far greater than us, (in spiritual terms) was 
unable to win in his several and continual battles against Jesus. 
We are told to quote the Word against Satan and he shall flee from us. This 
indicates how powerful the Word really is. If Jesus Christ uses that same Word 
against us, then we will surely be destroyed, not just the ‘bad Christians’ but 
also the ‘good Christians’ who were part of the silent majority who did not do 
anything to correct the situation and bring the churches into unity under the 
sovereign reign of Jesus Christ. 

I will leave you to pray to Jesus Christ for forgiveness, and to ask the Holy 
Spirit to identify the things which needs to be corrected in the churches, so 
that the ‘good Christians’ are not destroyed along with the ‘bad Christians’. 

But now we have looked at three churches and the score is: 

e 2 churches for Satan 

e 1 church for God 

Let us continue the study and see if the score can get any worse. All along 
you have thought that everything was going to be OK once you became a 
Christian. Well maybe now you will start to think being a Christian is not as 
easy as you first thought, if you start to use the eyes of Jesus Christ, as the 
judge of what is right and what is wrong. 
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Let us now look carefully at the fourth church, the Church of Thyatira. 
(Reference Rev.2:18-29) 


CHURCH OF THYATIRA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


Rejecting the false teachings and the false teachers who give it. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
False Prophetess teaching false Doctrines. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS TOLD BY JESUS CHRIST 


CORRECTIVE ACTIONS FOR THE SAINTS IN THIS 
CHURCH 


Test all future Words given in the Assembly. 


If it does not line up with the Word of God - then reject it all. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
PROMISES GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST 
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CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 


=TEM ___| CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 
|1 | Some souls to be lost - to cleanse the Body of Christ. 
$4 Wrongdoers given no second chance - all are destroyed. 


Jesus removes the unholy by elimination to protect the holy from contamination. 


From the tables it is very easy to see that this church type has a problem, in 
that the church has allowed wrong teaching to continue in the church, for 


some time, without taking steps to remove it, and teach the correct 


Word from the Scriptures. 
Some of the believers have remembered Apostle Paul’s warning to the 


Church at Ephesus and have carefully tested the teachings from the ‘so~called’ 
apostles and have found that the teachings did not line up with the Word of 
God and as a result, they have rejected the teachings and the men who teach 
them. 

Unfortunately, the mature Christians, upon identifying the false teachers 
and the false prophetess, did not take the necessary steps to REMOVE THEM 
FROM THE CHURCH BODY, which is the correct action, as is stated in the 
Word. 

The result was that some of the “babies in Christ” were led astray by the 
false teachers, and the Words of the false prophetess - lead towards 
destruction. 

It appears from the account in the Book of Revelation, that the Lord 
must have sent many messages in prophecy to the church, identifying 
that there was false teaching taking place, to warn the church to take 
some positive action, to remove the people concerned, but alas the 
church elders, the church pastors and the mature Christians in the 
congregation did nothing. 

The promises and consequences for this church are things we should be 

happy about (on the one hand) and sad about (on the other). 
For the people who recognized the wrong doctrine in the church, and refused 
to follow it, Jesus promised that they would not receive additional trials in their 
earthly lives, but that they must hold fast to what they already have (their 
salvation and their faith) until the Lord comes back for His bride. 

Jesus goes on to tell John that He has given the false prophetess plenty of 
time to change her ways, but that she has hardened her heart and refused to 
repent of her sins, so it is logical that she should be destroyed, given over to 
the desires of her heart, given over to Satan and eternal damnation. But what 
about the poor young babies that were led astray? 

You would think that they should be now awakened to the truth of the 
wrong teachings and be given a chance to repent and turn back to Jesus 
Christ. We see in this example, both the justice and the mercy of God at work. 
The young babies in Christ are given one last chance to repent and turn back 
to God. 
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All who fail to listen to this warning are then to be destroyed along with the 
false prophetess and her teachers. 

All throughout the Bible, the Word clearly commands us to be the “HOLIEST 
PEOPLE ON EARTH”. The judgement upon this church is that, like the bad 
hand, or bad eye, which was to be cut off, to save the remainder. (ref. 
Matt.18:8-9) 

Jesus will “cut off the bad part of the church”, to stop the pollution of the 
Word from spreading. 


JESUS IS PREPARED TO ALLOW SOME SOULS TO BE LOST, TO KEEP 
THE BODY OF CHRIST PURE & HOLY & ACCEPTABLE TO HIM. 


If we, as Christians, do not guard against the “watering down” or “polluting 
of the Word” in our assemblies, then the Lord will act to remove these 
offenders, by ELIMINATION. 


So after studying four churches, the score is: 
e 3 churches for Satan 
e 1 church for God. 


Let us move on to study the fifth church in the series and see what God has, 
as instructions for correction, in this specific church type. 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 


Still a few souls who have not soiled their clothes with sin - who are still worthy of 
keeping their names in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 


2 These people are the only people who are acceptable to Christ in this church, to keep 
their salvation until eternity. 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 
}i__} JESUS WILL TREAT THIS CHURCH LIKE UNBELIEVERS! —____| 


He will come upon them like a thief in the night and steal away their salvation - their 
promised eternal life. 


Jesus no longer thinks of this as a Christian Church anymore! 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
CORRECTIVE ADVICE GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST 
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CORRECTION TO BECOME RESTORED TO CHRIST 
[6 ss~SS~C*Cbeytthemaataliitimes. ss CC—‘“‘“‘“(‘(‘(;;SO Cd 
[8 C«S SSttartarecord of works worthy of mentionin Heaven. s—C—C~C~CSCi*z 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
PROMISES TO THE RIGHTEOUS ONES 


ITEM PROMISES BY JESUS CHRIST 
1 


People who are judged worthy by Jesus Christ shall wear white robes and their names 
shall remain in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 


Their names shall be proclaimed openly in Heaven. 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT OF THEIR SINS 


CONSEQUENCES PROMISED BY JESUS CHRIST 


Many Christians believe that “ONCE SAVED IS ALWAYS SAVED”. Well 
unfortunately that is NOT what the Scriptures says! 

In Rev. 3:4-5 Jesus makes the statement that there are still a few who have 
not soiled their clothes.... and I will NOT erase their names from the 
Book of Life. 

This means that to qualify in keeping your name in the Book of Life, you 
must not soil your clothes, you must remain in accordance with the Word of 
God at all times, regularly examining your position before God and repent of 
any disobedience or misdoing’s, so as to remain righteous before the Lord (at 
all times). 

Another way of looking at this statement is as recorded in John 15:16. In 
this Scripture, Jesus says that you did not choose Him, He in fact chose you 
and ordained you, that you should go out and bear fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain (PERFECT). 

If your fruit does not remain, or goes bad, then you are no longer worthy to 
keep your name in the lamb’s book of life. 
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In using this definition of worthiness, it is necessary to challenge every 
pastor, in every church, across every land. 

In Matt.18:12, Jesus makes mention of the shepherd with 100 sheep in the 
flock, under his love, guidance and responsibility. These are the “fruit” that he 
is to “take care of”, until Jesus returns for His bride. 

We know today that from time to time, some of the “sheep” wander back into 
the world, following after their “previous shepherd”, which is Satan. 

In discussing this problem with pastors in many different countries, I have 
been given all sorts of EXCUSES, (but called statistics), that it is normal for 
approximately 10-20% of all believers to fall away, during the first year of 
their salvation. 

They have said in affect that they are prepared to allow 20% of their fruit to 
drop to the ground, to rot and die. I would suggest that they ask themselves 
why Jesus Christ said that they are to leave the 99 sheep and go out and find 
AND BRING BACK THE SHEEP THAT WAS LOST. Why did Jesus Christ say 
that?? 

If Jesus Christ said that they should do it, then I would humbly suggest that 
some pastors better change their attitudes to their “retention factors”, and 
instead of accepting an 80% retention factor, they better get back into the 
Word and go for the 100% that is required of them, so that their garments 
shall not be considered soiled and their names shall not be removed from the 
Lamb’s Book of Life, like is written for the Church of SARDIS. 


So after 5 churches, the score is: 
e 4churches for Satan 
e i church for God 


Many pastors, upon reading what I have just written, may try to brush this 
off as a wives tale, or just another mad author, trying to make a fast dollar. 
This is not true, because all publications from CammbBooks are free. I make no 
financial gain from writing this book at all. I write it to turn people back to the 
Scriptures and back to the Lord. You may think whatever you like of me, but I 
challenge you to check the score. 

We have examined five churches so far, only one of them has been 
acceptable to the Lord, without any correction. 

Remember, He (the Lamb of God) is the ultimate judge. You have to 
convince Him of your worthiness, not me. 

Now let us move on to church number six, the church of Philadelphia and 
see what the Lord considers is good or bad in this church. 


CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA 


GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
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ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
| Works are acceptable 


Works are acceptable 


Test all teachings 
The church has not renounced the name of Jesus Christ. 


Shown “Agape Love’ in all situations, even during trial and tribulations. 


16 —__| The church is acceptable to God. 


CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA 
PROMISES GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST FOR THIS CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES GIVEN FOR THIS CHURCH BY JESUS CHRIST 


il Jesus places an open door in front of this church, which cannot be 
closed by Satan or any of his agents. 
Saints kept from the trials which will come at the” end-time”. 


Hold fast to their treasures, the crown of eternal life. 
Made to be a pillar in the Heavenly City with a new name. 


We have some good news, when studying the Church of Philadelphia, for it 
is clear that in the eyes of God, this church type is acceptable to Him: shout 
HALLELUJAH! 

In the eyes of God - not man, the work of this church is deemed to be 
acceptable. Even though the church had little power, it has used it wisely to 
glorify the Lord. 

The church was very conscious that false teachings could creep into The 

Body of Christ and so they tested EVERY TEACHING AND EVERY DOCTRINE, to 
ensure that it was in accordance with the Scriptures. 
Neither the church as a whole, nor the individual believers, renounced or 
denied the Lord’s name at any time. The Lord emphasizes that this church 
ENDURED PATIENTLY their trials and hardships, according to the lessons 
taught them by Jesus and the Apostles. 

This means they endured their trials and tribulations with love for one 
another, both for the believers and for the unbelievers alike. They were not 
complainers, gossipers, liars, or people who caused division in the churches, 


etc., but at all times, by their words and their actions, they showed and 


manifested the agape love, which is the true sign of a mature Christian. 
The promise given by the Lord for this church is worthy of note. They must 


make us examine our own thinking and attitudes. 

e First of all Jesus promises that in front of this church God has placed a 
door and this door is open forever. 

e No-one on earth can shut the door before this church. 

e Secondly, all of the false teachers, which have been identified in the 
other churches so far, will be required to bow down at the feet of the 
saints of the church of Philadelphia and acknowledge that Jesus has 
loved these saints. 
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e Thirdly, the saints of this church are told they will not suffer the hour of 
testing, which is to come upon the world, indicating that the saints of the 
church of Philadelphia shall be guaranteed a place in the rapture when 
Jesus comes back for His children. 

As encouragement, Jesus tells the saints of this church to HOLD FAST TO 
THE TREASURE THAT THEY HAVE, so no-one can rob them of their crown 
(which by right, already belongs to them). 

For those people who do hold fast, they shall have written on them, the 
name of God, (for their protection), become the pillars in the new city and 
receive the new name of Jesus Christ. 

Many Christians do not realize that after Jesus Christ comes back at the 
rapture, He will rule for 1,000 years and will be given a new name, as will all 
His worthy subjects. Even though this church did not have any faults, at the 
time the Scriptures were written, there is still a warning given to all the 
believers in this congregation. 

The individual believers in this church could lose their crowns in Heaven, if 
they become complacent and ceased to hold fast to the treasures they have 
acquired already in Heaven. 

This is a warning that ALL BELIEVERS SHOULD NOT TAKE LIGHTLY. If you 
do not keep your fruit remaining, that is, the fruit of your repentance, your 
fruit of salvation, your fruits of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which is given 
severally, as the Lord wills, (not man) then you will not be deemed acceptable, 
in the eyes of God, on the day of judgement and shall have to go through the 
Baptism of Fire, fire of purification, to have all the chaff burned off your 
spiritual body, so the remainder can be turned into the jewels by purging 
through the fire. 

Christians therefore have to review their spiritual positions on a regular 
basis, to ensure that in accordance with Hebrews 6:1-3, we are continually 
maturing as Christians, not staying at the same level of spiritual growth, or 
understanding. 

In reviewing the score, we now have: 

e 2 churches for God 

e 4churches for Satan 

This means that in the six churches we have examined so far, 60% of the 
church types are deemed not to be acceptable to God in the form He observed 
them. 

To become acceptable, they all had to repent of their sins and accept the 
corrective actions identified in the Scriptures for each of them. 

Let us examine the final church, the church of Laodicea and see how this 
church was rated by the Lord. 
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CHURCH AT LAODICEA 


GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN THIS 
CHURCH 


jd Sd 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN THIS CHURCH 


Not acceptable to the Lord, because it is a spiritual church which is not “on-fire” for 
the Lord. 

They are not hot or cold - just lukewarm. This is a spiritual state that the Lord will 
not accept. 

The church covets the wealth of the world, instead of the wealth of spiritual things. 
This church is under the false illusion that it is acceptable - but unfortunately it is 
not. 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS FROM JESUS CHRIST FORTHE LAODICEANS 


ALTERNATIVES FOR THE LAODICEAN CHURCH 


4 It is a “take it or leave it” option. Jesus has judged them already - they just have to 
decide on which place they wish to be after judgement time take place in Heaven. 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
PROMISES FROM JESUS CHRIST FOR THE LAODICEANS 


ITEM PROMISES FOR THE LAODICEAN CHURCH 
Dramatically change your spiritual ways & wake up for Christ. 
Provide treasures tried by temptations - treasures worthy in Heaven. 


Walk in the way of righteousness to receive white robes. 
Jesus chastens you and corrects you because He loves you and does not want any 
to perish - so repent before it is too late. 


The church of Laodicea is like many churches, which exist today in 
the developed world. 
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It is a church, which has a flashy impressive modern building, with air 
conditioning, modern sophisticated electronic sound and music systems, 
comfortable upholstered seats, lush carpets on the floor, overhead projectors, 
video screens and all the other things which go with a very affluent society. 

The church pastor is provided with a large house, compliments of the 
church, plus an expensive car and a high salary. He is a member of some of 
the best society clubs around town - and in some cases, he has some 
businesses on the side, (just as insurance, or to help put the children through 
college.) 

The church appears to be very rich (and in fact in a worldly sense, it is) but 
it is spiritually dying! 


The church gives a token offering to the poor and a token offering to the 


mission work of the church, but the attitude is one of obligation - not because 


of the genuine love of God. 
e No-one can remember when the pastor last prayed for anyone to be 


healed (and a healing actually occurred). 

e No-one can remember when the last person made a_ genuine 
commitment to serve the Lord with ALL of his life and his money and 
his talents. 

Even if they could, they would remark that “Johnny” always took his religion 
too seriously anyway. This is a church in definite spiritual decline. It is a 
church that Jesus no longer considers to be CHRISTIAN by name, as it does 
not glorify Christ in any of its activities. Jesus Christ is very harsh in His 
judgement on this church, but for very good reason. 

Jesus clearly tells John that He will spit this church out of His mouth if it 
remains in its present state, and with its present attitudes. 

But, we know that God is merciful, God is just and God is never changing, 
He is always compassionate in His ways. Jesus Christ gives this church the 
opportunity to repent, to change their ways and once again come back to Him, 
like the prodigal son. 

In Rev. 3:20, we have the famous Scripture, where Jesus says He is waiting 
just outside the door to our hearts, gently knocking and waiting for us to open 
the door, so He can have fresh and continual communion with us. This clearly 
shows the glory of God. 

Despite the fact that Jesus wishes to spit this church out of His mouth, He 
will not do so without giving every individual believer inside the church an 
opportunity to once again be restored to the fellowship of Jesus Christ. 

What a great and mighty God we have HALLELUIAH! 

So, in the church of Laodicea, we have a clear warning to all financially 
secure churches, who consider the appearances of their churches and the way 
they dress up their choir personnel, more important than the basic teachings 
of Acts 1:8, to spread the good news to all nations of the earth. 

Any church which does not have an outreach programme in their 
own city, their own country, and who do not send mission funds to 
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assist in the spreading of the gospel, in other countries, either by 
financial support to their own missionaries, or to other foreign 
missionaries, are (in my view) guilty, in God’s eyes, of falling into the 
category of the Laodicean church. 

Any church which allows denominational rulings to take precedence 
over the Word of God (all the Word of God, all of the Bible) is also 
guilty of belonging to this category. 


Let us now try to draw some conclusions: We have examined seven 
churches and we arrived at the startlingly score of: 

e 2 churches for God 

e 5 churches for Satan 

This is not what many Christians would have expected when they 
commenced this chapter, but the Word tells the truth of the situation, as 
Jesus, not man, judged those churches at that time. In the seven churches we 
have studied, the message to the angel of each of the seven churches always 
finishes with the words: 

“He who can hear, let him listen to and heed what the Spirit (Holy 
Spirit) says to the assemblies (the churches). 

This is the New Testament equivalent, to the Old Testament command, 
which was given by God to each of the prophets, when giving them a message 
to deliver to the people of Israel. “Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel” .....sss00: 

This message for the seven church types is a direct message to us from the 
Lord and we must obey it, in the same way that we obey Acts 2:38-39, when 
we repent of our sins, are baptized in water and receive the Holy Spirit power 
into our lives. 

For those churches which at present do not believe that the Holy Spirit is for 
this day and age, I feel sorry, because they will therefore not heed the 
warnings of the book of Revelation, and as such, their saints may not fall into 
a category which is recognized (in God’s eyes) as acceptable to Him, in the 
last days. 

The above seven church types were recognized as being in existence at the 
time, some 60 years after the ascension of Jesus Christ into Heaven. 

But this warning is given to us, so that we, as individual churches today, would 
not fall into some of the pitfalls and traps those early churches did. 

Therefore we as individual churches, must examine ourselves in the light of 
the points identified for all the previous churches and identify (TRUTHFULLY) 
where we, as individual churches stand. 

The following table is recommended as a checklist, to identify where your 
individual church stands, in relation to the points identified as being, for or 
against, each of the individual seven church types studied. 

If you identify any points which God has previously identified as being not 
acceptable, then the obvious solution is also to identify GOD’S REMEDY FOR 
ITS CORRECTION, so that the church can again be found acceptable in God’s 
sight. 
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After completing the checklist table for the church, (collectively) then each 
individual Christian should then examine the SAME LIST FOR HIS OWN 
SPIRITUAL SITUATION and follow THE SAME SET OF CORRECTIVE ACTIONS. 

In concluding this study I trust that every person has been challenged to 
have a careful look at their particular church, their teachings and organization 
and in addition reflect on their own personal positions and relationships firstly 
to the Lord and then to other members of the Body of Christ. 


* KK 


SPIRITUAL 
CHECK 
LIST 


for 
INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES 


and 
INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS 


* KK 
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YOUR YOU AS A 
CHURCH CHRISTIAN 


[YES/No] | LYES/NO] 


Is Jesus the centre of all attention in your church? a er 


Is your church involved with activities which help 
people of different ethnic backgrounds all over the 
world? 

Does your church patiently endure’ under 
unrighteous attacks, both from within and/or 
outside the church body? 

Does your church tolerate wicked men inside or 
outside the church body? 


Does your church test the teachings and 
prophecies, in accordance with the Word and expel 
the false teachers and prophets when you find 
their teaching does not line up with the Word of 
God? 


Does your church proclaim Christ and Christian 
principles in all situations? 

Does your church hate corruption and do they do 
anything about it? 


Has your church left, lost, and abandoned their 
first love, which is Jesus Christ? 


Does your church react correctly when placed 
under physical and/or political pressure from 
inside or outside the church body? 


Does your church have a good record of works, 
produced by and through trials and strife and 
achieved them through the use of faith in Jesus 
Christ? 


Can you see: Love, faith, service, patient 
endurance all in operation in your church 
assembly? 


Does the works, through faith, increase day by 
day, in your church body? 
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Are false teachers allowed to continue to operate 
in} your church, in your’ presence, without 
corrective action? 


Does your church have groups, or an individual 
who likes to gossip about other people? 


Is the Holy Spirit Gift of Discernment operating in 
your church? 


Are all the Holy Spirit gifts as per 1 COR. Chapter 
12, operating in your church on a regular basis? 


Are the 9 fruit flavours of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, as per GAL 5:22 operating in your church 
regularly? 

Does your church encourage and practise the 
operation of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in 
accordance with 1. COR. Chapter 14? 

Does you church have elders & deacons appointed 
as per the book of Titus? 


Does the elders control and govern the church, or 
is it controlled by the pastor, as a dictator? 


If your church has "daughter" churches, do they 
have elders and deacons, and are they in 
complete control of their own daughter church, or 
must they get approval from the "mother" church 
for everything they want to do? 

Is there a bottle of oil in your church, so that an 
elder can anoint the sick and pray for their 
complete healing, as per James 5:14? 

Does your church have altar calls for salvation? 
How often? 

When was the last time that someone accepted 
Jesus Christ in your church? 

Does your church call for people to receive the 
Holy Spirit into their lives? 


How often does this |How often does thishappen? 


Does your eS encourage the believers to be 
baptized by total immersion in water? How often 
do these baptismal services take place? 
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Does you church emphasize that your church 
should be Holy? 


Is your church fIsyourchurchHoly? 

Does your Be take positive steps to make sure 
that it remains Holy all the time? 

Does your church preach that your fruit must 
remain, as per the words in John 15:16? 


What action does your church take if one believer 
goes out of the church? Do you follow the 
instructions of Jesus, as stated in MATTHEW 
18:12-14? 


If the answer to the above is NO! Do you put it 
down to statistics of this day and age - just a sign 
of the times? 


What percentage of people who accepted salvation 
in your church, during the last 2 year period, are 
still practising Christians today? (Either in your 
church or elsewhere)? 


As an individual church, has there been someone 


accept the salvation of Jesus Christ in your church 
during the last month? 


How often does this happen? a ae 


As a believer, have you ever witnessed or led a 
person to accept the Lord as their personal 
Saviour? 

Are they (your fruit) still strong practising 
Christians today? 


Is your church | Is your church spiritually alive and awake? alive and awake? 


Does your eS continually strengthen and 
invigorate your faith into action? 


Does your church give balanced lessons and 
teachings in all areas of the Scriptures, or does it 
concentrate on one area only, like evangelism, but 
not give proper nurture food for all new believers? 


Is your church a growing one, or is it one that just 
has a constant stream of changing faces, but with 
approximately the same number of people in the 
congregation each week? 
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Does your church (and church elders) practise 
what they preach? Or are they hearers of the 
Word only? 


Has your church had a series of studies on the 7 
churches in Revelation, before you read this 
book? 


Did they change anything in the church? ee: ee 
How often does this happen? a 


Does your church consider the church buildings 
more important than spending money on the 
mission program and spreading of God's Word 
throughout the earth? 


Does your church, chasten, discipline, or correct 
its members, when they go astray from the Word 
of God? 


Does your church allow a marriage between a 
believer & a non-believer to take place on its 
premises? 

Does your church allow a “marriage” between 
same sex couples? 

Does your church have a fund for widows, to help 
those who are in distress, or in need in your 
congregation? 


Do you place more emphasis on the person's 
length of service, or educational skill and 
qualifications, or on the "fruit" of his/her ministry? 


Does your church participate with other churches 
in your town, to lift up the name of Jesus Christ 
higher than any other name, or do you think they 
are in competition with you and that they may 
steal your sheep? Don't all the sheep belong to 
Jesus Christ, not the individual churches? 


As you are by now aware, it is only two of the churches which are acceptable 
"in God's eyes", to be able to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, in their present 
states. 
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In undertaking the Spiritual Checklist shown above, you can do it as carefully 
(or as carelessly) as you choose. 


The point you must realize is that you do not have to convince me how good 
your individual church is, you have to convince yourself. 


Finally, God Almighty already knows the score, for both your church, and for 
you, as an individual Christian, so don't try to fool Him, it won't work! 


If you find that you did not get a perfect score, then you need to do 
something about it, as only those with "perfect scores" in God's eyes will be able 
to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 


CHAPTER TWENTY FOUR: CURSE, CURSED, CURSING IN THE NEW 
TESTAMENT 


Some Christian’s say that we are in the New Testament therefore we are no 
longer under the curse. But if that was the case then it would not appear so 
often in the New Testament. 

The word “Curse” appears 87 times in the Bible. This includes [accursed, 
cursed, curses, cursing]. 


The following are the references to “Curse” in the New Testament. 


Reference Scripture Comments 
Luke 6:28 Pray forthe happiness | This curse comes from Satan 
of those who curse ~~ NOT from God Almighty. 
you; implore God’s 
blessing on those who 
hurt you. 
John 7:49 These stupid crowds The Pharisees did not research 


do, yes; but what do 
they know about it? A 
curse upon them 
anyway [Literally “This 
multitude is accursed” ] 


their scriptures, or seek the 
facts, before they made this 
statement, because; 

He did come out of Bethlehem 
(as prophesied). 

He did come out of Egypt (as 
prophesied). 

He did come out of Nazareth (as 
prophesied) as a Nazarene. 

He is the Messiah, the crowd 
had the true revelation ~ but 
alas the Pharisees did not! 
Eventually it was the Pharisees 
that were cursed, not the 
people. 
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Romans 
12:14 


If someone mistreats 
you because you are a 
Christian, don’t curse 
him; pray that God will 
bless him. 


Don’t return hate with hate ~~ 
but return God’s love, by 
praying that God will bestow a 
blessing over him. 


1 Corinthians 
16:22 


If anyone does not love 
the Lord, that person is 
cursed. 


This curse is the curse of eternal 
destruction, which results in 
spending eternity without being 
in God’s presence, they live in 
Gehenna. This IS a curse from 
God. 


Galatians Yes, and those who God created the heavens and 

3:10 [NLT] depend on the Jewish the earth. He put the stars, the 
laws to save them are sun and the moon in these 
under God’s curse, for | heavens and He proclaimed that 
the scriptures point out | the sun would shine by day and 
very clearly; “Cursed the moon by night. He also 

is everyone who at any | ordained the seasons and they 

time breaks a single always follow His law of 

one of these laws that | Sequence, Spring, Summer, 

are written in God’s Autumn and Winter. 

Book of the Law”. God’s law has not been 
abolished. It still operates 
today. The stars are still in the 
heavens & the sun rises exactly 
on time every morning, 
according to God’s Book of the 
Law. 

Galatians But Christ has bought Christ took that curse upon 
3:13 us out from the doom Himself, and became cursed, so 


of that impossible 
system, by taking the 
curse for our wrong 
doing upon Himself. 


For it is written in the 
scriptures; “Anyone 
who is hanged upon a 
tree is cursed”. [As 
Jesus was hung upon a 
wooden cross]. 


that we would be free of the 
curse associated with sin. 

If Jesus did not take the curse 
of our sin upon Himself, 
according to the NEW Covenant 
of Jeremiah 31:31, then there 
would be NO Salvation. 
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James 3:9 


Sometimes it praises 
our Heavenly Father, 
and sometimes it 
breaks out into curses 
against men, who are 
made like God. 


This refers to the curses made 
by men against each other by 
his tongue. 

This is a man who still has some 
imperfections within him, 
because fresh and salt water 
should never come out of the 
same well, unless the well is still 
not completely purified. 


Revelation 
22:3 


And there shall be no 
more curse: but the 
throne of God and of 
the Lamb shall be in it; 
and his servants shall 
serve him. 


The curse, which originated I 
the Garden of Eden was partially 
removed during the Millennium 
(Christ’s 1,000 year reign on 
the “existing earth” is now 
obliterated forever on the New 
Earth. This scripture refers to 
the time “after” the saints are 
with Jesus, as a “Bride of 
Christ.” 


The word “Cursed” appears 64 times in the scriptures, and these are the 
references to “Cursed” in the New Testament. 


Reference Scripture Comments 
Matthew Then shall He say unto | Jesus is speaking these words 
25:41 them on the left hand, | and he make is very clear that 

Depart from me, ye there will be a separation of the 

cursed, into sheep and the goats in the last 

everlasting fire, days. The sheep will be 

prepared for the devil accepted into Heaven, as 

and his angels. righteous ones, but the goats 
shall be cursed and cast into 
hell, into everlasting 
punishment. [Matthew 41-46. ] 

Mark 11:21 And Peter calling to Jesus cursed the fig tree, 


remembrance saith 
unto Him, Master, 
behold, the fig tree 
which thou cursed is 
withered away. 


proving that He had the power 
to either bless or curse his 
creation. 
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Romans 9:3 


For I could wish that 
myself were accursed 
from Christ for my 
brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh. 


Paul is explaining that not all 
people who call themselves 
“sons of Israel” are actually 
seen as “sons of Israel” by God 
Almighty. 

The same applies today among 
people who say that they are 
“Christians”. Revelation 
chapters 2 & 3 clearly identify 
that 5 churches are not 
acceptable to Him in their 
present state. On the day that 
Christ comes to claim His bride, 
there will be many who will be 
left behind, and be said to be 
accursed. 


1 Corinthians 
4:12 


And labour, working 
with our own hands, 
being cursed, we 
bless, being 
persecuted, we suffer 
it. 


Paul is explaining that those 
who spread the good news of 
Jesus Christ can expect to be 
cursed by the unbelievers, but 
that we must not return hate for 
hate, but bless those who 
persecute you. 


1 Corinthians 
12: 3 


Wherefore I give you to 
understand, that no 
man speaking by the 
Spirit of God calls Jesus 
accursed: and that no 
man can say that Jesus 
is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghost. 


Paul clearly identifies a method 
to test any believer or 
unbeliever, because only 
“believers” can say that Jesus 
Christ is Lord. If someone 
curses Jesus Christ, then the 
spirit of God is not within Him. 


Galatians 
3:10, 13 


10: For as many as are 
under the works of the 
Law are under a curse: 
for it is written, Cursed is 
everyone that continues 
not in all things which are 
written in the Book of the 
Law, to do them. 

13: Christ has redeemed 
us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse 
for us: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that 
hangs on a tree. 


Verse 11 continues: But that no 
man is justified by the law in 
the sight of God, it is evident: 
for the just shall live by faith. 
Verse 12: And the law is not of 
faith: but, The man that does 
them shall live in them. 

Christ has redeemed “believers 
from the curse; but the curse 
remains for all those who 
refuse to believe in Him. 
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Hebrews 6:8 | But that which bears Again, Paul clearly identifies what 
thorns and briers is will happen in the end times. 
rejected, and is nigh There will be a separation of the 
unto cursing: whose | thorns and briers from the 
end is to be burned. harvest field and they will be set 

aside to be burned (as 
unbelievers); but the good seeds 
of harvest (the believers) shall be 
taken as part of the Bride of 
Christ. 

Revelation And men were The church is no longer on the 

16:9 scorched with great earth. This is the 4" bowl 
heat, and blasphemed | judgement. 
and cursed the name This was prophesied by Isaiah in 
of God, which had chapter 24:4-6. The people on 
power over these the earth at that time (future) 
plagues; and they have defiled the everlasting 
repented not to give eayenant. 

Him glory. 

Revelation And cursed and This is the 5" bowl judgement. 

16:11 blasphemed the God Now there is darkness upon the 
of Heaven because of | throne of Satan the Antichrist 
their pains and their and his whole empire. These are 
sores, and repented people who are rejected by Jesus 
not of their deeds. and are now cursing their 

punishment. 

Revelation And there fell upon This is the 7™ bowl judgement. 

16:21 men a great hail out This is a picture of the hail that 


of heaven, every 
stone about the 
weight of a talent 
(120 pounds): and 
men cursed and 
blasphemed God, 
because of the plague 
of the hail, for the 
plague thereof was 
exceedingly great. 


destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. 
The hailstorm described in this 
verse is much worse than this. 
This is God’s punishment for all 
who refused to accept the gift of 
salvation through the blood of 
Jesus Christ. 
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“Curses” are mentioned 32 times in the scriptures. Here are the references in 
the New Testament. 


Reference 


Scripture 


Comments 


Matthew 15:4 


For God commanded, saying: 


Honour the father and mother: 


and He that curses his father 
or mother let him die the 
death. 


In this teaching in 
chapter 15 Jesus makes 
it very clear that what 
comes out of your mouth 
defiles you. If you curse 
your father or mother in 
the New Testament there 
is still punishment, if you 
do not repent of this sin. 
Without repentance, you 
shall not see God. 


Matthew Then began he (Peter) to Here we have the 

26:74 curse and to swear, saying, I fulfilment of the 
know not the man. And prophecy given by Jesus, 
immediately the cock crew. that Peter would deny 

Jesus 3 times before the 
cock crowed the 
following morning. Peter 
actually cursed the name 
of Jesus ~ but that was a 
“forgivable sin. He did 
not curse the Holy Spirit, 
which is an unforgivable 
sin. 

Mark 7:10 For Moses said, Honour thy In Chapter 7 of the 
father and they mother; and Gospel of Mark, Jesus is 
whosoever curses his father reminding the people 
or mother, let him die the that the law in the 10 
death. commandments applying 

to your father and 
mother still stands, 
unless you repent. 

Mark 14:71 And he (Peter) began to curse | Here again, Peter curses 


and to swear, saying, I know 
not this man of whom you 
speak. 


and lies about knowing 
Jesus ~ but this sin can 
be covered by the blood 
of Jesus ~~ if one 
repents. 
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Cursing appears 18 times in the scriptures. These are the references in the 


New Testament. 


Reference 


Scripture 


Comments 


Romans 3:14 


Whose mouth is full of 
cursing and bitterness 


V 9... for we have proved 
both Jews and Gentiles 
that we are all under sin. 
As it is written, There is 
none righteous, no, not 
one! 

V 23: For all have sinned 
and fallen short of the 
glory of God. 


V24 Being justified freely 
by his grace through the 
redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. 


V25 Whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in His 
blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are 
past, through the 
forbearance of God. 


Notice that only our past 
sins are covered by the 
blood at salvation. WE 
have to confess and 
repent of sins we do 
after that so that they 
also can be covered by 
the blood. 


if this is not the case, 
then part of the Lord’s 
prayer is unnecessary. 
“Forgive us our 


trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass 
against us”. 
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James 3:10 Out of the same mouth As “Christians” we should 
proceeds both blessings and_ | not curse anyone. If we 
cursing. My brethren, these | do, we are held 

things ought not so to be. accountable for this sin. 
It is not covered by the 
blood of Jesus until 
AFTER we confess it and 
ask forgiveness for this 
sin. 


CHAPTER TWENTY FIVE: YOU ARE KNOWN BY YOUR PRIORITIES 


A. There are certain things in a Christian’s life which deserves preferential 
rating. What are they? 

B. There are certain things in a believer’s life that are “better than 
others”. Do you know what they are? 

C. The scriptures delineate them for us. Let’s study them carefully and 
allow us to evaluate exactly where our priorities are at this point of 
time. 


1. BETTER TO BE A SERVANT THAN BE AMBITIOUS 


Luke 22:26 - “But among you, those who are the greatest should take 
the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a servant.” 


Are you humble and un-ambitious? 

Or are you one who seeks after titles, power, offices, pomp, and glory? 

How low are you willing to stoop in toilsome service for the good of your fellow 
Christians and for mankind? 


VV V 


2. BETTER TO BE FREE FROM THE CONCERNS OF LIFE 


(Message Translation) 1 Corinthians 7:32-33: “I want you to live as free 
of complications as possible. When you’re unmarried, you’re free to 
concentrate on simply pleasing the Master. Marriage involves you in all 
the nuts and bolts of domestic life and in wanting to please your 
spouse, leading to so many more demands on your attention. The time 
and energy that married people spend on caring for and nurturing each 
other, the unmarried can spend in becoming whole and _ holy 
instruments of God. I’m trying to be helpful and make it as easy as 
possible for you, not make things harder. All I want is for you to be 
able to develop a way of life in which you can spend plenty of time 
together with the Master without a lot of distractions”. 


> Is your mind swallowed up in cares of this life? 
> Are you distracted from the worship of God by worldly concerns? 
> Are your affections alienated from Him due to family necessities? 
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> Is there someone in your family who is constantly demanding all of 
your time and consequently, drawing your affections away from the 
Lord? 

> As a spouse, have you caused your partner -— to become lax in his 
or her spiritual course of life ~~ To modify godly standards to 
accommodate your frivolous, lustful, or licentious ways? 


3. BETTER TO BE GODLY AND HAVE A LITTLE 


Proverbs 16:8: Far better to be right and poor than to be wrong and 
rich. 


> How do you feel about this? 

> Do you agree that is better to be poor and honest, than to be rich 
and ungodly? 

> How did you accumulate your wealth? 

> Was it gotten through fraud and oppression, or through hard work 
and labor? 

> What is more important to you - righteousness, or “worldly riches”? 

> What do you seek after? 


4. BETTER TO LOSE ONE BODY PART, THAN GO TO HELL 


Matthew 5:29 "Let’s not pretend this is easier than it really is. If you 
want to live a morally pure life, here’s what you have to do: You have 
to blind your right eye the moment you catch it in a lustful leer. You 
have to choose to live one-eyed or else be dumped on a moral trash 
pile. And you have to chop off your right hand the moment you notice it 
raised threateningly. Better a bloody stump than your entire being 
discarded for good in the dump. 


> How do you handle unsubdued and vicious inclinations ... unlawful 
desires ... wicked inclinations ..... sinful appetites .... strong adulterous 
passions? 

> Are you willing to separate yourself completely from any earthly 
object or person who is dear to you ... from any darling idol which seems 
to have captured your heart, knowing that having them will cause you to 
sin? 

> Just how far are you willing to go in order to deprive yourself of 
that “stumbling block”? 


5. BETTER TO STORE HEAVENLY TREASURES THAN EARTHLY 
TREASURES 
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The Message: New Testament : Matthew 6:19 "Don’t hoard treasure 
down here where it gets eaten by moths and corroded by rust or— 
worse!—stolen by burglars. Stockpile treasure in heaven, where it’s 
safe from moth and rust and burglars. It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place 
where your treasure is, is the place you will most want to be, and end 
up being. 


> Are you guilty of making earthly and temporal things your “best” 
things? 

> Are you worldly, in that your covet the wealth of this world and 
choose it for your reward, treasure, security, goal, and master? 

> Do you have money - or does money have you? 

> How willing are you to invest your riches into the work of the 
Gospel, in order to have “treasures in heaven”? 

> Are you convinced that God has blessed you, so that you may be a 
blessing to others? 


6. BETTER TO BE FRANK THAN TO BE A FLATTERER 


The Message: 

Proverbs 28:23 In the end, serious reprimand is appreciated far 
more than bootlicking flattery. 

Proverbs 27:5 A spoken reprimand is better than approval that’s never 
expressed. 


> Which comes easier for you — speaking words of flattery, or honest 
words of reproof? 
> Would you much rather be rebuked, reproved, or told of your faults 
by another, or to have them keep quiet and think ill of you because 
of them? 
7. BETTER TO HAVE A GOOD REPUTATION THAN GREAT RICHES 
The Message 


Proverbs 22:1 A sterling reputation is better than striking it rich; a 
gracious spirit is better than money in the bank. 


> Which is more valuable to you - having a “GOOD name” or raising 
a great estate? 
> Which do you covet more - riches or to be well spoken of? 
8. BETTER TO FIND WISDOM THAN PRECIOUS JEWELS 


The Message: 


Proverbs 20:15 Drinking from the beautiful chalice of knowledge is 
better than adorning oneself with gold and rare gems. 


> How important is it (in your estimation) to “acquire lips of 
knowledge” - to have a good understanding of things, so that you 
are capable of dispersing valuable knowledge unto others, 
wherever you go? 

> Which is more precious - having the wealth of this world or wise 

speech? 
> Which do you spend most of your time pursuing? 
> If given a choice, which would you select - wealth or wisdom? 


9. BETTER TO RECEIVE THE WOUNDS OF A FRIEND THAN THE 
KISSES OF AN ENEMY 


The Message: 


Proverbs 27:6 The wounds from a lover are worth it; kisses from an 
enemy do you in. 


> What sort of friends have you surrounded yourself with? 

> Do they tell you of your faults - reprove you for what you say and 
do amiss? 

> Are they such companions who will not allow you to continue in 
your sinful ways, without giving you a sharp rebuke, in the hope 
that you will come to your senses? 

> Orare they those who compliment you in your sinful ways? 

> Which do you prefer --- “the wounds of a friend” or “the kisses 
of the enemy”? 

> When was the last time a “friend” wounded you with the “truth” 
... An “enemy” deceived you with a “kiss”? 


10. OBEDIENCE IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE 
Holy Bible, New Living Translation 
1 Samuel 15:22 But Samuel replied, “What is more pleasing to the 
LORD: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your obedience to his 


voice? Obedience is far better than sacrifice. Listening to him is much 
better than offering the fat of rams. 


Some people will sacrifice much -- rather than obey God. They will part with 
many precious items in their lives --- except for the one which God has His 


finger on. 
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Are you like that? 

Do you try to bargain with the Lord, in order to get your own way? 
How importance is obedience to His Holy Word in your estimations? 
How much do you this He hates disobedience? 

Will you go to hell for living a life of rebellion? 

What does the Bible say? 


VVVVV V 


11. LIVING FOR CHRIST IS BETTER THAN LIVING FOR SELF 
The Message: New Testament 


Philippians 1:19 -21: And I’m going to keep that celebration going 
because I know how it’s going to turn out. Through your faithful 
prayers and the generous response of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
everything he wants to do in and through me will be done. I can hardly 
wait to continue on my course. I don’t expect to be embarrassed in the 
least. On the contrary, everything happening to me in this jail only 
serves to make Christ more accurately known, regardless of whether I 
live or die. They didn’t shut me up; they gave me a pulpit! Alive, I’m 
Christ’s messenger; dead, I’m his bounty. Life versus even more life! I 
can’t lose. 


What is your sole aim ... supreme end ... single purpose ... in life? 

Is it to glorify Christ or self? 

With single mindedness and great fervor, which do you devote 
yourself in pursuing after - honor, wealth, and pleasure, or the 
advancement of God’s name and kingdom here on this earth? 

> Is your motto: “Money come” or “Thy Kingdom come” 
(Matthew 6:10)? 


VV V 


12. BETTER TO LOVE JESUS CHRIST ABOVE ANY _ CLOSE 
RELATIVE 


The Message: New Testament 


Matthew 10:34 “Don’t think I’ve come to make life cozy. I’ve come to 
cut—make a sharp knife-cut between son and father, daughter and 
mother, bride and mother-in-law — cut through these cozy domestic 
arrangements and free you for God. Well-meaning family members can 
be your worst enemies. If you prefer father or mother over me, you 
don’t deserve me. If you prefer son or daughter over me, you don’t 
deserve me. 


> Who do you love more - Jesus, or your parents, children, spouse, 
etc. ? 
> Whose will and interests are you more willing to prefer in all cases 
— those of your family members, or those of Jesus Christ? 
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> Are you willing to obey Him, even when His will conflicts 
with that of a family member’s? 
> Do you love Him supremely? 


CONCLUSIONS: 


> After reading through this evaluation, what can you say about your 
priorities? 

> Are they in the right order according to God’s Word? 

> Ordo you need to make some adjustments today, because you see 
that your life is leaning too much towards self-gratification, rather 
than the fulfillment of God’s will and purpose for your life? 


Remember this, your priorities “tell the story” about who you really are. 
When others look at your life, what are they seeing? What do you want them to 
believe? 

If you have a problem with what you have read above, don’t blame me, for 
this is God’s Holy Word. You have to pray about it and ask Him to reveal His 
grace and power to you, so that you can deal with these issues. 

May God bless His Holy Word, and may God bless you as you follow His word 
in your life everyday — for His glory. 

Get ready, because Jesus is coming sooner that you think. 
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